CJ Weekly Alert
August 19-25, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Monday, August 25, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday, August 25, 2008:  Spanish Open House & Gourmet Tasting Event, 6 – 8 pm,   individuals and groups interested in studying Spanish with Spain on Main can meet/greet the teachers, find out about fall courses (now enrolling!) and simultaneously enjoy a Spanish wine and olive oil tasting (free!). In addition to its regular courses, expect additional offerings like Spanish movie and game nights and free Saturday morning conversation hours to coincide with the City Market. For more info visit http://spainonmain.com/whats-new/copas-y-conversacion or contact Christina Ball at christina@spainonmain.com 
Bilingual Employment Sought In Charlottesville:  Experienced interpreter, translator and language instructor is exploring part-time employment opportunities in these fields as well as in Christian ministries, counseling and other social services related areas.  Contact Elizabeth Norfrey at  davidneliz@juno.com or 434-806-1129 (cell).
**********************

B – MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE PROVIDER UPDATE

Heather Finkel is no longer taking new clients because she is pregnant with twins.  We wish her much luck and joy.

If you have a Latino child or adult who requires a Spanish speaking and/or bicultural therapist, we suggest you contact Ingrid Ramos (Cville League of Therapists, 984-0023) or Mike Garcia (private practice, 981-7249).

For more information or other referrals, visit the CJ Mental Health Service Provider Directory:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjloclatfocusedin/Bilingual_Mental_Health_Providers.doc 
**********************

C – WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT A LATINO CHILD

A couple in the Crozet/Batesville area has two grown daughters and five grandchildren.  They have four adopted from Nicaragua, ranging from 10-15, and are eager to add again, preferably a Latino female, or a boy-girl sibling pair, age birth to 4.
Below is a blurb, in English and Spanish that can be circulated via email, copied and pasted into a Word document, and/or posted on a bulletin board, etc.   

Help wanted: we are looking for a Latino child to adopt, age birth to 4, a female, or possibly a boy-girl sibling pair. We have four adopted Latino children and still desire to add to our family through adoption. If you are in need of someone to care for your child through adoption, please contact us. Expenses will be paid. Call Melody at 434-531-3941 or email us at: alluswrights@juno.com 
 

Se busca ayuda: queremos adoptar a una niña latina, o tal vez a dos hermanos, a la edad de infante a los 4 años.  Ya hemos adoptado a cuatro niños latinos y todavía deseamos añadir a nuestra familia a través de la adopción.  Si usted necesita que alguien se encargue con el cuidado de su hijo a través de la adopción, por favor póngase en contacto con nosotros.  
Nosotros pagarémos los gastos.  Marque a Melody al 434-531-3941 o envíenos un mensaje por correo electrónico al: alluswrights@juno.com 
**********************

D –TWO NEW REPORTS:  HISPANICS AND HEALTH CARE IN THE UNITED STATES: ACCESS, INFORMATION AND KNOWLEDGE, AND LATINO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Hispanics and Health Care in the United States: Access, Information and Knowledge (August 13, 2008).  A Pew Hispanic Center study reveals that more than one in four Hispanic adults in the United States lack a usual health care provider and a similar proportion report obtaining no health care information from medical professionals in the past year. At the same time, more than eight in 10 receive health information from alternative sources, such as television and radio. This includes most of those who get no information from doctors or other medical professionals. The report is based on a nationally representative bilingual survey of 4,013 Hispanic adults. It also examines Hispanics' knowledge of diabetes-a serious chronic disease that is more prevalent among Hispanics than non-Hispanic whites. To read the report, visit http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=91 

Latino Family Engagement in After-School Programs (August 11, 2008).  A Metropolitan Group study indicates that after-school programs are in an important position to improve the academic achievement of Latino youth. Social trends, such as more women entering the workforce and an increase in the number of single-parent households, have led to a greater need for afterschool programs. Advocates interested in narrowing the achievement gap view after-school programs as a critical opportunity for youth to gain “21st century skills” – global literacy, problem solving, innovation, and creativity – via supplementary academic support and developmentally rich activities. Through 21st Century Community Learning Centers and supplementary education services, the federal government has played a major role in expanding and improving after-school programs, especially for underserved youth. While such programs have increased, the need for even more resources continues to grow with the nation’s Latino youth.  To read the report, visit http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/detail/53453  

***********************

E – ELECTION 2008 RESOURCES FOR LATINOS
The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEAO) has a hotline for Spanish speaking callers who need information on how and where to register to vote and/where their voting location is.  The number is 1-888-VE-Y-VOTA (1-888-839-8682).
Spanish language voter registration materials are located online at http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Forms_Publications/Index.html 
***********************

F –UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Monday September 8, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Wednesday, September 10, 2008: CJ Roundtable - Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts. 10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Wednesday, September 10 - 12, 2008:  Cultural Competence In Systems Of Care Conference in Portsmouth.  Contact: Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov  or 804/786-5872

Friday, September 19, 2008:  Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, highlighting the Governor’s major initiatives in the Latino Community in the areas of education, health, economic development and public safety.  9 am – 4:00 pm, at John Tyler Community College in Chester.  $10 fee (lunch and networking session following the summit). More information, including registration requirements, will be forthcoming in August.  Contact:  Virginia Latino Advisory Board at  VLAB@governor.virginia.gov or http://www.vlab.virginia.gov 
September 30 - November 13, 2008:  Volunteer Training for the Sexual Assault Resource Agency; a 40-hour training for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline.  Contact Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: CJ Panel -  Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  at peterl@piedmonthousing.org or Tamika.Allen@aidsservices.org
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

