“CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

AGENDA

September 11, 2006
4:00pm

Welcome, Approval of Agenda, Assigning of Minutes Recorder

•
Latest News


Motivating decision makers:


Presentation to Albemarle BOS


Communications with City Council members


Event at Governor’s Mansion Sept 20


Latino Advisory Board


Getting information out there:


Web updates


Weekly Alerts


Two presentations to UVA students/faculty


Resource guide

•
Upcoming Events


Launching of Zona Latina Sept 16


Chamber workshop on Diversity Oct. 25


Help Fair Oct 29 (and surveying)

•
Planning Plenary Meetings (new name)


Working Group Task


October, November, December, January

•
Retreat Planning


Friday November 3

•
What is CJ’s impact? – photos and stories

•
Raising money – HHS and others

•
Announcements

5:25pm
       Adjournment

Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
September 11, 2006

4PM, Piedmont Housing Alliance

Members in attendance:  Peter Loach, Diane Taylor, Ed Delarosa, Rhonda Miska, John Nafziger, Linda Hemby, Tim Freilich.

Guests: Christianne Queiroz of Central Virginia Legal Aid, and Erin Trodden of the Virginia Justice Center.

Peter Loach called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM.  The agenda for the meeting was approved.

Introductions and Individual Reports:

Christianne Queiroz is an outreach worker for CVLAS, and just finished studying for and taking the Bar Exam.

Erin Trodden just began a two-year fellowship with the Virginia Justice Center.

Tim Freilich -- took full responsibility for the ongoing saga of the search for a Legal Working Group Coordinator.  Christianne Queiroz will not be able to fill the position.  Elva Holland has expressed an interest in CJ and is a possibility.  Erin Trodden (new attorney at VJC) may be interested.

Diane Taylor -- reminded everyone of the Zona Latina Fiesta on 9/15/06 at 6PM, and the launch of the TV program at 9am on Saturday, September 16, on ABC-16.

Rhonda Miska --  has been busy with rallies in support of comprehensive immigration reform with members of the Incarnation congregation:

5/1 (with 350 people)

Labor Day (in the rain with 50-60 people);

Rally in DC on 9/7 with 6 people, which was smaller than organizers expected (only 5000)

Diane suggested maybe non-denominational rallies might get more support—Rhonda mentioned the need to balance the desires of the congregation.  CJ Exec Committee expressed full support of Rhonda’s organizing efforts.

John Nafziger -- mentioned United Way’s referral center, and a proposal due in a month for funding from city/county gov’t for work doing health outreach (part-time bilingual referral coordinator) to the community.  Diane mentioned possibility of partnering with Zona Latina.

Linda Hemby – met with Kelly Epley (coordinator at Habitat).  Habitat seeking $1 million for contract to purchase Southwood, and money to improve the Boys & Girls Club, as well as improve transportation options out in Southwood.  Linda is coordinator for the CJ Southwood Working Group.

Peter Loach – has been focusing on motivating decisionmakers.  Spoke to Albemarle County Board of Supervisors re: jobs and economic growth due to influx of Latinos and challenges non-English speakers are posing to service providers.    He is working to arrange a similar meeting with City Council. 

Peter was appointed to Virginia Latino Advisory Board, and submitted names of Mayor David Brown, Delegate David Toscano, County BOS Chairman Dennis Rooker, and Chamber of Commerce Director Tim Hulbert to join him at the Governor’s Mansion on 9/20 for a Hispanic Heritage Month event. 

Peter reports he met with Lee Catlin, communications director for Albemarle County, at her request so that CJ can help the County step up its communications to the Latino community.  

Peter is trying to establish stronger links with UVA (new group “Amigos for Latin America), and with Assistant Dean of Students Clarybel Peguero at UVA.  Peter also commended Linda and her son for their tireless work updating the website.  Cheryl Ribando is working on updating the resource directory and agencies should send in any edits to their information so it can be run in Nuevas Raices.

Lisa Zajur is doing a workshop on diversity on Wednesday.

Church of the Incarnation Help Fair is October 29th, starting about 2:30 PM.

Peter discussed surveying the community with some assistance from Milton Vickerman at UVA.  Peter is working on the survey.  John volunteered himself.  Peter volunteered Linda.

The Plenary Meeting was discussed.  (Next meeting 9/26)


New name is needed for these plenaries and suggestions are welcome.


Laura Zarrugh from JMU is the presenter for 9/26.


It was agreed that working groups should take turns organizing plenary meetings.


Schedule of upcoming plenary meetings:



October – Public Safety (with a legal component)



November – earlier in month (11/16 – maybe Education?)



January – Community services working group (with health focus, maybe?)



February – Southwood Trailer Park

Linda mentioned a previous dialogue with police, concerns about domestic violence.  Everyone agreed police need to be back at plenary meetings. John mentioned perhaps Lee Catlin or Ric Barrick would be good contacts in that regard.

The upcoming Retreat was discussed.


November 3rd, Friday, at Church of the Incarnation.

The draft agenda was reviewed.  The whole community is invited, with the goal of encouraging a CJ time commitment from people, rather than just ideas.


Linda stressed the working group protocols, and the need to follow them.


Peter mentioned a need to share costs.



Incarnation will provide space and lunch.



Lee Catlin was mentioned as a contact for County funding.


Peter mentioned a need to document CJ’s impact



Peter distributed disposable cameras to the working group coordinators.



Tim mentioned that the retreat could also be used to document impacts.

Peter mentioned an upcoming HHS grant (in the range of $500,000 – this would be an umbrella grant for distribution to various community groups), and the need to seek other grants to support CJ work.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40PM.

