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This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 
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***********************
A.  FOLLOW UP TO UVA ACCESS PROJECT

Those of you who attended last week’s plenary heard a UVA instructor describe two access projects her Spanish students took on a few weeks ago.  One entailed calling some 30 agencies in Spanish.  The purpose of the calls was to gauge how many offices would respond to the Spanish language caller with an interpreter.  Only 4 offices provided an interpreter; five others connected the caller to a message line; and 21 offices responded in English and offered the Spanish language callers no interpreter and thus, no assistance. 

Cheryl Ribano, author of the two resource guides to services for Latinos, has offered to coordinate a follow up, building on information provided by the UVA instructor.  To do so, Cheryl needs volunteers who can work with her. Want to join this important initiative? (You don’t need to speak Spanish.)  If so, write: cribando@comcast.net
An article about this and another UVA access project CJ recently helped with is located at http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/articulosnr.asp?articleid=3329&zoneid=6
Access to interpreter rights information is located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/imm-acess.html 

***********************
B.  LATINOS AND THE WAR IN IRAQ

In response to inquiries about statistics relating to Latinos in the Iraq War, the following will soon be added to the web site:

Latinos know up close the cost of Iraq war (January 19, 2007)  Hispanic enlistments have risen steadily. Hispanics made up 8.9% of the active Army in 2001 but 10.5% in 2005. Like other Americans, Latinos enlist for educational opportunities, adventure and love for country. About 7% of the active fighting force are citizens with green cards, the Christian Science Monitor has reported. Yet Hispanic recruits face sobering statistics. Latinos are 9.4% of the armed forces, but 17.7% of combat troops and 11% of military deaths in Iraq.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/usatoday/20070119/cm_usatoday/latinosknowupclosethecostofiraqwar   

Latinos and the War in Iraq (January 4, 2007) A new Pew Hispanic Center study found that two-thirds of Latinos want U.S. troops home as soon as possible, while just 25% believe the United States made the right decision in invading Iraq.  http://pewhispanic.org/files/factsheets/27.pdf
For additional information visit the Statistic section of :  http://www.cj-network.org/myths_facts.html 

***********************

C.  VIRGINIA BILL WOULD PUNISH NON-PROFITS FOR PROVIDING SERVICES TO THE UNDOCUMENTED

The Virginia House of Delegates has passed House Bill 2937, which would dramatically impact the ability of all non-profits to accomplish their missions.  Virginia’s non-profits would have to take on the responsibilities of federal immigration agents. Tim Freilich wishes to convey the following.  “Together we must stop it in the Senate!  The link below is for a message that will go directly to your State Senator based on your zip code.  Even if you have already sent this alert in the past couple weeks, please SEND THE MESSAGE AGAIN!  This time it will go to your State Senator, instead of your Delegate. Please cut and paste this link into your web browser, read the alert, and send a message now.”  

http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/LAJC/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=6550&t=VJC%20Template.dwt 

Tim also asks that people “forward this message to faith leaders, non-profit leaders, and neighbors and friends who care about the delivery of services to your community.”  An article on the bill can be found at 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/30/AR2007013001780.html 

For more information contact Tim Freilich, Virginia Justice Center:  tim@justice4all.org
***********************
D.  TAX REFUND FOR PAYING LONG DISTANCE EXCISE TAX

Anyone who pays for a telephone with long distance service is eligible for a tax refund for excise taxes paid after Feb 28, 2003 and before Aug 1, 2006.  The refund request is a part of the new income tax forms.  Persons not normally required to file a tax return can use a new form (Form 1040EZ-T) to request this refund.  Form 1040EZ-T can be mailed to the IRS or it can be prepared and filed electronically at no cost by using Free File at IRS.gov.  The following is a Spanish blurb about the tax refund.  Caution:  it is not clear if it is safe for the undocumented to apply for this refund.

¡El Tío Sam le Debe Dinero!!Publication 4554 (EN/SP) (12-2006)Catalog Number 48841P:  ¿Pagó usted por servicio telefónico de larga distancia facturado después del 28 de febrero del 2003 y antes del 1ero de agosto del 2006?Si es así, podría tener derecho a recibir un reembolso. El Servicio de Impuestos Internos (IRS) está reembolsando el Impuesto Federal por Uso del Teléfono pagado por cargos de larga distancia facturados después del 28 de febrero del 2003 y antes del 1ero de agosto del 2006.Usted puede solicitar este reembolso aunque usted no esté obligado a presentar una declaración de impuestos. Simplemente use el nuevo Formulario 1040EZ-T disponible en el sitio de Internet IRS.gov.El IRS le facilita la solicitud del reembolso ofreciéndole una cantidad estándar de entre $30 a $60 basada en el número de exenciones que usted tiene derecho a reclamar. No hay necesidad de buscar facturas telefónicas pasadas para calcular su reembolso si opta por solicitarlo usando la cantidad estándar. Sólo necesita llenar una línea en su declaración de impuestos para reclamar el reembolso. Para algunas personas, les podría resultar más beneficioso solicitar un reembolso por la cantidad exacta de impuesto que pagaron. Llene el Formulario 8913 y adjúntelo a su declaración de impuestos o al Formulario 1040EZ-T. Usted necesitará sus cuentas telefónicas del período de 41 meses de facturación para completar el formulario. Puedes obtener información adicional sobre el Reembolso del Impuesto Federal por Uso del Teléfono en la pagina http://www.irs.gov/espanol 
***********************
E.  SUBMIT A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
 
To date, more than 100 individuals and 50 organizations have attended a CJ meeting and many more have participated in other CJ activities.  Biographical sketches of these participants are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/bios.doc  If you are not listed, please submit a bio, using the guidelines found at that link, to lhemby@albemarle.org 
 
***********************
 
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Peter Loach and Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   
 
The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org, is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles,  studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
