CJ Weekly Alert

April  22- 28, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about all the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
Tuesday, April 22, 2008:  Latino Perspectives on Education.  A CJ/United Way cultural sensitivity workshop with Gloria Rockhold, Albemarle County Public Schools, at United Way, 3 – 5:30 pm.  Contact:  jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org
Monday, April 28, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday, April 28, 2008: Charlottesville Community Job Fair.  At the Omni in Downtown Charlottesville on Monday, April 28, 2008, from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Peter Loach is recruiting bilingual volunteers to help Latinos develop resumes and interact with potential employers.
**********************

B – LATINA GIRL MISSING

The search has intensified for a local middle schooler who has been missing since last week. Federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies are searching for Lorena Sanchez-Toledo, who's a 7th-grader at Charlottesville's Buford Middle School. The 12-year-old girl was reported missing after leaving home last Tuesday in the city's Meadows neighborhood, and authorities strongly suspect she is in the company of 31-year-old Jeremias Chagala-Mil. There is a possibility the pair might have left our area. Anyone who has seen Sanchez-Toledo or knows where she might be should contact the FBI at (804) 261-1044 or Charlottesville Police at 970-3280. You can also call the Crime Stoppers line at 977-4000.  A wanted poster is located at:
http://www.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/PubCaseSearchServlet?act=viewPoster&caseNum=1093779&orgPrefix=NCMC&searchLang=en_US
*********************
C - SEEKING BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT
High school graduate, US born, excellent command of English and Spanish, looking for a bilingual job beginning immediately, as translator, office assistant, etc.  Please contact Gloria  Rockhold, ACPS Latino Community Relations, at 434-249-9799 or by email grockhold@k12albemarle.org
*********************
D – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2008:  ESOL COMMUNITY INFORMATION EXPO
The Albemarle County Adult Education will have its annual ESOL Community Information Expo on Wednesday, April 23, 2008, from 6 – 9 pm, in the cafeteria of Albemarle High School.  The Expo serves ESOL students who have classes during this time slot.  Their family members and other international community members are also welcomed to attend.  

Has your agency confirmed its attendance or indicated a desire to participate with an information table?  If not, contact Rebecca S. Snider, ESOL Specialist, Albemarle County Adult Education, 434-296-3872 ext. 2 or rsnider@k12albemarle.org 
*********************
E – BEST PRACTICE:  USING HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS IN COMMUNITY SERVICE

Rhonda Miska recently coordinated service activities for a high school group that turned out to be a best practice worthy of emulation.  

Tandem Friends School has something called “emphasis week” when classes are suspended to allow students opportunities for service and travel.  Recently, six students from Tandem Friends Upper School, under the guidance of Spanish teacher Antonio Diaz, spent their emphasis week serving the local Hispanic community.  They offered drop-in English help every evening and spent a morning assisting with landscaping at the Church of the Incarnation which has a large Hispanic congregation.  Another morning, they visited the Spanish-language moms’ group (a collaboration between CHIP, Infant Development Project, Word of Faith church, and Albemarle County) to help out with childcare while mothers received an English class and other instruction.  The students also watched two documentaries about the immigration issue and discussed the dynamics of Latin American immigration in our area and country.  

To close the week, Tandem Friends School, the Infant Development Project, and the Church of the Incarnation collaborated in offering a “Morning Out for Moms,” providing an opportunity for Spanish-speaking mothers with small children to socialize and build community.  About 20 Spanish-speaking parents attended with 25 children.  Tandem students prepared a pancake and eggs breakfast for the occasion and there was a piñata and easter egg hunt for the children.  The activity was a success and there are hopes that similar events will be organized in the future.

For more information, contact Rhonda Miska, Church of the Incarnation, at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
*********************
F - CJ/UNITED WAY CULTURAL SENSITIVITY WORKSHOPS:  FOR INDIVIDUALS AND OFFICES

Creciendo Juntos (CJ) and United Way have teamed up to offer three cultural sensitivity workshops.  Each will last 1.5 hours and will include one or more presentations and a discussion period.  To facilitate a rich discussion, workshops will be limited to 15 people.  They will be held at the United Way -Thomas Jefferson Area, downtown.  Space is limited and RSVP is required: please call Martha Trujillo at 972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org 

THIS WEEK/TOMORROW:  Latino Perspectives on Education with Gloria Rockhold, Albemarle County Public Schools -- Tuesday, April 22, 2008, 3:00 pm

Latino Perspectives on Health with Colombian doctor Ivonne López, Rural Health Outreach Program, and Jerry Brooks, UVA International Clinic -- Thursday, May 15, 2008, 3:00 pm

Latino Perspectives on Government with Tim Freilich and Christianne Queiroz, both from Legal Aid Justice Center -- Thursday, June 12, 2008, 3:00 pm

Additional workshops will be scheduled for the fall.  Too, if your agency would like a similar workshop designed for its owns needs, contact Jon Nafziger at jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org 
*********************
G – NEW RESOURCE:  SALUD AMERICA!
Salud America! -The National Latino Childhood Obesity Prevention Research Network, is a program dedicated to reversing the Latino childhood obesity epidemic.   

Salud America! will unite Latino childhood obesity stakeholders to stimulate research, training and education and develop environmental, behavioral and policy solutions to the epidemic. We are looking to engage researchers, health professionals, policymakers, community groups, and

advocates from the general public. Join Salud America! and:

•       Keep abreast of Latino childhood obesity news

•       Receive periodic e-mail alerts and newsletters on Latino childhood obesity

•       Be the 1st to hear about the network's grant-funding opportunities

•       Get details about our scientific conference series

We sincerely hope you will join Salud America! in its efforts to end Latino childhood obesity. For more information, visit our website at www.salud-america.org 
*********************
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Friday, May 2, 2008:   Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, May 8, 2008: CJ Plenary -  Increasing Our Knowledge About And Pulling Resources To Enhance Our Agency’s Outreach Efforts.  This plenary will build off of the February plenary.  All invited.  Bring your enthusiasm.  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Thursday, May 8, 2008:  Encuentro Latino II.  From 10:30 to 4:00 at the VCU Student Commons, with a reception following at the Scott House from 4:00-6:00 pm. Details at: http://www.has.vcu.edu/wld/encuentrolatino/index.html.  Contact:  Virginia Casanova, 804/827-3429.  

Saturday, May 10, 2008:  Cville Festival of Cultures.  10am to 4pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville). http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures/
Thursday, May 15, 2008:  Latino Perspectives on Health.  A CJ/United Way cultural sensitivity workshop with Colombian doctor Ivonne López, Rural Health Outreach Program, and Jerry Brooks, UVA International Clinic, at United Way, 3 – 5:30 pm.  Contact:  jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org
Thursday, June 5, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group.  1 – 2:30 at United Way (downtown). Everyone is welcomed!  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 
Friday, June 6, 2008:   Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, June 12, 2008:  Latino Perspectives on Government.  A CJ/United Way cultural sensitivity workshop with Tim Freilich and Christianne Queiroz, both from Legal Aid Justice Center, at United Way, 3 – 5:30 pm.  Contact:  jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about servic
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Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
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