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Many participants were at the Help Fair for the first time and hadn’t attended in previous years.  Francisco, a first-time attendee at the event said, “I was very glad to be here to get to see all these people and learn about how they provide help.”  Ignacio, another first time participant said he was most interested in learning about different housing opportunities and in having his blood pressure checked.  Jose is new to the area and say that he was surprised by all the different groups which outreach to the community.

On Sunday, October 21, 2007, representatives from 23 agencies participated in the third annual Help Fair at the Church of the Incarnation.  The purpose of the event was to create opportunities for local service providers to promote available local resources and services.   The event was organized by the Community Services Working Group of Creciendo Juntos and financially sponsored by State Farm, UVa Cancer Center and VHDA.  As more and more local agencies have Spanish-speaking staff members and literature in Spanish, more and more are able to outreach to the growing Spanish-speaking population.  Creciendo Juntos was glad to have four new participating agencies at the Help Fair this year:  Arc of the Piedmont, Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries, PEATC, and the Jefferson-Madison Library.

Around 300 Latinos attended the event that began at 3 pm.  They visited the various agency tables to talk with representatives and pick up Spanish-language information, and also had an opportunity to have blood pressures and blood sugar levels checked by UVa medical students and representatives of the Rural Health Outreach Program.  HIV/AIDS service group was also present to provide free, confidential HIV testing.  Two mobile clinics, from the Rural Health Outreach Program and the UVa Cancer Center, were present to perform pap smears, mammograms, and other medical services.

Many participants were at the Help Fair for the first time and hadn’t attended in previous years.  Francisco, a first-time attendee at the event said, “I was very glad to be here to get to see all these people and learn about how they provide help.”  Ignacio, another first time participant said he was most interested in learning about different housing opportunities and in having his blood pressure checked.  Jose is new to the area and say that he was surprised by all the different groups which outreach to the community.

Others had been at previous help fairs.  A young woman who was attending for the second year said that she particularly appreciated learning about the opportunities for children to receive dental care and about the local domestic violence shelter.  She said she came looking not only for herself but to learn more to share information with others she knows.  Another woman who had been at previous help fairs said that the event was “super bueno” and it helped her to remember the various services that are available locally.

Healthy food, including rice, beans, fruits and vegetables were provided for participants and attendees of the event.  Participants who visited multiple agencies table were eligible to enter in a raffle to win a variety of prizes, which ranged from children’s toys to restaurant gift certificates.

Through a State Farm  grant to United Way, United Way was able to purchase 21 new Graco carseats, which were provided to parents in need of adequate child safety seats.  Officials from the fire department were present to inspect the seats and property install them in people’s cars.  State Farm also performed a skit on how to respond in case of an automobile accident.

A special thanks to the groups who provided funding for the event for food and raffle prizes:  VHDA, State Farm, and UVa Cancer Center.  Gracias also to the UVa students from the campus group La Alianza who helped with set-up and translation.  If you are interested in participating in the 2008 Help Fair, contact Martha Trujillo at the United Way.  

Agencies represented at the Help Fair 2007:

PHA

VHDA

UVa Cancer Center

PEATC

Adult Learning Center

City Social Services

Legal Aid Justice Center – CHAP

Shelter for Help in Emergency

SARA

RHOP

United Way

Arc of the Piedmont

Zona Latina

MJH Diabetes Education

State Farm

International Rescue Committee

Women’s Health Virginia

UVa Cancer Center

Jefferson-Madison Regional Library

Blue Ridge Care Connections for Children

HIV/AIDS Service group

Children’s Dental Center

UVa Medical student group - NLAMS

