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      Creciendo Juntos (CJ)

                                 Monthly Plenary

  Thursday, October 14, 2010
     10:00 – 11:30 

Domestic Violence in the Latino Community 
and its Effect on Children’s Ability to Learn

Agenda

Welcome 

Facilitators:        

· Dilcia Colindres, Legal and Outreach Advocate for the Spanish Speaking Community at the Shelter for Help in Emergency:  dcolindres@shelterforhelpinemergency.org   


· Ingrid Ramos, Latino Services Program Coordinator and Lead Therapist at Charlottesville League of Therapists: ingrid.ramos@leagueoftherapists.com  
Video Presentation


Speakers:
· Gretchen Ellis, Director of the Charlottesville/Albemarle Commission on Children and Families: gellis@albemarle.org 


· Lea Calvani, Child & Adolescent Advocate at the Shelter for Help in Emergency: lcalvani@shelterforhelpinemergency.org  


· Joe Weaver, Social Worker at Monticello High School:  jweaver@k12albemarle.org 


Comments, Questions & Answers 

Dilcia Colindres and Ingrid Ramos

Announcements & Adjournment 
Martha Trujillo, Information and Referral Specialist at United Way and Chair of Creciendo Juntos
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes:

Introduction: Ingrid Ramos
To view Ingrid Ramos’ presentation, go to: http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2010/Oct2010DVandLearningIntro.ppt    
Issues for Latino Children in situations of Domestic Violence:

· Immigration: whether legally or illegally, is a stressful process for the entire family

· Change of gender roles, what is expected of men and women

· Fear of reporting a problem of Domestic Violence

· Fear of deportation

· Confusion about the legal system

· Lack of awareness of rights

· Difficulty of accessing services

· Fear among women of becoming homeless

· Immigrant families need extra support –especially being away from extended families

· Schools are often unaware of the connection between difficult situations at home, particularly domestic violence, and their performance in school

Video Documentary shown: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itmvLytrN-s 
Dilcia Colindres: introduced speakers


Gretchen Ellis: 
(Bio: Gretchen Ellis is the Director of the Charlottesville/Albemarle Commission on Children and Families. She has over thirty years of experience in juvenile justice, program planning and coordination, and a long involvement in addressing the needs of children exposed to violence, including launching KidsWatch, the local child victim Multidisciplinary Team, and the Foothills Child Advocacy Center.)

To view Gretchen Ellis’ PowerPoint presentation, go to: http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/2010/Oct2010GretchenEllis.ppt    
Presentation:
· Domestic Violence: pattern of physical, sexual, or emotional abusive behavior used by one individual to maintain power in the relationship

· Kids can be exposed by witnessing an attack, being abused themselves, hear emotional or physical abuse, or witness the results of violence

· 90% of children from violent homes witness the abuse and are aware of it

· Exposure to domestic violence has physical impacts

· Physical injury

· Child abuse and neglect

· Emotional inpact: attachment, phobias, depression, insomnia, low self-esteem, PTSD

· Interpersonal impact: aggression, behavior problems, withdrawal, criminal behavior, generational violence

· Educational impact: poor academic performance, truancy, low school attachment, poor problem solving skills

· What can be done? 

· Prevent violence from occurring through community awareness campaigns, early childhood home visiting programs, school and community based prevention programs. Communities and schools need to be aware of the very serious negative consequences of domestic violence

· Children exposed to domestiv violence need to be reassured it is not their fault, they need assistance in developing a safety plan, and they often require other supportive services. Children need supportive and supported relationships with the non-offending parent

· KidsWatch is a partnership between schools, SHE, Curry School, Region Ten, CYFS, police, and others to identify students exposed to domestic violence and provide supportive services. The program uses a puppet show displaying forms of abuse and then the children who watched the show are interviewed to find out if they have experienced any of those forms of abuse. If so, they are given counseling and other resources:

· (list resources from her presentations)

Joe Weaver 

(Bio: Joe Weaver brings over twenty years of experience working with adolescents in a variety of settings, from working at a day treatment facility for emotionally challenged students, to group facilitation, group home counseling at Elk Hill farm, and, for the past nine years, as the school social worker at Monticello High School in Albemarle County. Joe earned a Masters in School Social Work from VCU.)
Presentation:
· Issues at Schools

· Latino students are not connecting with teachers and guidance counselors

· Fear of lack of trust that teachers will not look out for their needs or will even turn the problem against the student

· Children with support from outside their families have a better success rate
· Latino children in the Albemarle County schools have higher dropout rates and the best help the counselors can offer is to help the students open up about issues and get them the help they need

· Sexual assault issues are harder to address –often teen moms are in relationships with older men and they do not want to identify abuse; they also are 
more likely to drop out of school because of the need for childcare

Lea Calvani 
(Bio: Lea Calvani is the Child and Adolescent Advocate at The Shelter for Help in Emergency, where she has worked directly with over 100 children this year providing advocacy and counseling services for young people exposed to domestic violence, as well as for their survivor parents. Through her work with ARC of the Piedmont, Virginia Institute of Autism, Charlottesville City Schools, and consulting she has advocated for children and adults with developmental disabilities in a number of capacities.)
Presentation: 
· Issues surrounding children in situations of domestic violence

· Fear of the law

· Taking responsibility for the violence

· Shame and Isolation

· Early intervention and safety planning is essential –helping kids to cope and avoid further exposure to domestic violence

· With limited English speakers the Children are often put in the role of acting as interpreters

· Very important to use interpreters so the kids can be kids

· Also important to encourage the children to talk about the culture they come from, their families, etc –helping them open up and feel valued

· It’s challenging to overcome cultural barriers with families in situation of domestic violence and it’s very important to have bilingual service providers working with those families

Questions and Comments:

Dilcia Colindres: SHE provides a 24 hour Language Line so speakers of other languages can get the help they need. They also provide legal advocacy, counseling

Aaron Miller: SHE has a new brochure in Spanish that participants should pick up and distribute to Latino clients. There is also a new brochure for children in situations of domestic Violence (currently going to print, will be available in a few weeks. If you’re interested contact Aaron Miller: or Dilcia COlindres: )

Question: Latino dropouts has been an issue for years and years. What is Monticello doing to help this situation and at what age should intervention start?

Joe: Outreach to the families and connection with the community to build trust and form a relationship between the schools and the Latino families. Paul Jones, a Spanish speaking teacher at Monticello, is key for Latino students –they trust him and go to him with issues. Intervention needs to begin in elementary school. By the time they are in high school it might be too late. Students need to be held back if they are not ready for the next grade –this is a national issue, not just local. With the commission’s help Monticello and other county schools are trying to create a program to identify and support students who are at risk of dropping out, and intervening at an early age. By the time they get to middle school it’s much more difficult to turn the success rate around. Families reading to their children has been proven to help greatly with success in school –this is something we can all encourage our clients to do. 


Gretchen: The high quality free preschool programs makes a great difference in the dropout rate. The more children we can get into those programs the more likely we are to reduce the dropout rate. There are waiting lists for some, but not all, and families should really be encouraged to enroll their kids. It’s also really important to stress to parents that every day of school is  a critical part of the learning process. If a child misses 10% of the school days they will not get the education they need. 


Joe: Parents might think that children missing days of elementary or middle school is less important than missing high school, but they won’t pass their early SOLs if they’re not in school, so we need to make the message clear that every grade is important

Question: What resources or interventions are directed at the men involved in domestic violence and what resources are available for the Spanish speakers? 


Lea: Batterer intervention programs are typically court appointed. SHE always takes calls for anyone in a situation of domestic violence. CYFS also offers a program for fathers. Really the resources for men are fairly limited. And none of them are in Spanish except for a Region 10 program for court appointed abusers. 


Maria Williams: You have to understand the state of mind of the family and the cultural aspects that affect Latino families. We need more service providers trying to find the balance of  respect for the culture of origin but also providing education on US culture and awareness of the resources.

Question: Issue with refugee immigrants punishing their children physically –we as Americans call this abuse, but within their culture it is appropriate. How do we handle inserting our cultural expectations into these situations?

Lea: Put the emphasis on healthy relationships, giving tools on how to function well, without abuse. Conversation is an enormous part of crossing over cultural values. There’s an understanding of cultures being different –at SHE women generally come to the place to realize that this IS abuse, not okay, and the fact that it is against the law is important.


Comment: Education is the foundation for these issues –more educated women realize that abuse is not acceptable or tolerable. As women from all countries become more educated, they learn that they have rights and do not deserve to be abused. 


Dilcia Colindres: Domestic Violence in not a cultural issue, it can happen to anyone. And it is a learned behavior, not inherent. 


Question: How does a school become aware that a child is experiencing domestic violence and what is the follow up once the school knows?


Joe: Relationships with the students is the most important thing. Resilient children are often overlooked because they’re not exhibiting the symptoms and don’t get referred to a counselor. If a child is suspected of being in a situation of abuse (or has any other personal problem) they are referred to a counselor who then works to get to know the student and build trust. If an issue is exposed that’s beyond the counselors scope, he or she will refer the student to the appropriate resource. 


Ingrid: If the student comes from a family that is undocumented the situation becomes really difficult because of the fear of the law and deportation.

Joe: Working directly with the students who witness domestic violence and building trust with them in order to provide them with resources is key. 

Question: Let’s say you’re working with a Latino student who is undocumented, has been doing well in school, but then knows that going to college is going to be difficult, how do you motivate them and keep them interested in staying in school?


Joe: Training students in vocational skills, getting them enrolled in CATEC is one possibility. But motivating them, keeping them in school, this is a real challenge. Try to get the kids to see the big picture, that dropping out of school to make $10 an hour might sound good now, but there will not be the opportunities to rise above that if they don’t get their diploma. 


Comment: If you’re undocumented, you can go to CATEC, but you won’t be able to get your license to practice.


Martha Trujillo: the early preschool programs are perfect for families! They teach the kids and they also teach the parents. Starting early, and getting the parents involved in the education process when the kids are very young (even before they’re born) can prevent many problems and set families up for success.


Maria Williams: Work with the fathers! It’s not just the mother and child –start establishing a relationship with the father, open a dialogue, so that as life gets harder, the father experiences stress, he knows that he has resources and people he can call upon, too.  Service providers need to make more of an effort to build a relationship with the men in the family.


Comment: Service providers working in homes with families need to keep their eyes open, build relationships and recognize issues to help those families find the resources and help they need.


Ingrid: Thanks very much to the panel!

Announcements:

Ingrid Ramos: Spanish language resource page for list of Mental Health Service Providers, invite to attend the Mental Health Work Group meeting – the next meeting will be October 18th at 9:30am at the Women’s Initiative, invite to SHE’s brown bag lunches each Wednesday in the month of October to commemorate Domestic Violence Awareness month. 

