Latino Early Childhood Development
Thursday, June 10, 2010

Welcome: Dilcia Colindres, Shelter for Help in Emergency

Introduction: Judy Smith, Jefferson Area CHIP

Presentation:

· Local Latino Culture and Early Childhood Development- Sue Tansey, Bright Stars-Agnor Hurt Elementary School:
To bring awareness of how the Latino community has grown in the past years, and the challenges that Latino families face with young children.  Most of the families live together in crowded homes with multiple family members.  Even though they live in crowed homes they are well behaved, polite, and more responsible of their personal belongings.  They are also more stable.  A lot of the Hispanic families are divided by some living in the United States trying to work hard and also provide for their families in their countries.  A lot of Hispanic families have children in their countries that they haven’t seen in years, and it’s hard on them, and the children here who are also affected.  
Dilcia Colindres, Shelter for the Help in Emergency, Dilcia shared a personal story of coming to the United States and how hard it was when she left her own country, fleeing an abusive relationship and leaving her family behind.  She came to the Unites States in 1989.  She worked hard and she and her family (husband and 4 year old daughter) came to VA in 2000 because it was a very family orientated place.  Upon arriving to VA she met Sue Tansey and she helped Dilcia enroll her daughter in school.  She has helped other families with their children and learned how different cultures discipline their children and the challenge of offering advice to families.  She has learned so much, and as well helped others through out the years. 
Panel Discussion:  Latino Families raising young children in America
Parenting & Bicultural Issues-Toby Lyons, MACAA Head Start:  The most important thing to Latinos is family, and how they struggle each day.  When they have left their children behind in their countries and are trying to provide for them from here; it is harder it is then they anticipated.  Many mothers suffer from depression, which keeps them from encouraging their kids here because they are thinking about their kids back home.  Some families face the constant fear of Immigration.  Latino boys and girls are raised differently as children; boys have more freedom then girls and girls are taught to be conservative and keep to them self.  Boys are freer to express themselves because of how they are raised.  Also Latino kids spend a lot of time watching TV, and inside their homes as opposed to being outdoors playing, running, interacting with other children, playing with toys, and using their imagination.  It is important to encourage parents to spend more time with their children outside exercising.  Encourage parents to keep their culture alive by continuing to speak in Spanish and in English.  Encourage parents to learn English so they don’t become dependent on their kids to translate.  
Preparing for school: Sue Tansey-Bright Stars Agnor Hurt Elementary School:  Entering Preschool is important, it can be overwhelming and it can come as a shock.  Exposing Latino kids to English at home can help when they are going to enter school.  Learning a second language can be difficult and challenging as well.  Some Latino kids have a slight touch of ADHD because they are bored it is hard for them to concentrate.  Many Latino families leave everything to the teachers because they believe that the teachers are supposed to teach the kids, and parents are less supportive at home.  A lot of parents don’t come to school functions because of lack of transportation, or because they don’t have a license.  Many children have limited vocabulary skills which can affect their ability in reading later.  Hispanic parents have the key for their children to succeed and we have to get parents involved, and not let language be a barrier.  

Parents Education, Language & Literacy- Carolina Ortiz, Jefferson Area CHIP:   It’s important to educate parents without offending them or making them feel badly about receiving assistance.  It’s important to emphasize the need to participate in their child’s education, and encourage parents to ask questions if they don’t understand.  Clarify that we are here to help and not judge them.  Encourage them to participate in their child’s education by going to the school more to get to know the teachers; spend more time in the classroom if possible and go to meetings and events that the school may have.  Support parents if they lack confidence, it doesn’t matter if they didn’t finish school or even if they didn’t go to school.  Be respectful of their religious beliefs, and be clear that we are not here to change them, but to guide them so they and their children can be successful.  
Children’s Health- Dr. Kellams, UVA Pediatrics:  Language is a big barrier and we need more interpreters.  The community needs to help families get help and support so they can understand what they need to do to take care of their children.  It is important that they understand for the well being of their children.  We need to respect their culture and beliefs as we provide help.  
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