
“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2006

Piedmont Housing Alliance

4:00 – 5:30 pm.

Peter Loach called the meeting to order at 4:10pm.  

Attending

Peter Loach, Diane Taylor, Linda Hemby, Chris Dyer, Colleen Davis, Tim Freilich, Ivonne Lóopez, Rhonda Miska, Carlos Terán

April 20 Plenary Session 

Sindy Benavides from Gov. Kaine’s office will be our keynote speaker.  Because of the recent national debate on immigration, there will also be three presentations – by lawyer Tim Frelich, Jesuit Paul Brant, and Social Justice Minister Rhonda Miska.  Before the Plenary ends, Working Groups will be encouraged to meet briefly to set a date for their next meeting.

Future Plenary Sessions

Future Plenary sessions have been scheduled for Thursday, May 25 and Thursday, June 22, as always, at the COB on 5th Street Extended.  These next two sessions will focus on specific services available to the local Latino population.  

Both sessions will open with a brief presentation by an attorney on legal access rights (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 13166).  Tim suggested we contact Jill Borak, at Central Virginia Legal Aid Society (296-8851). Other presentations will be structured as follows:  a ten minute overview of services available; if applicable, a clarification of what services are available only for documented immigrants and   what services are available for undocumented immigrants; the identification of  Spanish language walk-in and telephone contacts and other bilingual staff.  Presentations will be organized according to service area, i.e., education, legal aid, medical assistance, social services, and communications.  The coordinator of each Working Group will facilitate the identification, collection and organization of information for each presentation and will provide this information to Peter Loach before May 15 so agendas can be prepared for the May and June Plenary sessions.  

Working Groups

There was a discussion about how Working Groups are functioning.  It was observed that the Communications WG, created in September 2005, has been the most successful group with respect to attendance, frequency of meetings and productivity.  The three other WGs, organized during the February 2006 Plenary, have been meeting less or not at all, and attendance has dwindled. It was decided that  WG coordinators will establish regular meetings in an attempt to energize these three groups. All WG coordinators will also be responsible for: sending out announcements of meetings to the entire CJ email list; submitting meeting minutes to the webmaster for posting; and for developing web content for its WG webpage.  

There was an acknowledgement that the WG guidelines were not prepared, as agreed upon at the last EC meeting, and that Peter, Linda and Colleen will work on this document immediately in an attempt to pass it out at the April 20 Plenary session.  The document will include the idea/purpose of the WGs and protocol for announcing meetings, taking notes, submitting minutes to the webmaster, presenting a WG update at plenary sessions, etc.  

Web Site

The CJ website is located at:  www.cj-network.org  Rolando Mendez, a CHS senior who will be attending UVA in the fall, is our webmaster. As a community clearinghouse about rights and resources available to the local Latino population, participation in content building (adding new information and resources and developing the Spanish version) is both encouraged and open to all.  Content changes should be directed to the webmaster at:  cj@piedmonthousing.org The website will be treated as a pilot project:  its appearance and organization will basically remain unchanged for a year and will be evaluated to determine changes. Chris suggested that the site include a subscription list for persons interested in receiving site updates.  Also mention was offering space to sponsors, a controversial issue to some. A relating compromise was suggested:  to open a section of the site that contains logos and links to sponsor websites.  For the present, the only sponsor on the site will be Piedmont Housing Alliance that coordinates CJ.

Linda will prepare an announcement to be circulated to CJ members on April 20.  She will work with Peter on a public announcement to be circulated before the May Plenary. 

Logo

Members of the EC will visit an art class at Monticello High School on April 12 to invite students to submit proposals for a CJ logo.  The EC will provide a brief presentation to include:  what a logo is, examples of logos, and a description of CJ.    

Annual Help Fair

In October 2005, twenty seven agencies and service providers participated in a Help Fair at the Church of the Incarnation. The next Help Fair will probably take place in October 2006, again at Incarnation. To maximize participation of the Latino/Hispanic community, the event will be scheduled following a Spanish language mass that ends at 2:30. Organizations and individuals who are interested in operating an information table, providing a service, or donating food and door prizes should contact Rhonda Miska at: rhonda@incarnationparish.org or (434) 973-4381.  Rhonda is also looking for a Help Fair coordinator and other volunteers who can take on a specific aspect of the Fair:  registration, food, cultural acts, outreach, logistics, communications, etc. 

Spanish Classes for Burley High School

Chris provided information about a ten week Spanish class for Burley High School teachers who will be affected by the redistricting of approximately 300 students next fall in the Albemarle County School District.  The first meeting was held with Latino parents and ESOL participants for the purpose of enhancing parent-teacher teams.

Zona Latina Public Service Messages

Diane and Carlos distributed a registration sheet for organizations to publicize their services thru the upcoming television show.  The public service messages are available only to service providers that have have bilingual staff who can communicate with the Latino population.  Additional sheets can be requested at zonalatina.tv@gmail.com or (434) 980-3737.  

Next Executive Committee Meeting

No date was established.  Peter will send out an email to advise members of a day/time.

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.

