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Southwood Help Fair 
September 15, 2007

An Overview

Prepared by Linda Hemby
Since it began in 2005, Creciendo Juntos (CJ) has contributed to area help fairs by advising and encouraging its members participation vis-à-vis meetings, emails, its weekly newsletter “Alert”, and its web site.

This will be the third year that CJ has organized an October Help Fair for Latinos with the Church of the Incarnation.  As in previous years, the October Help Fair will take place at the church which has a large Latino population.  An overview about the past fairs is located at http://www.cj-network.org/initiatives.html 
Many CJ service provider members have expressed a preference for a help fair at a Latino neighborhood or soccer game.  The CJ Health Promoter Working Group, a spin off of the Southwood Working Group, decided to organize a help and information fair in the Southwood Trailer park, heavily populated by Latino families.** September 15 was chosen because of its significance to Central Americans, the second largest Southwood population after Mexicans.  The 15th is Independence Day for Central Americans; Mexicans celebrate the holiday on the 16th. 

Because of logistical problems (space and table acquisition), the CJ Health Promoter Working Group could not accommodate the requests of all service providers who wanted to participate in the event.  Tables for the fair were set up in three rows of semi-circles in the parking lot in front of the Southwood office and Girls & Boys Club. 
Over thirty Creciendo Juntos member agencies joined four churches (Trinity Presbyterian, Palabra de Fe, Casa del Padre, Incarnation), the faith based group IMPACT, and dozens of UVA, Covenant High School, County and other volunteers, in the Hispanic Heritage Day at Southwood.  Interpreters were assigned to agencies without bilingual staff.  One accompanied Albemarle Fire and Rescue department personnel in a trailer-to-trailer initiative installing fire alarms and talking about their importance.  Student volunteers also walked up and down Southwood streets advising residents of the event.

The talented Compassionate Clown troupe entertained both children and adults while Mexican and Salvadoran music played in the background.  Artists from Palabra de Fe painted children’s faces with Central American and Mexican flags, and UVA students collected and offered free used clothing as did CHIP staff.  
A Southwood resident was contracted to prepare tamales and pupusas.  Guadalajara Restaurant donated lunch for 50 and Mi Chata donated nachos and salsa.  Trinity Presbyterian furnished Fresca’s and other beverages.  
Amigos Restaurant, Chandler’s Bakery, Piedmont Housing Alliance - Creciendo Juntos, and Palabra de Fe donated gift certificates. Palabra de Fe also prepared four large food baskets as additional door prizes. Casa del Padre gave out new toys and music CDs.  
Trinity Presbyterian, Palabra de Fe and the Sojourner Church were gracious in loaning long folding tables, setting them up, and hauling them away.  Betty Bruback, of Compassionate Clowns, also obtained the loan of a sound system which was used throughout the fair to play music, make announcements, and to give out door prizes.  
Police officer Liz Morris, who grew up in Southwood, has been assigned to a beat there on several occasions, and has participated in the CJ Southwood Working Group, made time in her busy schedule to stop by and say hello to the crowd.  Among other memorable “touches” were Jaime and another Southwood resident who unexpectedly arrived at the scene at 8:15 am, offering to help with set up, and were there long after the event ended, picking up trash and helping to fold and stack tables.  The most common impression about the event was that everyone was really happy, chatty and busy networking.

An email or letter will be sent to each church, service provider, volunteer, and donor, thanking them for their generous contributions, especially their time and love, that made such an event possible.  

The coordinator of the event, the CJ Health Promoter Working Group, thanks everyone for the turnout and good vibes.  Those planning the event include Lindsey Holscomb/SARA, Marta Trujillo/United Way, Dilcia Colindres/SHE, Marie Murray/SHE, Jan Wolf/RHOP, Betty Bruback/Compassionate Clowns, and Linda Hemby/ACDSS, advisor to the working group & CJ Executive Committee member.

** For more information on Southwood, visit http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html
Note:  A list of participants and volunteers, and photographs, will be added to this overview upon availability.  
