CJ Weekly Alert

No. X

August 22, 2006

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Central Virginia.   

CONTENTS (August 22 - 28, 2006)
A – THIS THURSDAY:  Health, Housing and Social Services Working Group Meeting
B – OTHER UPCOMING CJ MEETINGS/EVENTS:  Communications Working Group Meeting; CJ Plenary presentation by cultural anthropologist Laura Zarrugh; Help Fair; Strategic Planning Retreat

C - LATINOS IN OUR AREA:  New media reports and new Community Profile

D – COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS:  March in D.C. (9/7), Cultural Diversity Conference (9/7) in Cville,  Hiv/Aids In Virginia Migrant And Immigrant Communities (9/14); Women’s Rights And Workers’ Rights In The Flower Industry In Colombia (Sept. 16)
E -  RESOURCE GUIDE UPDATE INITIATIVE:  PLEASE PARTICIPATE!

F – SUBMIT A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

***********************

A – THIS THURSDAY:  HEALTH, HOUSING AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES WORKING GROUP MEETING
Health, Housing and Social Services 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24 at 2:00 p.m.

Location: United Way building on High St
For more information contact Rhonda Miska at rmm@incarnationparish.org or 973-4381. Minutes from the Working Group’s last meetings can be found at: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/hhs.html 

***********************

B – OTHER UPCOMING CJ MEETINGS/EVENTS

Communications Group Working Group
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2006 at 11:30 – 12:30 (Bring your lunch)
Where: Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended, Room C

Interested in promoting CJ in the community?  in working on the web site?  in publicizing CJ activities?  in organizing an event?  Contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org 
Presentation by Laura Zarrugh
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Where:  CJ Plenary Session,  Albemarle County Office Building on  5th Street Extended, Room A 

Dr. Zarraugh, who received her doctorates from Berkeley, will be discussing her work on Latinos in Virginia, and more specifically, in the Shenandoah Valley.  A biographical sketch and links about her work can be found at http://www.cj-network.org/cjnxtmtg/Zarrugh.html 
Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda 2006 

OCTOBER 29, 2006, between 3 and 6 pm 

Where:  Church of the Incarnation
To maximize attendance, the event will be scheduled after a Sunday Spanish-language mass that usually draws some 400 Latinos/Hispanics. If you’re a service provider and would like to participate or a member of the Latino/Hispanic community and would like to attend, please contact Rhonda Miska: (434) 973-4381, rmm@incarnationparish.org
Strategic Planning Retreat

NOVEMBER 2006
Purpose: To review CJs accomplishments and challenges, agree on an action plan for the medium and long term, and to identify persons who will coordinate CJ initiatives. Persons interested in a more active role in CJ and/or in participating in the retreat should contact Peter Loach at petrel@piedmonthousing.org

Upcoming CJ meeting dates – for plenary sessions and working groups - can be found at: http://www.cj-network.org/nxt_mtg.html  Minutes from past meetings are also available on the CJ website.

***********************

C – LATINOS IN OUR AREA

http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html
This web page collects and organizes media reports, scholarly work, statistics, and other publications related to Latinos in the Cville/Albemarle area and nearby localities. Recently added are two articles from the Daily Progress:  “Schools see rise in Hispanics:  New classes, services aid Spanish-speaking students, parents” (8/20/06) and “Spanish speakers grow in numbers” (8/15/06).  

The web page also profiles every other month a local Latino who is engaged in initiatives that benefit the Latino community and/or enhance awareness about it. Since its beginning in April 2006, the section has recognized the Venezuelan Carlos Terán from the newspaper Nuevas Raíces and the TV program Zona Latina, and Pablo Davis, a New York City native of Argentine origins who was responsible for promoting Latino issues at UVa and served on the governor's Latino Commission.  The current profile is Rolando Mendez, a local student who in addition to his academic success has been active in community projects including Creciendo Juntos. To recommend a future profile please contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
***********************

D  -  COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 7:  MASSIVE EAST COAST MOBILIZATION TO DEMAND COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM.  Washington’s eastern seaboard rally and march is expected to be the biggest in a series of four mobilizations across the country. On September 7, immigrant families and their supporters will gather in Washington, DC for a historic massive rally and march to demand legalization for all and a moratorium on the deportation of innocent families. Where:  National Mall – 3rd and Constitution Avenue NW, Washington DC.  When: Thursday, September 7, 2006 at 4:00pm  For more information/flyers call the National Capital Immigration Coalition: Virginia Office: (703) 671-2041 or visit  http://www.ncic-metro.org/upcoming.htm   

NEW COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Cultural Diversity Conference: An exploration of Hispanic Cultures, Differences, and Understandings (Sept 7); Forum 2006: United For The Prevention Of Hiv/Aids In Virginia Migrant And Immigrant Communities (Sept 14); Speaker On Women’s Rights And Workers’ Rights In The Flower Industry In Colombia (Sept. 16).
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS INCLUDE:  Zona Latina Airs on September 16; Inaugural Central Virginia Latino Health Summit: Latino Cultures & Beliefs in Health Care (Nov 17); Wanted: Spanish And Dance Instructors For Seniors.

For more information, visit the Community Announcements page at 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  To distribute an announcement, write lhemby@albemarle.org 

***********************

E -  RESOURCE GUIDE UPDATE INITIATIVE 

Several resource guides oriented to serving the local Latino population were compiled in 2005.  Since their publication there has been a demand for an updated guide that would specify what services are available for different legal statuses:  citizens, permanent residents, work card holders, and the undocumented.  We have sent out an email to ask everyone to update their agency’s information.  If you need the email to be resent, contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org Those interested in helping out with this important task should contact Cheryl Ribando at:  cribando@adelphia.net  or 973-8010. The updated version of the resource guide will be published in a September edition of Nuevas Raíces and circulated at the October Help Fair.

***********************

F – SUBMIT A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

To date, more than 100 individuals/organizations have attended a CJ meeting and many more have participated in other CJ activities.  Biographical sketches of these participants are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/bios.doc  If you are not listed, please submit a bio, using the guidelines found at that link, to lhemby@albemarle.org 

***********************

This Weekly Alert was prepared by Peter Loach and Linda Hemby of the CJ-GT Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles,  studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

