VA Latino Pilot Surveying Project 

September 12, 2008

As part of a state-wide effort, the American Red Cross and Creciendo Juntos (CJ) are working together to realize a survey of Latino households in the Charlottesville area.

A UVA professor and CJ will be recruiting and training Spanish speaking students to serve as community volunteers. Volunteer teams will conduct a two-part survey addressing both fire safety and motives behind Latino immigration. Canvassing will occur throughout the fall, and locations include local Charlottesville neighborhoods, community events, and other places where Latinos frequent.  

While hurricanes and other major natural events are an important part of the American Red Cross' work, house and apartment fires represent 90% of the organization's disaster response efforts.  In addition to conducting the survey, volunteers will be asked to briefly educate residents on fire safety and to hand out information on community resources that are available to local Latinos. 
This initiative is replicating and expanding upon a Red Cross program last year that involved 24 university and high school students who shared related prevention and preparedness information with over 7,000 residents in 22 communities.
On December 5, 2008, there will be a forum in Richmond, from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, to present the results of the surveys being conducted in Charlottesville, Richmond and elsewhere in the State.  The all day forum will also include an overview of the Latino community in Virginia, a panel on why Latinos come to the U.S., and small group discussions on key issues (health and safety; services; education; student and community group outreach).
=======================================


UVA professor Amy Frazier Yoder is recruiting UVA and other volunteers.  frazieryoder@virginia.edu  CJ’s Gloria Rockhold, is recruiting Albemarle County high school volunteers.    


CJ Executive Committee Members Peter Loach and Linda Hemby are providing advisory support; Linda will also be taking volunteers out to survey sites.  www.cj-network.org 
The project is being coordinated by Peter M. Von der Lippe, Manager, International Services, American Red Cross, Greater Richmond Chapter:  vonderlippep@usa.redcross.org

