CJ Weekly Alert

 November 20 - 26, 2007
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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***********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Tuesday, November 20, 2007:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
***********************

B – HELP LATINOS WITH THEIR TAXES AS AN AARP TAX AIDE VOLUNTEER
AARP Tax-Aide, the nation’s largest, free, volunteer-run tax counseling and preparation service is looking for volunteers for tax preparation assistance and/or administrative  positions.  Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds are welcome.  You don’t need to be an AARP member or a retiree to volunteer (or to receive assistance from Tax-Aide).  Volunteers are needed to serve as Tax-Aide Counselors for low and middle-income taxpayers, with special attention to those 60 and older, in the Charlottesville, Albemarle and Fluvanna areas. Training is provided.  After successfully completing an open-book exam, you are asked to work at least four hours a week from February to mid-April as part of a team.  We have sites at PVCC, Albemarle County Bldg on 5th St and at the Senior Center at Pepsi  Place.  

We would love to help the Spanish-speaking members of our community but we lack volunteers with that level of fluency. If you know of anyone who would be interested in training for our program we would love to have them join us. Our orientation meeting is Dec. 8th and training begins in January. For more information contact Suzanne Stephens, AARP Tax Aide Program:  sstephens@firstnetva.com or 589-4750.
***********************
C - NOVEMBER 30, 2007: VIRGINIA LATINO LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

VACOLAO (Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations) in partnership with the USHLI (U.S. Hispanic Leadership Institute) is hosting the statewide  2007 LATINO LEADERSHIP SUMMIT at the Mason Governmental Center in Annandale. The purpose of the summit is to bring together a large group of Latino leaders and advocates for the immigrant community to discuss how we can strengthen our effectiveness during the upcoming Virginia Legislative session in Richmond on immigrant related issues. VACOLAO & USHLI regard the state-wide meetings as an opportunity to plan ahead and create a sustainable strategy for community mobilization. We are inviting individuals from a broad range of professions-community based organizations, businesses, faith based, student organizations and labor to the summit to dialogue and help create a roadmap of community empowerment.  Reservations are necessary; please direct them to Andres Tobar at vacolao@aol.com or 703/379-7487.  Again, the summit is scheduled for Friday,  November 30, 2007, from 9:30 am-4:00pm at the  Mason Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale, Virginia 22003.  A free lunch will be provided.  

***********************

D - TARA O´CONNOR LEAVES FAMIS

Many know Tara O´Connor from Help Fairs and other community outreach efforts.  Tara has been an important resource to the local Latino community as UVA´s  FAMIS/Medicaid Enrollment Coordinator.  She left this position last week and will move to New York City on January 1 to take a position as Governess/Private Spanish tutor to twin boys in Manhattan's Upper East Side.  (“It is Nanny Diaries meets Spanglish,” Tara said.)  In the meantime, her “position will continue and a successor will soon be found. “  

Many thanks and good luck to Tara!

NOTE:  Parents can apply for FAMIS and Medicaid for their US born children at the local office of the Department of Social Services.

***********************

E – NEW:  CULTURAL COMPETENCY PRESENTATION

The third of three presentations from last month´s Mental Health and Latinos Forum is now available on the CJ website, in the section  LEP Problems, Proposals and Actions in Virginia, located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/lep.html 
The cultural competency presentation, offered by Dr. Heather Finkel, FOCUS Women´s Center, suggested how service providers can afford honor, respect, dignity, and warmth to their Clients, outlines seven cultural trends Dr. Finkel has observed with Latino Clients, recommends therapeutic tools and approaches, and mentions Latino beliefs and illness that are “culturally bound.
The other two presentations from the October 30th forum, posted on the web site earlier this month, include “Working with Latino Clients in Clinical Settings,” by Dr. Rosalie Corona, VCU, and “We are Latinos,” by Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, UVa,  Other tools and references for sensitivity trainings of service providers working with Latinos can also be found in this section. 
***********************

F - LEARNING SPANISH

Charlottesville Spanish Language Meetup, formed in June 2007, is about having a place, usually La Taza, where we can speak Spanish with one another and hear it spoken while relaxing in a fun social setting. We will get a chance to meet new people, improve our Spanish language skills, and help others who are interested in improving theirs. This is a group for people who have once been fluent, are still fluent, or are only just starting to learn the language (all levels are welcome).  Newcomers are always welcome.  There is a $1\month fee. The next meeting is Sunday, Nov 18, 2007, 2:00.  For more information contact: 296-6040. http://spanish.meetup.com/774 

Other no cost venues to learn Spanish are located at http://www.cj-network.org/learn_sp.html  They include United Way´s  Spanish Lunch (1st Friday), Café Bolivar (Mondays & Thursdays), and Cville Coffee Spanish Conversation Group (Tuesdays).
Spain on Main, located in the tower of the Main Street Market,  is now accepting applications for its  winter classes.  The school offers an array of fee based classes taught by native speakers.  For a list of classes visit http://spainonmain.com/courses  To be placed on its Spanish email list, write christina@eccoitaly.com  

**********************

G - TWO MONTH CALENDAR OF UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Until filled:  Bilingual Counselor Position.  Telamon-Conexiones 4915 Fitzhugh Avenue, Richmond, and VA 23230 EOE/M/F/H/V.
Tuesday, November 27, 2007:  Volunteer Opportunities – Teaching English to Latinos.  Meeting at Abundant Life Ministries.  Contact:  samjley@gmail.com
Thursday, November 29, 2007:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Thursday, November 29, 2007:  Job Fair in Richmond. Contact:  (804) 754-6508.

Friday, November 30, 2007: Virginia Latino Leadership Summit:  Virginia Latinos Prepare for Legislative Advocacy.  Hosted by VACOLAO and USHLI. Contact (703) 379-7487 or vacolao@aol.com
Tuesday, December 4, 2007:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  3:30 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, December 4, 2007:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Friday, December 7, 2007:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Saturday, December 8, 2007:  Orientation Meeting for Those Interested in Helping Latinos or other Poor Individuals with Their Income Tax Returns.  Contact Suzanne Stephens, AARP Tax Aide Program:  sstephens@firstnetva.com or 589-4750.
Monday, December 17, 2007:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9-10 a.m. at SARA. Meetings closed to the public until January 2008. For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or lindseyh@ntelos.net 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Tuesday, January 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  3:30 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Thursday, January 10, 2008:  Supporting Latino Families:  Lessons Learned from the Strengthening Families Program. 10 – 11:30 am,  Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact: lhemby@albemarle.org 
Thursday, January 17, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Monday, January 28, 2008:  SPECIAL CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting at 10 am at United Way.  This will be the first meeting of the group open to the public.  Subsequent meetings will return to every 3rd Monday of the month at SARA.  For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or lindseyh@ntelos.net 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  3:30 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Thursday, February 14 , 2008: CJ Plenary – Roundtable.  10 – 11:30 am,  Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact: peterl@piedmonthousing.org
NOTE: Calendar Year 2008:  CJ Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

