CJ Weekly Alert

No. IV

May 30, 2006

The Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its initial purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Central Virginia.   

CONTENTS (May 30 – June 5, 2006)

A -  Avoiding Mass Emails – Using the CJ Weekly Alert

B -  Spanish Language Conversation Groups – THIS WEEK

C -  Access Rights – Follow Up to Last Week’s Plenary

D -  Participate in CJ!

***********************

A -  AVOIDING MASS EMAILS

Many of us are being swamped with emails, so much so it’s hard to open them all.  To avoid contributing to email traffic and to increase the likelihood that the important information you want to get out to the CJ network is read, please send your information to the CJ Weekly Alert for circulation by emailing:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

***********************

B – SPANISH LANGUAGE CONVERSATION GROUPS

Two Spanish Conversation Groups have meetings this week.  Both groups are diverse and include beginners to native speakers.

** La Tertulia meets the first Thursday of every month at the Central Library, 201 E. Market Street from 7:00PM-8:45PM.  The next meeting is Thursday, June 1.  Stop by or contact:  Marsha Frick at mvbfrick@yahoo.com 

** The United Way-Thomas Jefferson Area group meets the first Friday of every month at 806 East High Street.  The next meeting is Friday, June 2 from noon-1 pm.  Feel free to bring your lunch.  Stop by or contact Jon Nafziger at jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org 

Interpreter trainings, job  announcements, and info about the Fall 2006 Help Fair can be found in the CJ Community Announcement section at:  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

***********************

C -  ACCESS RIGHTS – FOLLOW UP TO LAST WEEK’S PLENARY

Resources related to Jill Borak’s May 25th presentation on Title VI and Executive Order 13166  – laws that seek to overcome language barriers and enhance access to services by individuals with limited English proficiency - can be found at:

http://www.cj-network.org/imm_rights.html and

http://www.cj-network.org/lep.html
Many who attended the May 25th plenary expressed an interest in reporting access problems.  In its next meeting the CJ Executive Committee will discuss a local reporting mechanism.  Meanwhile, avenues for filing formal complaints can be found in the Filing a Complaint section at http://www.cj-network.org/imm_rights.html 

Interpreter related resources can be found at http://www.cj-network.org/interpret.html 

C – PARTICIPATE IN CRECIENDO JUNTOS –

GROWING TOGETHER 

To date, almost 100 individuals/organizations have attended a CJ meeting and/or participated in another CJ activity.  An (Excel) list of participants and their contact information can be found at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/participants.xls  

You may also be interested in CJ Bios.  This reference consists of biographical sketches of people involved with and contributing to the goals of CJ and is located at:   http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/bios.doc  If you are not listed, please submit a bio, using the guidelines found on the bio page, to lhemby@albemarle.org 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please advise the webmaster by writing lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles,  studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population. 

You can find out about CJ activities and discussions by attending a plenary and working group meetings.  Meeting schedules are posted at:  http://www.cj-network.org/nxt_mtg.html Minutes for past meetings are also available on the CJ website.

***********************

This Weekly Alert was prepared by Peter Loach and Linda Hemby of the CJ-GT Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  cj@piedmonthousing.org or lhemby@albemarle.org 

