CJ – United Way Workshop

Helping Latinos Obtain DMV Documents

February 4, 2010, 10:30 – 11:30 am


13 people from a variety of area churches and service agencies were present for the workshop coordinated by Martha Trujillo, United Way and member of the CJ Executive Committee.

Martha started with a welcome to everyone and introduced Leni Gonzalez, Outreach Coordinator for the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), who facilitated the workshop.  She has worked for DMV for six years and does community outreach and education, particularly for the Latino community.

In VA the only way you can get an ID is to be in the US legally and have proper documentation. DMV will not issue an ID to an undocumented person. 

“Legal presence,” or legal documentation for a non US citizen means having a visa that says you are allowed to be in the US. There are many types of visas, including a student visa, agricultural worker visa, U Visa, V Visa, and refugee visa. The DMV can check visas for legal status through its Identification Review Services. They check to see if the documentation the person provides is sufficient to permit the person to obtain a DMV ID. Anyone with proper documentation is entitled to an ID from DMV. The law says without proper documentation to prove their legal presence in the US, a person is not eligible for an ID from DMV. 

An I-94 is a form obtained from an airline upon arriving in the US; the I-94 in combination with the visa stamped in a passport may be enough to get an ID, but not if the visa stamped in the passport is only a tourist visa. 

Many documented immigrants carry an Employment Authorization Card. This is essentially a work permit issued by the US government.  If a person obtains a license through the DMC with this Employment Authorization card as their documentation, the expiration date on the license will coincide with the expiration date on the Employment Authorization Card. The length of the DMV ID is tied to the length of the legal presence document.  The Employment Authorization Card has to be renewed each year or two, depending on which country the applicant is from. It costs $300-$400 to apply for the card each time. 

If a license expires or is suspended for legal reasons, the only way a person can renew it is to bring a document that proves legal presence. 
Because of a grandfather clause, people that have a license issued before January 1, 2004 can renew a license without proving legal presence. A person can only renew a license in the six months before it expires, not any earlier.  To renew any license issued since Jan 1, 2004, you must prove legal presence. And to renew any license that has expired or is suspended, you must prove legal presence. 
Leni passed around a DMV document describing documentation required to obtain a license called “Acceptable Documents.” This document can be found on the DMV’s website at: https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/webdoc/pdf/dmv141.pdf 
If you have a client, friend, etc who wants to obtain a license but is not sure if his or her documentation is sufficient, copy everything he or she has and fax it to Leni Gonzales at 703-313-6648. She will notify the sender if the documentation is sufficient, and if it is DMV will send a confirmation letter, which will serve as a document which will help the person obtain their ID. 

Leni is available to present to groups and help increase understanding about how people can obtain documentation through the DMV. Contact her to set up an event. If you have questions about whether a person qualifies for an ID or drivers license, contact Leni. 
Leni Gonzalez can be contacted by phone at 703-313-6630 or email at leni.gonzalez@dmv.virginia.gov
