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September 18 - 24, 2007
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Tuesday, September 18, 2007:  Support Services For Veterans – Advise Latino Vets!  Conference (1 – 2:45 pm)  and help fair (2:50 – 4 pm) for veterans at the downtown public library. One of the organizers, Pedro Ortiz, has an interest in meeting and helping Latino Vets.  Agencies with adult benefits are invited to participate in the help fair and should register with Pedro.Ortiz@VEC.Virginia.Gov 

Wednesday, September 19, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Friday, September 21, 2007:  CJ Plenary: Forum – The Health Promoter Model.  See below.

***********************

B – THIS FRIDAY:  CJ PLENARY - FORUM – THE HEALTH PROMOTER MODEL
The health promoter (promotor de salud) model has been used successfully in Latin America to enhance health services to underserved populations. The model utilizes informal support systems in communities, typically training several members as “promotores” who, in turn, engage and inform their neighbors on important health issues and connect them to medical services. On Friday, September 21, 2007, the CJ Health Promoter Working Group will provide a forum on this model. Speakers will include coordinators of Virginia organizations that have experience training and deploying “promotores”, including Karen Bunn, from Richmond’s Cross Over Ministries Hispanic Health Education Program; Joyce Sanchez from Harrisonburg’s Promotoras de Salud, Blue Ridge AHEC; and Jan Wolfe, CJ member from the Rural Health Outreach Program/RHOP. Other speakers include Lindsey Holscomb who will talk about the new promoter program that the Sexual Assault Resource Agency plans to implement, and Dilcia Colindres, from the Shelter for Help in Emergencies, who, several years ago, was trained by RHOP as a promoter. The forum will end with a question and answer period. The event is free, open to the public, and will be held from 10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64). For more information on the CJ Health Promoter Working Group, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
***********************
C – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007:  FROM JIM CROW TO THE INTERNET AGE: WHITE SUPREMACIST LIES ABOUT LATINOS

In celebration, of Hispanic Heritage Month 2007, come take part in a lecture and discussion on how Latinos have been affected by Jim Crow Laws, racist immigration policies, and racial stereotyping in the past 100 years.  Lecture by UVA’s Professor Ruth Hill. The event will begin at 4:30 pm  in Kaleidoscope Room, 3rd Floor Newcomb Hall (front of the UVA bookstore).  It is co-sponsored by the Latino Student Union and Sur magazine. Contact Carolina Ferrerosa for more information at carolinaf@virginia.edu
***********************
D – OCTOBER 2, 2007:  WITNESS FOR PEACE ANNUAL SPEAKER TOUR

Witness for Peace is hosting their annual Southeast speaker tour.  Alba Maria Cuesta Arias, an Afro Colombian Woman from the Choco region of Colombia who has been displaced by the violence, will speak about the conflict in her country as well as efforts at peace and reconciliation.  Alba Maria is a member of the Board of Directors of the Association of Displaced Afro Colombians of the Choco.  The event will take place at the Church of the Incarnation Parish Hall on Tuesday, October 2 at 7 pm.  The presentation will be bilingual.  There is no cost for the talk, though donations will be gratefully accepted.  For more information, contact Rhonda at rhonda@incarnationparish.org  or 973-4381.
***********************
E – LAST SATURDAY’S SOUTHWOOD HELP FAIR

Some thirty Creciendo Juntos member agencies joined four churches (Trinity Presbyterian, Palabra de Fe, Casa del Padre, Incarnation), and dozens of UVA and Covenant High School volunteers, in Saturday’s Hispanic Heritage Day at Southwood Trailer Park.  Interpreters were assigned to agencies without bilingual staff.  One accompanied Albemarle Fire and Rescue department personnel in a trailer to trailer initiative installing fire alarms and talking about their importance.  Student volunteers also walked up and down Southwood streets advising residents of the event.

The talented Compassionate Clown troupe entertained both children and adults.  Artists from Palabra de Fe painted children’s faces with Central American and Mexican flags, and UVA students collected and offered free used clothing as did CHIP staff.  A Southwood resident was contracted to prepare tamales and pupusas, and Guadalajara and Mi Chata donated food.  Trinity Presbyterian furnished Fresca’s and other beverages.  Amigos, Chandler’s Bakery, PHA-CJ, and Palabra de Fe donated gift certificates. Palabra de Fe also prepared four large food baskets as door prizes. Casa del Padre gave out toys.  Trinity Presbyterian, Palabra de Fe and the Sojourner Church were gracious in loaning us large folding tables, setting them up, and hauling them away.  Betty Bruback, of Compassionate Clowns, also obtained the loan of a sound system which was used throughout to play music, make announcements, and to give out door prizes.  Police officer Liz Morris, who grew up in Southwood, has been assigned to a beat there on several occasions, and has participated in the CJ Southwood Working Group, made time in her busy schedule to stop by and say hello to the crowd.  

Among memorable “touches” were Jaime and another Southwood resident who arrived at the scene at 8:15, offering to help set up, and were there after the event ended, picking up trash, folding and stacking tables.  The most common impression about the event was that everyone was so happy and folks were really talking and networking.

CJ plans to send an email to each church, service provider, volunteer, and donor, thanking them for making such an event possible.  Group emails have been sent out to participants.  If someone’s email is missing, please send the person’s name and email to lhemby@albemarle.org
The coordinator of the event, the CJ Health Promoter Working Group, thanks everyone for the turnout and good vibes.  Those planning the event include Lindsey Holscomb/SARA, Marta Trujillo/United Way, Dilcia Colindres/SHE, Marie Murray/SHE, Jan Wolf/RHOP, and Linda Hemby/ACDSS & CJ Executive Committee member.
*********************
F – SOCA ENCOURAGES LATINAS TO JOIN THE LEAGUE

The Soccer Organization Charlottesville Albemarle (SOCA)  would like to invite Latina women to join a local women's soccer league.  There is a fee involved but there may be a possibility of scholarship.  For more information contact Jane Hunter jghunter@comcast.net  or Monica Camfield 975-5025 x 11, or visit www.SOCAspot.org 
*********************
G - TRUTHS ABOUT VIRGINIA'S IMMIGRANTS 

This September 13, 2007 article by Qian Cai, the director of the demographics and work-force section of UVA’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, highlights “essential facts about Virginia immigrants” that “should inform thoughtful and prudent public policy and programs.”  To read the article, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/TruthsVirginiasImmigrants.doc 
Other articles, statistics and other information on area and Virginia Latinos are located in the section Latinos in Our Area:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 
*********************
H – TWO MONTH CALENDAR OF UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Wednesday, September 26 and October 3, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Friday, October 5, 2007: Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Wednesday, October 10 & 17, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Tuesday, October 11, 2007:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Monday, October 15, 2007:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9-10 a.m. at SARA. For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Sunday, October 21, 2007:  CJ-Incarnation Third Annual Help Fair.  2:30 – 5:00, in the Church of the Incarnation Parish Hall. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Monday, October 22, 2007: Last day for Salvadorans to apply for a TPS Extension.  For details and forms visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Wednesday, October 24, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Tuesday, October 30, 2007:  CJ Plenary:  Forum – Latinos & Mental Health.  10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Wednesday, October 31, 2007:  Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6 – 7:30 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). All meetings will be in Spanish except the 1st Wednesday of the month which will be bilingual. Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Friday, November 2, 2007: Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
Wednesday, November 14, 2007: Domestic Violence In The Latino Community.  10 to noon in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended. Contact:   g.rockhold@gmail.com or mmurray@shelterforhelpinemergency.org 
Saturday & Sunday, November 17 & 18, 2007: Mexican Consulate In Charlottesville.  Details are forthcoming. Assistance is by appointment only.  For more information contact:  Fanny Smedile, 434-591-0950. Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Monday, November 19, 2007:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9-10 a.m. at SARA. For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
Thursday, November 29, 2007:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations
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Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

