CJ Presentation for Health Promoters

January 19, 2009
In May 2007, the CJ Health Promoter Working Group was formed with the objective of providing a Lay Health Promoter program in the greater Cville area. During fall 2008, it provided extensive training to 12 Latino “promotores”.  

Beginning in January 2009, the “promotores” or health promoters, will be receiving monthly continuing education.  Linda Hemby, CJ Executive Committee Member, responded to a request from the group to do Spanish language presentations on both “Navigating Social Services” and “Local Detention Myths and Realities”.

All twelve promoters were in attendance, in addition to their coordinator, Colombia Dr. Ivonne López, and two bilingual caseworkers from SARA and the UVA Cancer Clinic.  

Hemby provided the group a Spanish language list of services and benefits at Albemarle Social Services, distinguishing those with immigration requirements.  She addressed Emergency Medicaid, which covers the hospital bill for the delivery of an undocumented Latina, and  suggested pregnant Latinas and Latino families of small children seek out the services of CHIP and WIC, providing an overview of both programs.  She also responded to the many questions about how to overcome the many language barriers Virginia Social Service agencies are known for.  

The “promotores” shared many stories about the detention of Latinos in our area and with Hemby’s help were able to identify those that were rumors.  Hemby talked about the policy of the Albemarle Police Department, with respect to stopping Latinos who are driving, and encouraged “promotores” to strongly encourage Latinos to cooperate with area police, including joining the newly formed Neighborhood Watch group at the Southwood trailer park.
REFERENCES:  For more information on the health promoter initiative, visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html

