Creciendo Juntos – Working Together
Executive Committee Meeting Notes
Tuesday, June 05, 2007, 3:30-5:00 pm, 

Piedmont Housing Alliance

Notes by Bernice Ramirez

bernice.ramirez@gmail.com
Present: Peter Loach, Rhonda Miska, Linda Hemby, Tim Freilich, Marie Murray, Diane Taylor, Jon Nafzinger, Gloria Rockhold, Jo Olson, and Bernice Ramirez
Introduction of the CJ Intern

· Bernice Ramirez is the new CJ summer intern. Bernice is from San Diego, California. She is a rising third year at the University of Virginia where she is majoring in Political and Social Thought. 

Feedback on May Plenary

· There was a good turnout at the last May plenary on serving persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP).  Over 60 attended; not everyone signed in.  Paul Cushing of the Civil Rights Office of the US Dept of Health and Human Services gave an excellent presentation and there was a nice mix of guidelines for compliance of Title VI and suggestions for improving access.

· Paul Cushing has provided his personal contact information that should be circulated to the community and the agencies serving them in order to provide a way to give anonymous feedback on services. Diane Taylor suggested distributing Paul Cushing’s email via the television show Zona Latina. 

· There was concern for the number of people who signed in and stayed for the first half but left after Cushing’s presentation. Peter Loach, however, pointed out the good amount of email traffic the event sparked. Also, there was a concern for attendees who did not sign in. New members who did sign up will receive a follow-up email of resources and be added to the weekly CJ Alerts listserv unless they prefer otherwise.

June Plenary Planning

· Service providers are constantly asking questions about the immigration reform because their clients are asking them. Latinos are wondering how or what they should be doing to prepare for possible changes in immigration policy. Perhaps the June plenary should be an educational event on answering some of these questions so that service providers know what best to tell clients. 

· There is a great demand for up to date information, as is demonstrated by the heavy circulation Eddie Summer’s brochure is getting in the Southwood community. A question-and-answer period has been effective in the past and as a result, a panel format was suggested for the next plenary. This should be another community event, a way to continue getting information to the people and strengthening CJ’s relationship with them.

· CJ members stressed the importance of helping to build leadership within the Latino community itself.

Podcasting

· As long as speakers and attendees are warned in advance, CJ members have no problem with podcasting parts of meetings and events. Some concerns were raised regarding issues of confidentiality.  This will be explored and discussed further.

Community Services Working Group

· Marie Murray is going to present basic cultural information in July as part of the Community Services Working Group event. The short Immigrant culture 101 will target agencies that are already receiving financial support from United Way.

Southwood Working Group

· The Southwood working group will likely transform into a community organization made up of residents. The first meeting to organize residents will probably occur in the fall when the weather gets cooler.  Meanwhile, the Southwood Working Group continues to facilitate contacts, networking, information sharing, and advocate on behalf of Southwood residents.

Business and Workforce Working Group

· Plans for a Job Fair are well under way. Peter Loach is in contact with board members of the Chamber of Commerce and staff at the Virginia Employment Commission.  It was agreed upon that the Help Fair and possible Job Fair not be combined because they serve two different purposes and a much bigger venue would be needed.

· There is no location in which to host the Mexican Consulate yet. Gloria Rockhold suggested Albemarle High School. The high school is near apartment complexes and trailer parks where Latinos live. The location is well known. 

Health Promoters Working Group

· Although only 6 weeks old, the Health Promoter Working Group has begun to create partnerships with similar groups in Harrisonburg and Richmond through their website. The group’s meetings will remain closed until it is better defined. 

· Zona Latina has a segment on health every week. Please make sure to contact Zona Latina with more health related information to include.

· On July 14th- UVA, the Boys and Girls Club will host a health fair for children in the Covenant School, 10AM-3PM. Only agencies that work with children are invited to participate. 

Education on Immigration Reform and Law

· CJ members would like to hold an education event in Southwood. However, information is changing too fast.

· There is no working group coordination.

· Tim Freilich has volunteered to be coordinator of the working group.

· CJ in Richmond is interested in doing a joint event

· A meeting of some kind is going to be arranged. 

Member Orientation

· Bernice Ramirez is going to be helping execute some ideas

· The Member Orientation Working Group will soon be short in members.

· Rebecca is going overseas and Michael is going to be out in December.

· New committee members will be sought soon.

· The orientation packet will be done in the next week.

Parent outreach to Latinos

· Courtney Stewart is directing the pilot project that if successful can be funded next year.

Mental Health Initiative

· Rhonda Miska suggested Hope for Peace Day Vesna Heart who works with trauma survivors, as a plenary speaker.  She works in Post-traumatic stress disorder that  is such prevalent and universal experience that it would be helpful to offer information and training from this speaker even if perhaps she does not have direct ties to the Latino community and culture. It is important to acknowledge the unique experiences of Latinos. For example, the issue of fear is an important topic to address. Latinos are incredibly isolated as a result of their fear or mistrust of government agencies. 

· The initiative to identify and publish a resource on bilingual therapists, counselors, and mentors will continue later this month.  Linda Hemby hopes Cheryl Ribano will help out.

Alerts

· Linda Hemby, who coordinates the Weekly Alerts, is not getting submissions for the Alert and web site. At this point, most of the information in the Alerts is coming from information Linda has identified, sources she has contacted.  Please make sure to send blurbs with complete information and at least one contact person for the Alerts.

Fundraising:

· A master list of CJ activities and accomplishments is needed to support funding opportunities. Rhonda Miska and Linda Hemby volunteered to complete the project.

Babcock foundation rejected a proposal from CJ. A match was not quiet there because so much of what we do is building the capacity of others.

· They want to work with groups that have been around and provide direct services.

· National council of la Raza has a new program CJ may be interested in.  Peter will be contacting them.

· Robert Wood Johnson is health focused and CJ members focused on health should look to see if funding is available to improve services to people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP). 

MHS 5k run/walk – June 16, 8AM, MHS

· Donations and funds raised will go through PHA and held there until the Monticello High Schools can identity families they want to help and how.

Announcements

· People United will meet June 22-24. The purpose of the gathering is to bring social activists together. Both workshops and time for networking will be available. This year, one of their foci is immigration, with a workshop on racism.

· November 1st, Zona Latina is moving to a new location downtown and will be sharing a multimedia center with NPR on Water Street. This is exciting news: accommodations will be rent-free for the first ten years.

· On September 14, Zona Latina is launching their second television channel and celebrating their one-year anniversary. 

· UVA Procurement Services holds an auction of bicycles left by students. Gloria Rockhold suggested buying some bikes to give away to those in need.

