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The atmosphere was relaxed and fun; lively music played in the background as some 200 Latinos enjoyed  food, engaged service providers, completed applications, and collected helpful flyers and brochures.

Martha Trujillo coordinated this year’s CJ Latino Help Fair which was planned to be held in the parking lot of the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School.  The unexpected pouring rain was not an impediment.  Rich Hubbard, the Spanish ministry’s pastor, along with members of his church, pitched in to set up the fair inside the church.  
Eloisa, from Fluvanna County, was the first to arrive, a few minutes before 2 pm, and almost 200 other Latinos, mostly from the greater Charlottesville area, visited the fair before it ended at 5 pm. 
Eighteen agencies and organizations operated information tables with bilingual materials and staff.  Those who didn’t have a bilingual worker were assigned a volunteer interpreter.  
The atmosphere was relaxed and fun; lively music played in the background as Latinos enjoyed  food, engaged service providers, completed applications, and collected helpful flyers and brochures.
The fair was sponsored by State Farm, VHDA, and UVA Cancer Center.  With their support, the Help Fair was able to provide beans, rice, tortillas, fruit, drinks and cookies, as well as 13 car seats, 19 boosters, 30 fire extinguishers, and 42 smoke detectors.  Additionally, the church donated 10 grocery bags, full of goodies.  
Martha remarked today, “I want to express my appreciation to all the agencies and businesses who participated; without them, this kind of event would not be possible.”  

Everyone who participated or supported the event should feel proud.  

SPECIAL THANKS:  Martha Trujillo is a busy woman.  Not only does she provide information and referral services (972-1703) to Latinos for United Way, Martha is also an active member of CJ’s Executive Committee and has served on many CJ working groups in addition to other activities.  Up until recently, she helped lead a Latino Strengthening Families group at the Region Ten Community Services Board, and before joining United Way, Martha  was a long-time volunteer at Greer Elementary School.  Martha is a mother and wife and is also taking classes in psychology.

