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June 21, 2009 Update:  In Summer 2009, IMPACT received a grant to hire a part time organizer whose primary focus will be to organize the Hispanic congregations.  Her name is Veronica Varagas Pina; she is a member of Incarnation Church.  For more information on this position and its responsibilities, contact Brian Plum at 434/220-2450 or impact@thedartcenter.org 




 
Recognizing the importance of the church in Latino culture, and hoping to mobilize churches to become more active in serving the Latino community, Linda Hemby, CJ Executive Committee Member, has been networking with area faith based agencies, those with and without significant Latino members.

Since 2007, Hemby has been meeting with churches to discuss Creciendo Juntos (CJ) work and to encourage them to attend CJ meetings and to use its network to serve their Spanish speaking congregations or neighbors. 

To churches and agencies with little or no experience in the Latino community, like Trinity Presbyterian (Wade Bradshaw and Katie Pencock) and Love, Inc. (Susan Shellito), Hemby suggested a mentoring program, using non-Latino, English speaking church members to mentor Latinos and other Limited English Proficiency (LEP) children and adults.

Hemby provided outreach opportunities to four local churches (Incarnation, Casa del Padre, Iglesia Canaan, Palabra de Fe)  with Latino members and to two churches without (Trinity Presbyterian and Sojourner’s), by facilitating their participation in the Southwood Hispanic Heritage Help Fair (2007), which she coordinated.

She also facilitated Palabra de Fe’s participation in a unique Latino parenting and ESL initiative that began in 2007 and restarted for the 2008-09 school year.  The initiative also includes Albemarle Public Schools, Albemarle Social Services, and Arc of the Piedmont’s Infant Development Project.

She began, and continues to update, the CJ web section Churches with Spanish Services, a directory of all area churches with significant Latino populations and faith based groups interested in Latinos:  http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html#churches

Hemby also worked with Sam Levy, Abundant Life Ministries, helping ALM to access bilingual volunteers for an event, disseminating information about ALM’s work with Latinos at the Blue Ridge Commons, among other efforts.  Hemby has also followed up with Levy’s replacement, Claire Moore.

Hemby welcomed Daniel Bannister when he came to Cville and looked for her at an Albemarle ESL Help Fair in April 2007, provided contacts for him to network, and has circulated information about his new church Iglesia Fuente de Vida.

More recently, she spoke at a monthly meeting of the Alliance for Interfaith Ministries, providing an overview of Creciendo Juntos (CJ), the local Latino population, and resources to help them.

Among other initiatives, Hemby met IMPACT (Brian Plum) several times to encourage it to organize a group of churches with Spanish speaking congregations around a common theme like crime.  She shared her knowledge, contacts, and other information relating to churches with Spanish speaking congregations with IMPACT which has contacted some of these churches and will continue to contact the rest.  

More and more, churches are attending CJ meetings and events, and it is hoped that IMPACT will be able to organize them into an active IMPACT work group.

