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This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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***********************
A – CJ PLENARY ON THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2007
The April Plenary, on Thursday, April 26, 10 – 11:30, at the Albemarle 5th Street County building, Room A, will feature Barbara Cornicello from the Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center).  Barbara Cornicello, Director of Communications and Outreach for the Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center (PEATC) will be the featured speaker.  Barbara is bilingual and married to Marcelo, an Argentinean. She lived in La Plata, Argentina for three years. Barbara, like  her husband, has been working with the Latino community for the past 20 years on business, community and cultural platforms and initiatives. In her capacity with PEATC she assists the families of children, in particular Latinos, with and without disabilities through education, information, training, and building parent-professional partnerships to promote success in school and community life.  Barbara recently attended a CJ plenary and working group meeting and on April 26 will be talking about the importance of collaboration and community partnerships as well as the role PEATC plays in assisting families of diverse backgrounds to comprehend and navigate the complexities of the educational system and to be more active participants in their child’s education thereby creating an environment for their children to achieve success in school. 

During the plenary we will give everyone an opportunity to make announcements about any new programs, events, or opportunities related to the Latino community.  We will also provide an update of CJ activities and look forward to your involvement in them. 

***********************
B – OTHER UPCOMING CJ MEETINGS

The next meeting of CJ’s Community Services Working Group is Thursday, April 26 from 1-2:30, at United Way (downtown). Service providers and others interested in human services issues of our local Latino population are encouraged to attend.  For summaries of previous meetings, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/cs.html For more information on this group, contact Rhonda Miska at 960-3305 or rhonda@incarnationparish.org 

The Promotores de Salud or Community Health Workers Initiative will have its first meeting on Monday, May 7, 2007, 2 – 3:30 pm, at the office of SARA (1013 Little High Street, downtown).   Health professionals, and in particular, those who have experience in the Promotores model and/or have worked in Southwood, are welcomed to attend this meeting that will explore training Southwood Latinas/os as Promotores.  Please let us know by May 4 if you are interested in attending: lhemby@albemarle.org 

Those interested in helping Latinos in Southwood should consider attending the next meeting of CJ’s Southwood Working Group is Tuesday, May 8, 11 - 12:30, at the Southwood Girls & Boys Club, 1 mile from Albemarle County’s 5th St. Extd. Building.  You are welcomed to bring your lunch with you. For more information contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org Summaries of previous meetings and a clearinghouse of info on Southwood can be found at http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html 
***********************
C – CONFRONTING DEPORTATION

On March 29, a Honduran man, his oldest son and an uncle, all who reside in Southwood, were taken from their home to be deported.  Left behind was the man’s wife, who also has a deportation order against her, and four other children.  Similar incidences happened the same week in Harrisonburg.  Service providers involved with these families were at a loss about how to respond.

Many local and national legal aid groups have prepared fact sheets and brochures about what to do in different situations if you are an immigrant approached by the police or immigration. Some of these are included in the CJ Immigration Rights web page which also contains links to other resources about Immigrant Rights and local contacts for consultations on immigrant law and for defending immigrants whose rights have been violated.  Visit the resource at:  

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html 

CJ members – Legal Aid Justice Center, Cville Immigration Law Center, Church of the Incarnation, and Zona Latina – are working on an immigration education event to explore these  issues.  It will include a video on immigration, containing an interview with Angela Kelley, Director of the National Immigration Forum, and a question and answer session with local attorneys.  

Among media reports of deportations are numerous stories of families being divided including cases of children, either U.S. born or undocumented, being left alone at home or taken into custody and placed into foster care by local social services agencies.  How prepared are our social services offices in Albemarle County and Charlottesville to respond to such scenarios?  

These and other deportation related issues will be discussed at the immigration education event.  Its date and location event will be circulated in a subsequent Alert and on the CJ web site. For more information contact:  rhonda@incarnationparish.org
***********************
D - MAY 24, 2007 WORKSHOP:  Language Barriers or Language Access?  A Half-Day Workshop On Ensuring Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency 

Date:  Thursday, May 24, 2007

Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Where:  Albemarle County Office Building, 1600 5th St. Extended (at Old Lynchburg Rd.)

Organized by:  Creciendo Juntos-Growing Together, The Legal Aid Justice Center Family Resource Clinic, and the International Rescue Committee 

This important workshop, which includes a presentation from national LEP expert Paul Cushing of the U.S. HHS, will give your organization the information and tools it needs to meet the needs of LEP clients and patients.  Learn ...

● What your organization needs to do to comply with the law

● How you can tap into government and private funding sources to pay for LEP services at your organization 

● What other local organizations have adopted as LEP best practice models  

Please RSVP by May 18th to the IRC at 979-7772 or susan.donovan@theirc.org 

For more information or to have a special invitation sent to your agency head, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

***********************

E – SUBMIT A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
 

To date, more than 150 individuals and over 70 organizations have attended a CJ meeting and many more have participated in other CJ activities.  Biographical sketches of these participants are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/bios.doc  If you are not listed, please submit a bio, using the guidelines found at that link, to lhemby@albemarle.org 

 

***********************

 

This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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Deputy Director of Operations
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Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

