CJ Weekly Alert

April 1 - 7, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
TOMORROW, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
TOMORROW, April 1, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Free Immigration Law Conference on the Adverse Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions.  All day, in Fairfax.  For more information and registration visit: http://www.vsb.org/docs/YLC_Immigration_2008.doc
Through April 12, 2008: Spanish Language Tax Preparation Service For Area Latinos.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1703

**********************

B – ENGLISH FOR SUCCESS! PROGRAM STILL OPEN

The English for Success! program is now being held at Casa del Padre Church right in front of El Paso Mexican Store (E Market and Meade/Carlton) every Monday from 7-8:15pm.  The cost is $35.00 per month and there is two months left of this semester. (April and May) It is not too late for anyone to come in and learn.  

Pastor Hazael Garay says “so far, it has been great to see the students' progress.  I have a unique approach to teaching using basic foundations, workbooks, homework and computer programs in a fun, lively and full immersion classroom. All of my students have been introduced to the library system with each of them receiving their own library card and their own free e-mail address.  I have also discovered that many need basic Spanish grammar as some of the students did not complete elementary school.  I am helping with this as well.  All levels are welcome.”

The pastor appreciates everyone getting the word out about English for Success!  For more information:  Pastora Hazael Garay, pastorfgaray@comcast.net or 434-989-2508
For other English opportunities for Latinos, visit http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html
**********************

C –  STUDENT SEEKING BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ON SATURDAYS OR SUNDAYS 
My son, David Newman, is a freshman at the University of Richmond taking a class called Spanish in the Community.  Part of the class assignment is for him to go into the community on a volunteer basis where he can use his developing Spanish skills to be of assistance and service.  He needs to get in 20 hours of service to fulfill the requirement of the class and this has been somewhat difficult for him to arrange.  He only has about 5 hours right now.  If there is some opportunity for him to do that here in Charlottesville on Saturdays or Sundays we could arrange to have him come home here for the weekends for the next month.  It would be great if he could volunteer for a number of hours at a time, if possible, so he could complete this requirement, be of use to the Spanish speaking community, and then buckle down to do well on his exams in May.  Any ideas you might have in this regard would be very much appreciated. Please contact, Thomas Newman at tnewman12@aim.com
**********************

D – BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR APRIL 28, 2008
Peter Loach (PHA/CJ) is recruiting bilingual volunteers to help Latinos develop resumes and interact with potential employers during the Charlottesville Community Job Fair at the Omni Hotel.   Please contact him if you can offer 2-6 hours – during fair hours from 11 am – 4 pm:    peterl@piedmonthousing.org
**********************

E - THROUGH APRIL 16, 2008:  OUTREACH WORKER VACANCY
The Migrant Farmworker Program at Central Virginia Legal Aid Society seeks a full-time outreach worker. Spanish fluency required. Job focuses on employment rights and community education, and requires evening visits to farm labor camps across the state and the ability to assist project’s staff attorney by providing case support.  CVLAS is an affirmative action employer.  Minorities, women, disabled persons, and older adults are encouraged to apply. Please send cover letter and resume by April 16 to CVLAS Hiring, 1000 Preston Ave, Suite B, Charlottesville, VA 22902.  http://www.cvlas.org
*********************
F - THROUGH APRIL 16, 2008:  STAFF ATTORNEY VACANCY

Central Virginia Legal Aid Society (CVLAS) is seeking a staff attorney for its farmworker project.  The staff attorney will represent clients and handle cases within program priorities; coordinate state-wide outreach to farm labor camps, community groups, and social service agencies that serve farmworkers; and supervise outreach workers, law students and other volunteers.  Candidates should be fluent in Spanish, be able to work independently, and have experience with farmworkers and employment law (preferred).  Member of Virginia Bar, eligible for admission, or able to take the next bar exam. Salary DOE, excellent benefits.  Send a cover letter and resume by April 16 to: CVLAS Hiring Committee, 1000 Preston Avenue, Suite B, Charlottesville, Virginia, 22903.  CVLAS is an affirmative action employer.  Minorities, women, disabled persons, and older adults are encouraged to apply. http://www.cvlas.org
*********************
G - VACANCY:  RACIAL JUSTICE/IMMIGRANTS RIGHTS DIRECTOR
The American Civil Liberties Union of Virginia seeks a highly motivated individual committed to civil liberties and racial and ethnic equality to direct our Racial Justice and Immigrants Rights Project (RJIRP).   The RJIRP director will employ strategies involving community outreach, grassroots organizing, public education, and legislative advocacy to promote racial justice and immigrants’ rights in Virginia at the local and state level. The RJIP Director may work from the ACLU office in Richmond or from Northern Virginia, and should be able to communicate effectively in Spanish as well as English. Note: Although not required, a J.D. would be beneficial and, depending on experience, would likely cause the job description to change to include responsibilities related to litigation.  For more information about the qualifications and duties of this position and to submit applications (cover letter, resume, writing sample-no more than 10 pages, and list of at least three references, including contact information for each), contact:  Kent Willis, Executive Director, ACLU of Virginia, Email: kwillis@acluva.org / http://www.acluva.org
*********************
H - THROUGH APRIL 18, 2008:  ALBEMARLE RESIDENTS MAY APPLY TO BRIGHT STARS

Applications are being accepted for the Albemarle County Bright Stars Preschool Program for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year.  Children must be 4 years old by September 30th 2004.  
For more information, contact Charity Haines at 972-4010.  Also, visit http://www.albemarle.org/department.asp?department=soc_services&relpage=2873
*********************
I - APRIL 28, 2008 CHARLOTTESVILLE COMMUNITY JOB FAIR

The 2008 Charlottesville Community Job Fair will be held at the Omni in Downtown Charlottesville on Monday, April 28, 2008, from 11:00am to 4:00pm.

More than 50 employers from a wide variety of industries such as hospitality, healthcare, retail, food service, education, and government will be represented. The Fair is open to the public and is ideal for anyone in our community who is in search of a new job or second job.

The Fair is sponsored by the following agencies and organizations: City of Charlottesville, County of Albemarle, The Virginia Workforce Network, VEC, Department of Rehabilitative Services, Piedmont Housing Alliance/Creciendo Juntos, Piedmont Workforce Network, Urban Vision, and Connecting People to Jobs.

Language Accommodations:  Peter Loach (PHA/CJ) is recruiting bilingual volunteers to help Latinos develop resumes and interact with potential employers.  Please contact him if you can offer 2-6 hours or if you need more information for your Spanish speaking Clients:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org Peter has a Spanish language flyer that is also available at http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

*********************
J - MAY 8, 2008:  CJ PLENARY - INCREASING OUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AND PULLING RESOURCES TO ENHANCE OUR AGENCY’S OUTREACH EFFORTS
As more and more school educators, social workers and community service providers have begun working directly with Spanish-speaking families, the need for additional culturally appropriate resources, idea-sharing, networking, and collaborative initiatives has arisen. 

CJ’s February 2008 plenary was oriented to organizations working with Spanish-speaking children and parents, and focused on identifying service gaps.  During break out sessions, over 60 participants identified numerous needs that were compiled by the plenary’s facilitator, Maryfrances Porter, Commission on Children and Families.

To facilitate the follow up plenary in May that will highlight solutions, Maryfrances passed out a list of needs– gleaned from the February plenary - and asked everyone who attended the March 13th plenary to rank them according to their importance.  The results will help us focus on where we go from here.

The May plenary is scheduled on Thursday, May 8, from 10 to 11:30 am.  As always, everyone working with or interested in the area’s Latino population are welcomed.  For more information contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

For a summary of the February plenary, including problems/needs sited by service providers, visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/PlenaryFeb1408.doc

For an overview of the March plenary, along with the survey and results compiled by Maryfrances, visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/PlenaryMarch1308.doc
CJ Plenaries are from 10 – 11:30 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64). For more information, contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
The CJ Plenary for April will be the “Workshop: Isn't She A Little Young - Understanding Statutory Rape And Sexual Coercion Of Minor Teens Within The Latino Community”, held on Wednesday, April 16, from 10 – 11:30 am, as usual, at the County office building on 5th Street,  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
*********************
K - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008:  Annual Richmond Hispanic Gala - A Wonderful Networking & Cultural Event!  Sponsored by the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Contact: 804 378 4099 or visit   www.thehispanicgala.com
Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary – Workshop: Isn't She A Little Young - Understanding Statutory Rape And Sexual Coercion Of Minor Teens Within The Latino Community.   Visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
Thursday, April 17, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group.  1 - 2:30 p.m. 

Location: United Way (downtown). Everyone welcomed! Contact:  rhonda@incarnationparish.org
Wednesday:  CJ Plenary - Workshop: Isn't She A Little Young - Understanding Statutory Rape And Sexual Coercion Of Minor Teens Within The Latino Community.  From 10 – 11:30 am,at the County office building on 5th Street,  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
Saturday, April 19, 2008: Home Ownership Class In Spanish.  at the office of the Piedmont Housing Alliance, on this Saturday, from 10 am – 4 p.m. To register, call 817-2436 ext 104. For a Spanish language flyer visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/VHDAApril1908.doc 
Monday, April 28, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Thursday, May 8, 2008: CJ Plenary -  Increasing Our Knowledge About And Pulling Resources To Enhance Our Agency’s Outreach Efforts.  This plenary will build off of the February plenary.  All invited.  Bring your enthusiasm.  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about servic

Peter W. Loach
Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116
Cel. (434) 409-2753
Fax. (434) 817-0664
