CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 6, 2007
Piedmont Housing Alliance

3:30 – 5:00 pm.

Present: Peter Loach, Linda Hemby, Rhonda Miska, Diane Taylor, Jo Olson, Jon Nafziger, Gloria Rockhold

Meeting was brought to order, Rhonda was assigned notetaker, and agenda was approved.

Jon congratulated the Human Services working group on a great January plenary, a sentiment shared by the rest of the group.

There was some discussion around getting certain members to the table/attend plenaries (School Board, police, city council members) and it was agreed continued contact and face to face invites would be helpful in that regard.  Linda encouraged us not to ‘sit’ on the plenary blurb announcements but to send them out to everyone in our respective agencies to invite them as well.

Diane and Carlos are going to DC on Feb 15 to visit a representative from the National Immigration Forum and Diane proposed having someone from NIF as a plenary speaker.  Reaffirming the need to differentiate CJ from a pro-immigrant lobby group, Peter encouraged her to move forward with an event but not to have it as a CJ event.  In the same vein, pro-immigrant emails (eg from Legal Aid Justice Center) will be sent out not under the CJ umbrella but by other individuals.

For the February plenary, Diane Taylor and Carlos Terán from Zona Latina are preparing a 10 minute video to complement their presentation about how the bilingual television program can be used by local services providers to promote initiatives and services oriented to the local Latino population.  The plenary will also encourage attendees to share what specific Latino initiatives their agencies have (eg educational event in Spanish, etc), and will move forward with nominations for CJ officers.   Rebecca and Jo will have a survey prepared for ideas/constructive criticism.  It was recommended that the survey be given out as people arrive (so they can fill it out before the plenary begins) and picked up before people leave so we actually get them back.

The March plenary will be focused on Southwood, w/ issues related to the Habitat purchase.  It will be held in the evening, date TBA depending on the closing of the purchase.

The April plenary will be hosted by the Business/Workforce group.

The September plenary will be hosted by the Education Working Group and will focus on ‘back to school’ issues, eg registering children, sign up for free lunches, etc.
Other plenaries will be identified in the future.
Website news:  Linda shared that new content is constantly being identified and the website continues to be updated weekly.  She asked Peter to talk with PHA’s web design contractor to see if there is a way to move the site to a new program that is easier to manage and can be updated more frequently and by various volunteers since Rolando is finding it difficult to update the website alone.  Related to the website, Linda will continue to prepare weekly Alerts that Peter distributes through the CJ mailing list.
Updates from the Working Groups:

· Community Services is working w/ staff from the interpreter team at Uva (Yadira Weaver, Sally LeBeau) to understand the current system and partner with them to improve access to medical interpretation, date for our next meeting to be set according to their availability.  Help Fair ’07 in the works for next fall, date TBA.  Happy about Jan plenary.

· Business/Workforce is being led by Peter.  Meetings have been held with business leaders in both Cville/Richmond.  Specific plans are being developed.

· Education is planning to look at higher ed, and has not set a date for their next meeting.  Brainstorming and discussion on the possibility of hosting a “CJ” event by the work group for parents and/or teachers.

· Southwood is still being coordinated by Linda who reported the group helped with the January plenary, suggesting the talk on 2 access rights projects conducted by UVA students w/the help of the WG.  She also said there is a need to recruit volunteers to do a follow up of the results.  Linda said the sale of the trailer park to Habitat for Humanity is still pending closing, hopefully before March 1. After closing Linda hopes to organize a plenary focusing on Southwood, a meeting of all interested parties w/Habitat, and handing over the Working Group to Habitat or to another CJ participant who can coordinate it.  By mid February Linda will add an update about the dynamics of the WG and its achievements in the WG’s webpage.

It was decided our CJ Exec Com will meet the first Tuesday of each month at 3:30 pm at PHA.

Other news and updates:

· Peter is working w/ Juana and Bernice from Uva on a Uva Resource Day for Hispanics which is being planned

· Diane shared that NPR wants to open a Cville office, and are looking for space for an office which could share technology/space/human resources w/ Zona Latina

· Rhonda shared that Jen Merritt, an Incarnation parishioner volunteer, is researching grants for CJ

· Jon shared that nominating for CJ officers will be wrapped up in the next day or two 

· Jon shared that the grant application for an information/referral person who is bilingual has made it through its first hoop

· Peter shared PHA has also requested $ from the City and County

· Diane said that ZL will get a small amount of money from the county (?)

· Peter attended Latino Lobby Day hosted by VACALAO dealing w/ issues including higher ed, local police enforcing immigration, requiring churches/groups that receive federal funding to require people to prove legal status.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.  Next meeting:  Tues March 6 at 3:30, PHA

Respectfully submitted,

Rhonda Miska

