CJ Brings the Mexican Consulate to Charlottesville

November 17-18, 2007

At the request of Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and many Mexicans living in our area, the Mexican Consulate in Washington, through its mobile consulate unit, was in Charlottesville on November 17-18, 2007, to renew and issue new passports and consular IDs to Mexican citizens.  These documents are crucial official means of identification for many Mexicans and are highly secure documents recognized by the US government.  

The mobile consulate service is indispensable, as few families have the means and ability to travel to Washington or Mexico to process and receive these forms of ID.  

During its visit, the mobile consulate attended 700+ people, issuing 1,165 documents, a new record for Virginia.  In fact, people using the service came from as far away as Richmond and Roanoke.  

Bank of America and BB&T Bank were also on hand to help people open accounts. The incidence of crime against Latinos carrying cash has increased across the state. 

Albemarle County deserves much credit for providing the physical space for CJ (through Piedmont Housing Alliance) and for accommodating the establishment of a special internet connection that allowed the Consulate to also check individual names against Mexican, US, and United Nations criminal databases.  

The great success of the event depended almost entirely on a team of volunteers who launched a comprehensive publicity campaign and interviewed all 700+ people in advance to ensure that they had all the necessary documentation ready to submit their applications.  These treasured volunteers included Victor y Sonia Cruz, Roberto y Miguelina Becerra, Patricia Fernandez, Teresa Pazos, Leana David, Roxana Rosa, Veronica Vargas, Jose Ortiz, Ignacio y Lupe Becerra, Fanny Smedile, Juan Rodriguez, and Abraam Roblero.  Many thanks to them for their dedication to the community.
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