CJ Weekly Alert

No. VI

June 20, 2006

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Central Virginia.   
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***********************

A - PLENARY THIS WEEK:  

There will be a Plenary session at 10:00 a.m. at the County Building on 5th Street Extended (Room B), on Thursday, June 22.  

Upcoming CJ meeting dates can be found at: http://www.cj-network.org/nxt_mtg.html  Minutes from past meetings are also available on the CJ website.

***********************

B -  NEW COMMUNITY PROFILE

One feature of the CJ Web site recognizes local Latinos leaders.  We are excited to profile Pablo Davis for June – July.  Please click on the following link to learn about Pablo’s work:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 

Suggestions for future profiles are welcomed and should be directed to cj@piedmonthousing.org   

***********************

C - EDUCATION WORKING GROUP UPDATE

This CJ Working Group had an energetic meeting on June 14 with representatives from Albemarle County, UVA, the Bright Stars program, Literacy Volunteers, Piedmont Housing Alliance, and community activists interested in Latino education issues.  A summary of news, information and ideas shared are included in the minutes located at:

The next Education Working Group meeting will be held in late July.  Participants are asked to bring a Hispanic leader.  For more information, or to be placed on this working groups email list, contact Gloria Rockhold at grockhold@k12albemarle.org 

We are excited to announce that Chris Dyer, CJ Executive Committee member, will be the new principal at Western Albemarle High School.  We wish Chris the best, are most grateful for his contributions to CJ, and look forward to continued relationship.   

***********************

D – REMINDER:  FALL HELP FAIR

The Health, Housing and Social Services CJ Working Group is planning the Help Fair – Fería de Ayuda 2006.  It will take place in October 2006, again at the Church of the Incarnation. To maximize attendance, the event will be scheduled after a Sunday Spanish-language mass that usually draws some 400 Latinos/Hispanics. 

Service providers who would like to participate and those interested in helping out with entertainment, food, public relations, and logistics, should contact Rhonda Miska: (434) 973-4381 or rhonda@incarnationparish.org
An overview of the first Help Fair can be found at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/cjhelpfair2005.html 

***********************

E - HELP FOR SALVADORANS WHO WANT TO REGISTER FOR TPS

Doug Ford, immigration attorney for Legal Aid Justice Center, reported that the government has recently extended Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Salvadorans until July 2007.  Starting July 3, nearly 225,000 Salvadoran nationals will be able to re-register for Temporary Protected Status, a program that allows them to live and work in the United States. According to Doug, the “forms are pretty straightforward for those

Salvadorans with TPS and no intervening problems.”  Doug’s office will help with “cases with complications, a past denial or appeal, criminal issues, etc.  But somebody who just came EWI in the past couple of years can't get TPS if haven't been here since dates in 2001 for legal presence and residency.”   Earlier, Hondurans and Nicaraguans  were also granted an extension until 2007.

Materials relating to the extension can be found in the Community Announcement section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

***********************

F – PARTICIPATE IN CRECIENDO JUNTOS –

GROWING TOGETHER 

To date, more than 100 individuals/organizations have attended a CJ meeting and many more have participated in other CJ activities.  An (Excel) list of participants and their contact information can be found at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/participants.xls  

You may also be interested in CJ Bios.  This reference consists of biographical sketches of people involved with and contributing to the goals of CJ and is located at:   http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/bios.doc  If you are not listed, please submit a bio, using the guidelines found on the bio page, to lhemby@albemarle.org 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please advise the webmaster by writing lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles,  studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Don’t forget to use the CJ Weekly Alert and the Community Announcements section of the CJ website to advertise activities, job vacancies and trainings.  A new job posting has been added to the website:  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

***********************

This Weekly Alert was prepared by Peter Loach and Linda Hemby of the CJ-GT Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  cj@piedmonthousing.org or lhemby@albemarle.org 

