CRECIENDO JUNTOS – GROWING TOGETHER”

Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes

September 11, 2007

Piedmont Housing Alliance

3:30 – 5:00 pm.

Notes taken by Rhonda Miska

Present:  Peter, Linda, Rhonda, Jo, Gloria

Rhonda agreed to continue to take notes at Executive Committee meetings.  It was agreed that notes from plenaries need to be more substantive, and shouldn’t be taken either by Rhonda or Linda since they have other responsibilities.  Peter said he would try to identify someone to take minutes ahead of time and would be clear with them on expectations since some notes have been poorly written.

CJ activities were reviewed:

The August plenary was a Roundtable in which each attendee was encouraged to speak about Latino oriented services provided by their agency.  (Notes from this plenary are at:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/sessions2007.html )  Everyone agreed that the plenary was a great success and a decision was made that at least twice a year CJ plenaries will be Roundtables.  The September plenary is being organized by Linda for the  CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  She is also organizing the October plenary on mental health.  Marie and Gloria are organizing a domestic violence plenary for November. There will be no plenary in December.  Linda is organizing the January plenary focusing on the Strengthening Families program.  The February plenary will be another Roundtable. 

Peter is working with Fanny Smedile to organize the visit of the Mexican Consulate on Nov 17-18.  There is a meeting with the planning team on Thursday, 9/13 at PHA.  The work of a mini Help Fair to accompany the event has been delegated to the Community Services Working Group and is coordinator, Rhonda, stated that there will most likely be tables with information but few if any staff people from various agencies present during the consulate visit that will last 8 hours each of the two days.

The Community Services group is focused on organizing the 3rd Annual October Help Fair.  Martha Trujillo at United Way is the contact person for that event.  The group is also collecting fliers and handouts to make available at the ‘mini Help Fair’ during the Consulate’s visit.  There was discussion of a 2008 plenary hosted by the group but no decisions have been made.

The Southwood Working Group is focusing on new policy that Habitat for Humanity may implement, with an eye on new policies that may be adverse to Latinos or other groups living in the trailer park.  Linda is networking with residents, Legal Aid Justice Center, and PHA, and is in contact with Lynne Conboy of Habitat.
Peter, who is trying to start up a Business and Workforce Working Group, is planning a October 3 workshop with Leadership Charlottesville.  In November he will give a workshop to the Chamber of Commerce.  He is also working on a job fair with the city, as well as contacting Latino professionals to organize a Latino Leaders Association of Charlottesville.

The Health Promoter Working Group will have their Southwood Help Fair this Saturday from 10 am – 1 pm and they have had more people with an interest in participating than they have space.  Linda encouraged participants to have a one page Spanish language flyer with bullets about services available to Latinos to hand out at the event to Southwood Latinos since most do not read.  The group is exploring a partnership with AHEC (Harrisonburg) and Cross Over Ministries (Richmond) with the idea of a grant proposal involving these two agencies and RHOP. Linda is in charge of a Southwood health assessment for the group that two UVA medical students will assist with.  
There is not a Working Group focused on Immigration Reform and Law, however, Tim Freilich has been active in providing educational trainings at CJ plenaries, participated in a May Spanish language workshop at Incarnation Church, and is supportive of Incarnation’s Immigrant Solidarity Meetings every Wednesday.  
The Orientation Group has lost two of its members.  Its coordinator, Jo, will talk to Linda and Peter about welcome packets.  Linda, Peter and Jo will also coordinate a better system to share information about new CJ members and others wishing to be added to the listserv to receive the weekly Alerts.
Laura Brown has replaced Courtney Steward to head up the Parent Outreach to Latinos Program at Burley Middle School.  Linda reported that she is waiting for Laura to get back to her to coordinate presentations of bilingual health providers at Latino parents’ meetings.
The Mental Health Initiative, including Cheryl Ribano and Linda, has developed a list of Spanish speaking mental health providers which is being used by Social Services, Incarnation, and other groups. The resource is constantly being updated and is available on line at:  http://www.cj-network.org/resource.html 
Peter brought up the idea of a monthly distribution of flyers, at Southwood and other Latino neighborhoods, that could be organized by Bernice and made up of UVa students.  Rhonda questioned how effective this would be if many of the residents have limited literacy skills. Linda reiterated her point that written materials should be one page and only contain bullets about services and bilingual contacts.
Gloria brought up the idea of charging dues for agencies and creating a CJ membership system.  Concerns were expressed that this would create questions about participation of non-members and others at the meeting objected to the idea. It was agreed to table that discussion for another meeting.

