CJ Weekly Alert
August 5-11, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Tuesday, August 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, August 11, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Bilingual Employment Sought In Charlottesville:  Recent college graduate who resides in Cville, majored in Latin American Studies, and is fluent in Spanish (and English), is seeking a position working with children, families, and immigrants.  She is “reliable, organized, a people-person and has lots of experience working with young children.”  Contact Toby Lyons at   toblerkl@yahoo.com or  434-760-0604. Another recent college grad, with a major in Spanish and concentrations in both Latin American Studies and Poverty Studies, and experience working with immigrant and Latino populations, is seeking employment.  Contact Jamie Morgan Ferrell at:  540-460-0444 or j.morganferrell@gmail.com   Also, an experienced interpreter, translator and language instructor is exploring part-time employment opportunities in these fields as well as in Christian ministries, counseling and other social services related areas.  Contact Elizabeth Norfrey at  davidneliz@juno.com or 434-806-1129 (cell).
**********************

B – JOIN THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS! 
 

BBBS is exploring new members for its Advisory Council which will focus on the development, growth, funding and future goals and strategies for the BBBS in the Charlottesville region. The Advisory Council will be comprised of 10 – 25 members who can commit to a term of 2 years.  It will meet once a month for 2 hours.  It will not have governance responsibility/liability and will act in an advisory role only.  

 

Of particular interest is the participation of Latinos and/or those who work with this community, especially persons with Government, Community or Non-Profit expertise who can navigate the entities and/or partner, and/or who possess  talents, resources or experiences of unusual or significant benefit [i.e., Financial, Charlottesville Business,  Community, IT, Event Planning, Albemarle Church Community, Youth Services, etc.].

 

For more information or to express your interest in joining the Advisory Council, please contact Jeff Mitchell at 872-0119 or jsm@onemitchellgroup.com
**********************

C - MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008:  SPANISH OPEN HOUSE AND GOURMET TASTING EVENT 

On Monday, August 25, 2008, from 6 – 8 pm, individuals and groups interested in studying Spanish with Spain on Main can meet/greet the teachers, find out about fall courses (now enrolling!) and simultaneously enjoy a Spanish wine and olive oil tasting (free!). Spanish instructor and Assistant Director Lyn Cooke will be running the Spanish program.  Her e-mail is lyn@spainonmain.com In addition to its regular courses, expect additional offerings like Spanish movie and game nights and free Saturday morning conversation hours to coincide with the City Market. 
For more information on this event – Copas y conversación – visit http://spainonmain.com/whats-new/copas-y-conversacion or contact Christina Ball at christina@spainonmain.com 
**********************

D – SEPTEMBER 10 - 12, 2008:  CULTURAL COMPETENCE IN SYSTEMS OF CARE CONFERENCE 

The 2008 Cultural & Linguistic Competency Conference will be held Wednesday, September 10, 2008, to Friday, September 12, 2008, in Portsmouth, Virginia at the Renaissance Portsmouth Hotel & Waterfront Conference Center. This year's conference is sponsored by the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, the Workforce Advisory Council, and Cultural Competency Steering Committee.

This conference will focus on cultural and linguistic competence in systems of care. As individuals and organizations in Virginia continue their journey to strive to implement cultural and linguistic competence, the conference brings many exciting opportunities for growth and learning to create a roadmap for the next leg of our trip. Sessions conducted by presenters recognized at the national and state level will challenge participants to learn the impact of public policy and ethical issues among linguistic & culturally diverse populations; adaptation of evidence based practices in culturally diverse populations; the importance of linguistics, "color blind to color rich"; and to hear from a multicultural consumer panel as well as a multicultural nursing workforce.  An integral part of our journey is to develop culturally and linguistically competent, community-based systems of care across Virginia.

For a conference schedule, registration form, or other information, please contact  

Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov  or 804/786-5872

***********************

E - CJ WEB SITE UPDATE

Rolando Mendez, Creciendo Juntos’ (CJ) webmaster, returned last week from Valencia, Spain, where he took a medicine and sociology class in Spanish and got an A in both.

Over the weekend Rolando processed over five weeks of updates that had accumulated during his absence.  In addition to administrative (meeting notes, Alerts, etc.) uploads, the following sections were updated with significantly new resources:  

Health Promoter Working Group

http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
Web page for the CJ Health Promoter Working Group

Local Latino Focused Initiatives

http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html 

A directory of initiatives geared to our Latino population.  If your program is not listed, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 

CJ Initiatives

http://www.cj-network.org/initiatives.html 
A list and overview of activities organized by Creciendo Juntos

Among the numerous other updates, the Latinos in Our Area webpage has a new introduction including new data on the Latino population:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 
***********************

F – FREE OFFICE CHAIRS

United Way has some office chairs it would like to give away.  Also available is a slide in very good condition.

Interested parties should contact Martha Trujillo at 434/972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

***********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Friday, August 15, 2008:  Next Virginia Immigration Commission Meeting to be Held in  Harrisonburg, from 5 – 8 pm the Festival  Conference and Student Center of James Madison University.  Contact:  Carla Harris (804) 726-7107 or Matt Gross (804) 726-7087

Saturday, August 16, 2008:  Honduran Consulate Returns To Cville from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm, at the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us).  Appointments to obtain passports and consular identifications are mandatory and can be made in Spanish by calling Fanny Medley at 591-0950 or 531-0104. 
Monday, August 25, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday, August 25, 2008:  Spanish Open House & Gourmet Tasting Event, 6 – 8 pm,   individuals and groups interested in studying Spanish with Spain on Main can meet/greet the teachers, find out about fall courses (now enrolling!) and simultaneously enjoy a Spanish wine and olive oil tasting (free!). In addition to its regular courses, expect additional offerings like Spanish movie and game nights and free Saturday morning conversation hours to coincide with the City Market. For more info visit http://spainonmain.com/whats-new/copas-y-conversacion or contact Christina Ball at christina@spainonmain.com 
Monday September 8, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Wednesday, September 10, 2008: Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts. 10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Wednesday, September 10 - 12, 2008:  Cultural Competence In Systems Of Care Conference in Portsmouth.  Contact: Cecily.Rodriguez@co.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov  or 804/786-5872

Friday, September 19, 2008:  Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, highlighting the Governor’s major initiatives in the Latino Community in the areas of education, health, economic development and public safety.  9 am – 4:00 pm, at John Tyler Community College in Chester.  $10 fee (lunch and networking session following the summit). More information, including registration requirements, will be forthcoming in August.  Contact:  Virginia Latino Advisory Board at  VLAB@governor.virginia.gov
September 30 - November 13, 2008:  Volunteer Training for the Sexual Assault Resource Agency; a 40-hour training for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline.  Contact Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  at peterl@piedmonthousing.org or Tamika.Allen@aidsservices.org
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

