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CJ Supports Charlottesville Fire Department
Charlottesville-Albemarle Latinos have rural roots and low literacy rates among adults who are unaccustomed to using electric or gas stoves and to heating appliances, and so are at high risk for inadvertently causing fires, for burns and for inhaling toxic fumes when using stoves to heat with.  Our local Mexican, Salvadoran and Honduran population is also not accustomed to fire departments (what they are and how to interact with them) or to basic concepts of fire safety in a U.S. setting.

For two years, Charlottesville’s Fire Department has held wonderfully authentic Posadas in December as a way to enhance its relationship with Latinos living in the city, gain their trust, and increase their knowledge about fire safety and other Fire Department issues.  In 2009, the Posada will be held on Friday, December 18, beginning at 6 pm at the Ridge Street Fire House. 

To support the Fire Department’s outreach efforts with Charlottesville city Latinos, CJ, through Linda Hemby, CJ Executive Committee Member:
Met in June 2009 and has been networking with Fire Corps, a volunteer body assisting the Fire Department with outreach, members Mary Loose DeViney, Capt. Joe Hughes, and Felipe Mendoza.

Prepared and published a long, detailed article about the Fire Department’s interest in the Latino community in an August 2009 edition of Nuevas Raíces. 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/docs_2009/ArticleFireDept.doc 

Posted blurbs in the Community Announcement section of the CJ website and in the weekly CJ bulletins encouraging support of and partnering with the Fire Department and also to promote the December Posada.
Translated a flyer into Spanish about the Department’s October 4, 2009 “Bring Your Firetruck” outreach activity and circulated it via email to service providers working with the Latino community and in the waiting room of the Albemarle County Building at 5th Street. Obtained the assistance of Daniel Bannister to distribute copies of the October 2009 flyer to Latino congregations/churches.  
Identified, contacted, and recruited service providers to support Fire Corps:  Claire Moore (Abundant Life Ministries), Joe Magri (Trinity Presbyterian), Hazael Garay (Casa del Padre), Daniel Bannister (Iglesia Fuente de Vida), and Toby Lyons (MACAA Head Start).

Suggested ideas to these service providers for supporting Fire Corps:   getting the word out about the Posada; inviting the Fire Department to give a talk at their church or school about fire safety and furnishing a Spanish language translator; developing activities for Latino children re to fire safety; pairing up at Latino risk adolescents with firefighters to inspire them to become firefighters, to share culture and language skills; identifying Latino adults who could attend the firefighter academy to learn more about the fire department and to promote knowledge of it in their neighborhoods, workplaces, etc.

Facilitated the attendance of the aforementioned service provides at Fire Corps’ November 2009 meeting, to explore these and other possible collaborations.

The Charlottesville Fire Department welcomes Latino and Spanish speaking volunteers to work with Fire Corps on initiatives educating Latinos about fire safety, from helping to increase Cville’s Latino participation in the annual December Posada to getting Latino children excited about fire safety so they can teach their parents about important issues, like not using gas stoves to heat homes, or help them get free fire alarms. There’s also the Citizen’s Fire Academy, designed to allow city residents the opportunity to gain a realistic view of the operations of the Charlottesville Fire Department. Volunteering with Fire Corps is an excellent way to support the city’s Latinos and Fire Department, and will avail service providers - teachers, social workers and others working with Latino children and their parents – important and fun resources to educate their students with life skills and motivate them to share their knowledge. 
For more information about Fire Corps, visit http://www.cfdonline.org/Firecorp/index.htm or contact Mary Loose (MLoose@aol.com or 970-3536) or Felipe Mendoza (301/537-8312). 

