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                                 Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                 Monthly Plenary

                      January 14, 2010
Forum - Faith Based Perspectives on Latino Problems
The objective of this CJ panel is to provide a bridge between the faith based community and other service providers working with Latinos, to enhance understanding about problems facing the Latino community and generate ideas and opportunities to explore partnerships to respond to them.
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Meeting Minutes
Welcome & Introduction

Forty-six people attended the Plenary. Dilcia Colindres opened the event, welcomed everyone, and encouraged all to stay after the adjournment to network.  She also introduced the Plenary’s facilitator Daniel Bannister.
Daniel Bannister from Iglesia Fuente de Vida facilitated the meeting and introduced each of the presenters and invited Father Edwin Montanez to open the meeting with a word of prayer. Daniel explained the purpose of the Plenary is to provide opportunities for everyone present to network, learn from each other, and create new initiatives together. He said that faith is a vital part of the Latino community and that faith based groups partnering together enables them to become more effective in meeting community needs. 

Presentations

Claire Moore from Abundant Life Ministries gave a presentation on the work this organization is doing in the Prospect Ave/Fifeville neighborhood in Charlottesville. She described their outreach as a holistic ministry that addresses the spiritual, educational, and economic needs of a whole individual, family, and community. Their programs that involve Latino youth include the Johnson Elementary Tutoring Program, the Walker/Buford Tutoring program, evening clubs/Bible studies, field trips to local sport and art and cultural events, and a week long summer camp held each August. Their programs for Latino adults include a family literacy program, and ESL adult tutoring classes. Claire also outlined the assets (two parent households, cultural identity, faith, close-knit families) and challenges (limited English proficiency, racism, poverty, limited access to social services) surrounding many area Latino families. 
Veronica Vargas of IMPACT talked about this network of 33 local  inter-faith congregations and the work it carries out towards justice and equality in the community. Her presentation was in Spanish and was translated by Daniel Bannister. Veronica outlined the projects IMPACT has headed up in the last few years, including extending the public transit system to the Southwood neighborhood and advocating for accessible housing. This year’s focus will be on providing interpretive services for the LEP community. IMPACT wants to collaborate with other groups to give voice to and meet the needs of the Latino community. Her presentation was accompanied by an IMPACT fact sheet, which can be found on their website at http://impactcville.blogspot.com/2007/12/our-successes.html  
Rich Hubbard of Rios de Agua Viva, formerly Palabra de Fe, talked about his church’s outreach efforts to the Latino community over the last three years. He explained the need for major legislative changes and also outlined how groups can directly and immediately assist Latinos facing language barriers and discrimination by participating in events such as the Help Fair and by providing support through faith-based groups, an integral part of Latino culture. He also emphasized the value of networking opportunities and support CJ provides and encouraged faith-based and other community groups to work together.
Fanny Smedle of the Church of the Incarnation spoke of the variety of reasons that Latinos have immigrated to the US and explained the importance of the broader community’s understanding and acceptance of Latinos’ varied experiences and backgrounds. She also talked about Incarnation’s outreach efforts to the Latino community, including celebrating Latino rituals and holidays with their congregation as well as meeting with area service providers to learn about the immediate needs of the Latino community in our area. Out of these networking opportunities, Incarnation now offers programs to assist with food and utilities, interpretation, and offer encouragement and support to members dealing with economic hardship. Fanny explained the cultural tendency for Latinos to seek out help from churches rather than other community agencies, in addition to their language barriers, and for that reason it is all the more important that the churches and secular service providers collaborate in reaching out to the Latino community. 
Comments and Questions

Daniel updated the audience on CJ’s Faith Based Work Group, which he began to lead this month.  Daniel hopes the Plenary will increase faith based organizations partnerships with service organizations and access to information about resources for Latinos. More information about the Faith Based Initiatives Work Group can be found on CJ’s website from their homepage or under the Working Groups tab: http://www.cj-network.org/ 
Todd Hopwood from the Albemarle County Police Department asked if IMPACT has moved along with its goal to provide interpreter services. Brian Plum of IMPACT explained that this year’s goal of addressing the needs for interpreter services will focus on legal services and that more details about this initiative will be determined next week. He also said the group can always use volunteers for help with interpretation.

Neil Rodrigo-Kelly of the International Rescue Committee talked about their interpreter services program and invited anyone interested in their services to get in touch with her. They provide interpreter services in many languages for the hospitals, social services, and many other agencies. An audience member asked her to describe their interpreter training program. She explained that the IRC developed and uses its own 16 hour training program so they can provide that resource for Charlottesville. Bridging the Gap in Harrisonburg provides a more intensive 40 hour training program that she also recommends. Daniel Bannister referred the audience to the CJ website which has a description of these training programs and contact links under the Interpreters tab: http://www.cj-network.org/ 
Karen Tarbell talked about Forward Adelante, her quarterly English/Spanish business journal that focuses on entrepreneurship and bridging the gap between the English and Latino business communities. She offered churches the opportunity to network and advertise through the publication at a discounted rate. Her contact information can be found under the Media section of the Local Latino Focused Initiatives tab on the CJ website: http://www.cj-network.org/ 
Martha Trujillo of United Way talked about the upcoming Help Fair in October, 2010 and invited churches to contact her to participate and propose locations, which has yet to be determined.
Megan Liddle of United Way talked about United Way’s free tax assistance program for low-income families (2009 income of less than $49,000). She and Martha speak Spanish and can help those without a social security number obtain an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number. She emphasized that the IRS does not share their information with Immigration, and she encouraged churches to advertise this free service to the members of their congregations.

Daniel Bannister showed the audience the CJ webpage that lists all local churches that have a service in Spanish. This list can be found under the Local Latino Focused Initiatives page on the CJ website: http://www.cj-network.org/ 
Daniel closed the meeting in a word of prayer.
Announcements & Adjournment
Dilcia Colindres, CJ Chair, asked if there were any Announcements. 
Anna Sullivan, CJ Program Coordinator, passed out an evaluation form to get feedback on the Plenary and passed around a sign-in sheet asking everyone to fill in their information. Anyone who attends will be added to the CJ listserv and receive the Alert, CJ’s weekly bulletin. 

Gloria Rockhold, a member of the Steering Committee for Charlottesville’s Dialogue on Race said that the initiative really needs more African American and Latino participants. She explained how the Latino community has remained fairly invisible and that the upcoming Dialogue on Race is an excellent forum for their needs and concerns to be made public. She asked that churches please share this opportunity with their congregations and handed out a flyer in Spanish. To sign up for the Dialogue on Race go to www.charlottesville.org/dialogue. Or call 434-970-3101. There will be a bilingual English/Spanish group. 

Fanny Smedle announced that the Church of the Incarnation is looking for volunteers to help with interpreter services.

Dilcia closed the meeting by announcing the upcoming Plenaries:

Upcoming CJ Plenaries:

February 11: Southwood Update: 2009 Survey Results and Habitat’s Response
with consultant firm, Habitat for Humanity and Southwood representatives

March 11: Latino Legal Issues
facilitated by Doug Ford (UVa Immigration Clinic) with attorneys Eddie Summers, Tim Frielich,

Elva Mason and Erin Trodden

April 8: Latinos & Mental Health
facilitated by Elizabeth Irvin (The Women’s Initiative) with UVA’s Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, Ingrid Ramos (Charlottesville League of Therapists) and other Latino mental health providers

Below is the handout distributed at this plenary.

CHURCHES WITH SPANISH LANGUAGE SERVICES
Local churches with Spanish language services include the following:
Iglesia Rios de Agua Viva, formerly Palabra de Fe (Word of Faith’s Spanish congregation), has Sunday services at 1:00 pm in the chapel at Cherry Avenue Christian Church, 1720 Cherry (off of Harris & 5 th St Extd). To obtain information about teen, book studies, and other church activities, please contact Pastor Rich Hubbard at: richhubbard@aol.com or 434/825-7917
Iglesia Fuente de Vida, a Spanish language Christian church devoted to community service that began in fall 2008, is led by Daniel Bannister. It presently has three in-home Bible studies: one on Sunday mornings in the Hessian Hills Apartments (Georgetown Rd) at 9 am, a women’s luncheon on Thursdays at noon (for women only, Bible study is held and then followed by a time to share recipes and cook together), and an evening Bible study held on Fridays at 7 pm  at 776 Old Brook Rd in the Abbington Crossing Apartments (the pastor’s home). To contact Pastor Daniel Bannister email him at mdbannister@liberty.edu or call 434-426-4122. http://www.iglesiafuentedevida.net
Casa Del Padre, Sunday services at 11:30 am and Friday services at 7 pm are some of the services offered at the 155 Carlton Rd Church (by the railroad tracks). Pastors: Fernando & Hazael Garay, Phone (434) 989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com. For more information also, visit http://www.iglesiacasadelpadre.com 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (La Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos de los Ultimos Días). Services every Sunday at 12:30 pm at 1275 Timberwood Blvd (Cville). Bilingual contact: Elder (434) 825-9712 and Catalina Garcia catalinaviba@hotmail.com; the office phone is (434) 973-6607 (Office). All meetings are translated simultaneously into Spanish and the church has a Gospel Doctrine Class taught in Spanish. For more information visit www.lds.org (click on Español). 
Church of the Incarnation, 1465 Incarnation Drive (located behind Toys R Us).  Mass in Spanish: 12:30pm Sundays.  Father Edwin Montanez is the Colombian parochial vicar at the church whose Hispanic community is close to 25% of the parish.  Spanish bible study, praise and worship, rosary and prayer groups are scheduled regularly.  Christian formation and sacramental preparation is available in Spanish and English. For more information, contact Father Edwin Montanez (eam@incarnationparish.org), Fannie Smedle (434-591-0950), or Deacon Bernie Taylor at the parish office (434-973-4381).
Jehovah's Witnesses - Kingdom Hall, 665 Old Lynchburg Rd (Immediately before Southwood’s entrance), has had a growing Spanish speaking congregation since 2004; it meets three times a week. Please call for more information, (434) 295-8805. 
Iglesia Pentecostal Fuente de Salvación (Pentecostal), in the West Park Plaza at 355 W Rio Rd. Services on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. For more information, contact Pastor Carlos at (434) 409-8570.
Tabernaculo de David (Pentecostal), in the West Park Plaza at 355 W Rio Rd. For information about services, contact Pastora Cathy Antigua at (434) 987-4203. 
Iglesia Cannan, 3045 Ivy Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903, Pastor: Josue Hernandez
Phone: 434-295-5050, Service: Wed - 7 pm and Friday 7 pm and Sunday 6 p.m. Email: iglesiacanaan@comcast.net; www.ministerioscanaan.org
Iglesia De Dios Luz Y Vida, the Spanish language counterpart of Covenant Church at 1025 E Rio Rd, is coordinated by Pastor Ramon Monja Res. Services are at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday and Saturday nights. For more information contact Pastor’s assistant Saul Urrutea at (434) 825-7704. http://www.covenantchurch.net
IMPACT (Interfaith Movement Promoting Action by Congregations Together) began to contact area churches with Spanish language congregations in 2008 to explore what interest they had in joining IMPACT’s social justice programs. In summer 2009, Veronica Varagas Pina was hired to work as IMPACT’s Hispanic congregation advocate. Contact: Brian Plum at (540) 907-2299 or impact@thedartcenter.org or Veronica at vargaspina@hotmail.com
Abundant Life Ministries operates ESL, mentoring and other projects serving the Latino community in Blue Ridge Commons, and Claire Moore is its bilingual worker who can be reached at (434) 970-2077 or Claire@charlottesvilleabundantlife.org ; http://www.charlottesvilleabundantlife.org 
First United Methodist Church, located at 101 E. Jefferson Street, is interested in expanding its congregation to include Latinos. For more information, contact Rev. Ashley Abarca-Mitchell (434/262-2429 or revashley@comcast.net) or her Costa Rican husband David Abarca (434/607-5723, dabarca71@comcast.net). 
Hope Community Center , at 341 11th Street NW, operates programs for children, refugees, and the homeless. It is interested in developing projects for Latinos. Contact: Joshua Bare at 434-872-0200, 434-825-1404 or joshua@hopecommuntycenter.org; http://www.hopecommunitycenter.org
Trinity Presbyterian Church at 3101 Fontaine Avenue Extd, has offered ESL classes and is interested in expanding the program and developing initiatives for Latinos. Contacts include Wade Bradshaw and Katie Pencock who can be reached at (434) 977-3700 or mission@trinitycville.org katie.pennock@trinitycville.org; http://www.trinitycville.org
