STAY ON THE SAFE SIDE:
· Be polite and calm.

· Never lie or give false information to an immigration agent or police.  It is better to stay silent.

· Do not carry false ID.

· Try not to get in trouble with police.

· Do not travel across borders.

· Carry the name and phone number of an immigration attorney who will take your calls.

· If you do not know an attorney who will take you calls, carry the name and number of a trusted friend who you can call.

IF YOU ARE ARRESTED:

· Give the name or card of your attorney to the immigration agent or police officer.  Ask to speak to your attorney.

· If you do not have an attorney, ask for the list of free or low cost legal services in your area.

· Do not sign anything without talking to an attorney.

· Do not sign anything in a language you do not read.

It is illegal for government agents or police to pick someone out for questioning because of his or her ethnicity or race.

You have a right to be treated with dignity and respect.  If you are beaten, threatened, called racist names, or mistreated, you have a right to complain about that treatment.

Be aware that just because you know your rights and choose to exercise them, it does not mean that the police will necessarily follow the law and respect your rights.

IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE BEEN MISTREATED BY THE POLICE OR IMMIGRATION AGENTS, CALL THE 

Legal Aid Justice Center 

Charlottesville
434/977-0553

Brochure adapted from one prepared by the INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF THE EAST BAY 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
WHAT TO DO IF…

• You are stopped by immigration agents or police while on foot.

•  Your car is pulled 

   over by immigration 

   agents or police.

•  Immigration agents 

   or police come to  

   your home.

