CJ Weekly Alert

October  23- 29, 2007
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
NOTE:  The CJ Plenary for October will not be held on Thursday, October 25, but rather on Tuesday, October 30.  See below:  October 30, 2007, Latinos and Mental Health Forum.
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***********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Tuesday, October 23, 2007:  The Role Of Literature & Film In Understanding The Issue Of Latin American Immigration.  See below.

Tuesday, October 30, 2007:  CJ Plenary:  Forum – Latinos & Mental Health.  10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Wednesday, October 31, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
***********************

B – TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2007:  THE ROLE OF LITERATURE & FILM IN UNDERSTANDING THE ISSUE OF LATIN AMERICAN IMMIGRATION
Bolivian Juan de Recacaoechea will talk about the role of literature and cinema in illuminating the issue of Latin American immigration.  Short clips from the film American Visa, based on Recacaoechea’s book, - about a retired Bolivian teacher Mario who dreams of immigrating to America but is denied a visa through official channels and resorts to the black market - will be shown.  The event starts at 4:30 in UVA’s Newcomb Hall Kaleidoscope (3rd floor).  
***********************

C - AMERICORPS/VISTA POSITION AVAILABLE WITH THE INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE (IRC)

The IRC seeks a Bilingual Interpreter Services Coordinator responsible for the overseeing of the Interpreter Services offered by the IRC. Responsibilities include training and supervising bilingual speakers, tracking interpreter requests, and recruiting additional subscriber agencies. Requirements: Bachelors degree, bilingual, and US citizens, nationals, or legal permanent residents. Interested persons please submit resume and cover letter by November 5th to T.D-Vista Position c/o IRC 609 E. Market St, Ste 104 Charlottesville, VA 22902

***********************

D – TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2007:  ENHANCING OUR SENSITIVITY TOWARDS OUR LATINO CLIENTS
The CJ plenary for October will again be a forum, this time addressing Latino mental health.  The forum is not only for mental health providers but for all service providers who work with the Latino community.  It will explore both mental health issues facing Latinos and culturally sensitive approaches to interacting with clients/patients from this population.  

Speakers include Dr. Rosalie Corona, Assistant Professor at VCU’s Department of Psychology, and Dr. Sandy Lopez-Baez, who teaches graduate courses in counseling at UVA and courses in mental health as adjunct faculty at universities in Guatemala and Venezuela. A local bilingual mental health practitioner from the FOCUS Women’s Center, Dr. Heather Finkel, will also present.  

The forum will end with a question and answer period. The event is free, open to the public, and will be held from 10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64; on the Cville bus line; or 5 minutes by car from the UVA football stadium via JPA and Old Lynchburg Road). For more information, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org or www.cj-network.org
***********************

E - EVERY 1ST AND 3RD TUESDAY EVENING: IMMIGRANT SOLIDARITY MEETING

Rhonda Miska from the Church of the Incarnation, has been facilitating meetings since mid August 2007 to discuss updates on what is happening locally/in other localities/statewide and nationally, civic education, and local and state organizing in favor of immigrants. Starting in November, the meetings will change to every 1st and 3rd Tuesday from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Parish Hall of the Church (behind Toys R Us). For more information contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
***********************
F – LOCALIZING THE NATIONAL DEBATE ON SCHIP
As the question of reauthorizing the State Children’s Health Insurance Program is played out under the bright lights of Washington’s political battlefields, the gap in coverage for Latino families and their children continues to widen. 
One in five Latino children is still uninsured. Though they account for only 18 percent of the population under 18, Latinos account for almost 35 percent of America’s 9 million uninsured children. SCHIP now covers about 6.6 million children living in families making up to 200 percent of the poverty level, or $41,300 for a family of four. Of the nearly 3 million uninsured Latino children in America, 70 percent are eligible for SCHIP coverage but do not apply. Language barriers and fear of attracting the notice of the government are contributing factors.
SCHIP, referred to as FAMIS in Virginia, is a health program, like Medicaid, for children born in the U.S.  Coverage includes dental care.  

Tara O'Connor, who is bilingual, coordinates the FAMIS program at the UVA Pediatrics Department. If you know Latino children who may qualify for FAMIS, contact Tara at: 434-982-6348 (office) or 434-962-1059 (cell)

SCHIP expired at the end of September.  Tara urges everyone to contact Virginia representatives who have voted against SCHIP.  A list of their names and contact information is located at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/vote.xpd?vote=h2007-982 
***********************
G - CJ HEALTH PROMOTER WORKING GROUP

The CJ Health Promoter Working Group, which began in May 2007, was organized by local health professionals who have been health promoter trainers or training recipients and/or who have an interest in promoting the health promoter model in the greater Charlottesville area.  

During the October meeting, Jan Wolfe (RN,MS, Family Nurse Practitioner)  and Ivonne Lopez (Colombian doctor), both from the Rural Health Outreach Project/RHOP, assumed leadership of the group.

As a result of its monthly meetings, the group organized two events in September - the Southwood Help Fair and the September CJ Plenary (Forum:  Health Promoter Model) – and is presently conducting a health survey in the Southwood trailer park.  Concerned about the lack of dental care for the poor, the group is also exploring organizing a dental help fair for all Southwood adults, both Latinos and non-Latinos, in 2008. 
The group has been closed to new membership since its inception but will open up in 2008. The first meeting of the new year will be on January 28, at 10 am, at United Way.  Health professionals interested in working with the Latino population are encouraged to attend.  For more information, visit the group’s web page at:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 

***********************
H - SPANISH LANGUAGE FLU MATERIALS

Each year as many as one in five people in our state are plagued by a contagious disease that hospitalizes 200,000 people across the nation and kills 36,000.  The Virginia Department of Health has translated documents into Spanish useful for flue awareness and prevention campaigns. Spanish language portions of a Flu Toolkit are located at:  http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/flu/FluToolkit/index.htm  

Peggy Paviour from VDH would also like people to be aware of a new Spanish brochure explaining what pandemic flu is, why we need to be concerned, and what families can do to prepare should a flu pandemic affect our community. The brochure will be posted later this week in the Printed Materials in Spanish section of the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org/resource_sp.html For more information contact:  Peggy.Paviour@vdh.virginia.gov
***********************
I– TWO MONTH CALENDAR OF UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Friday, November 2, 2007: Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Saturday, November 3, 2007:  State-Wide Immigrant Solidarity Gathering.  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; location:  TBA.  Sponsored by The People United.  For more Information: English - (434) 906-0421 info@thepeopleunited.org  Spanish - (434) 245-9503 gandayo07@aol.com
Tuesday, November 6, 2007:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Wednesday, November 14, 2007: CJ Plenary -  Domestic Violence In The Latino Community.  10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact:   g.rockhold@gmail.com or mmurray@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Saturday & Sunday, November 17 & 18, 2007: Mexican Consulate In Charlottesville.  Details are forthcoming. Assistance is by appointment only.  For more information contact:  Fanny Smedile, 434-591-0950. Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Monday, November 19, 2007:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9-10 a.m. at SARA. For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Tuesday, November 20, 2007:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Thursday, November 29, 2007:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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