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                  Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                        Monthly Plenary

             March 11, 2010
CJ FORUM:  Latino Legal Issues

Agenda 
Welcome  

Dilcia Colindres

Introduction

Tim Freilich
Speakers 

Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center

Employment law (wage/hour claims, discrimination claims), housing law (landlord/tenant disputes, home foreclosure assistance) & consumer law (predatory lending)

Eddie Summers, Charlottesville Immigration Center 

Adjustment of status (employment based, family based, 3 yr./10 yr. bar on admission, special visa categories [S, T, U, VAWA]), detention/deportation (finding information about detainee, finding legal assistance)

Elva Mason, Law Offices of Elva Mason

Family law matters (accessing the JDR court, child custody/visitation,  child support, establishing paternity, powers of attorney), education and school matters (enrollment and placement issues, students with special needs, cultural competency)

Phil Storey, Legal Aid Justice Center
Language Access:  overview of Title VI (language access anecdotes, enforcement options, investigation of Albemarle DSS), IMPACT’s efforts, Courtroom Monitoring Project

Questions & Answers

Adjournment & Announcements


Linda Hemby
For more information relating to today’s plenary, visit the Immigration Rights webpage on the CJ website.

www.cj-network.org

Overview

Welcome  

Dilcia Colindres Colindres welcomed over 60 attendees and introduced Tim Freilich who facilitated the forum.
Introduction
Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center started the plenary by stating Latinos have the same legal issues as everyone else living in the U.S., in addition to immigration issues.  He mentioned that many of the services required by area Latinos are offered by bilingual attorneys, including today’s speakers.
Speakers

Tim used a power point presentation 

to describe services provided by Legal Aid Justice Center (www.justice4all.org),, including programs such as Civil Advocacy, Just Children, Immigrant Advocacy, Elder Law, Child Health Advocacy, Virginia Institutionalized Persons Project.  The Center also partners with UVA Law School to provide an Immigration Law Clinic (operated by Doug Ford).

to describe services provided by the Central Virginia Legal Aid Society (http://www.cvlas.org)   which shares a building with Legal Aid Justice Center.  This group, like Legal Aid Justice Center, assists low income residents, focusing on cases private attorneys typically won’t take.  The main difference between the two groups is that CVLAS receives Federal funds and is limited who they can serve:  permanent residents, refugees, immigrants with work or other kinds of visas.
Tim’s power point can be accessed at: http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2010/CJPlenaryMar10.ppt 
Tim also introduced private attorneys Eddie Summers and Eva Mason, both who provided summaries of their services before attorney Phil Storey spoke.

Eddie Summers directs the Charlottesville Immigration Law Center (http://cvilc.com).  While this is a for profit group which responds to a full range of immigration issues,  from filing of applications through representation before the immigration and federal courts, it often provides a sliding scale to low income immigrants and free advice to service providers seeking help for their immigrant clients.  Eddie addressed the process of obtaining a green card and other visa options and also spoke about detention issues.  
Regarding visas, Eddie stressed the long wait times to obtain work visas, visas for family members, and residency.  He also provided an overview for the S visa (for persons who provide information on crime or terrorism), the T visa (for victims of trafficking), for the U visa (victims of serious crimes), and the VAWA visa (victims of domestic abuse). 
Information about visa options can be found at:  http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html 

In addition to processing times, there are waiting lists for visas at consulate offices: http://www.laborimmigration.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/NVC-Queue-Numbers-and-Statistics.pdf
Regarding detention, Eddie provided shared information gleaned from several online sites, among them: 
http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html 
http://immigration.findlaw.com/immigration/immigration-deportation/immigration-deportation-process.html
http://immigration.lawyers.com/deportation/Deportation-and-Removal-Process.html
http://www.justice.gov/eoir 
http://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org 
Elva Mason has a private practice and among her clients are Latinos who seek her out for help with family law matters (accessing the JDR court, child custody/visitation,  child support, establishing paternity, powers of attorney).  Since she was a member of the Charlottesville School Board, Elva also provides legal representation in education and school matters (enrollment and placement issues, students with special needs, cultural competency).  
Phil Storey is an attorney who is working with the Legal Aid Justice Center and presently advising IMPACT’s language access advocacy initiative. He mentioned how everyone in the U.S., including undocumented immigrants, are protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which states that “no person shall on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be denied the benefits of … any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.”  The Federal government has laws, policy, and guidance to protect persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) who come in contact with government and non-government agencies that receive Federal funding. Such entities can lose their funding if they do not comply with government regulations to provide language access services free of cost. Phil said that IMPACT’s initiative is focusing on Albemarle and Charlottesville police departments, on the local jail and courts.  More information about LEP policy is located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/imm-acess.html 
See below for a summary of Legal Resources for Immigrants in the Greater Charlottesville Area compiled with information provided at today’s forum.
Questions & Answers

A representative from Chandler Law Group (http://www.chandlerlawgroup.com) offered an overview of its services and underscored that many of its attorneys are bilingual. 

Assistant Director of Albemarle Social Services expressed an interest in clarifying something Phil Storey had mentioned.  John Freeman said that his agency is not under investigation; that it underwent a random review not connected to any specific complaints.  He also said that the agency has a work group focusing on how to improve language access.
Blanca Owens, from CHIP, said that her Latino clients are frequently denied services at social services.  During his presentation, Phil Storey asked attendees, “how many of you have Clients who have had language access problems at social services?”  The majority raised their hands. (NOTE:  locally  there are two social services offices.)
Adjournment & Announcements

Linda Hemby advised people to consult the Immigration section of the CJ website for information and resources relating to today’s forum.  She also announced upcoming Latino related community events and thanked today’s speakers.
	Legal Resources for Immigrants in the Greater Charlottesville Area



	Agency

	Types of Cases

	Central Virginia  Legal Aid Society

As a recipient of federal funds, can only represent U.S. citizens and their spouses, legal permanent residents, refugees, asylum-seekers, holders of certain work visas, and victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.

Location:  1000 Preston Ave (Washington Park)

Telephone:  (434) 296-885, (888)200-8479 
	Divorce and child support
Domestic violence
Dealing with debt collectors
Workers’ rights
Bankruptcy

Landlord/tenant issues


	Legal Aid Justice Center

Represents immigrants without regard to immigration status (TPS, undocumented, etc.)

Income limits:  200% of federal poverty guidelines ($21,660/1 person; $29, 140/2 people; etc.)

No cost services

Address:  1000 Preston Avenue (Washington Park)

Telephone: (434) 977-0553  

Contact: Tim Freilich, Extension 111 or tim@justice4all.org 

Contact:  Doug Ford, UVA Immigration Law Clinic, Extension 136 or doug@justice4all.org 


	Employment law:  claims for unpaid wages; employment discrimination; assistance filing for unemployment insurance benefits if eligible

Housing law:  landlord/tenant disputes; migrant farmworker housing conditions; home foreclosure

Consumer law:  dealing with abusive debt collectors; predatory lending (payday loans, car title loans)
Public benefits:  Social Security benefits; unemployment insurance; social services (TANF;  Food Stamps, etc.)

Immigration:   asylum, visa problems, and citizenship.  


	Charlottesville Immigration Center
Represents immigrants without regard to immigration status (TPS, undocumented, etc.)

Fee based with some sliding scale consultations and representations for low income households

Address:  226 Douglas Ave (Belmont)

Telephone: (434) 220-2799
Contact:  Eddie Summers

Email:  es@ocho.com

	Full range of immigration issues from filing of applications through representation before the immigration and federal courts

	Law Offices of Elva Mason

Represents immigrants without regard to immigration status (TPS, undocumented, etc.)

Fee based with some sliding scale consultations and representations for low income households

Address:  509 12th Street, NW

Telephone:  (434) 984-6664 

Contact: Eva Mason

Email:  EMasonLegal@aol.com 


	Family law matters (accessing the JDR court, child custody/visitation,  child support, establishing paternity, powers of attorney), education and school matters (enrollment and placement issues, students with special needs, cultural competency)



	Chandler Law 
Represents immigrants without regard to immigration status (TPS, undocumented, etc.)

Fee based


Address:  1010 Ednam Center, Suite 100
Telephone:  (434) 971-1554

	Car accidents, accidents involving trucks or tractor trailers, wrongful death, SUV rollovers and automobile defects, defective products, nursing home abuse and neglect, workers' compensation, and dangerous pharmaceutical drugs

	Regional Manager for Civil Rights

Telephone:  (215) 861-4441,(800) 368-1019
Contact:  Paul Cushing

Email:  Paul.Cushing@hhs.gov

	To report specific incidences of language barriers at area agencies (hospitals, schools, police, social services, and other offices receiving federal funding); may do so anonymously




