CJ Weekly Alert  
December 16 - 22, 2008

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas.  

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

Friday, December 19, 2008:  Annual Cville Fire Department Posada.  See below.
********************** 
B -  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2008:  ANNUAL CVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT POSADA
This year, on Friday, December 19, from 6 to 8 pm, the Cville Fire Department will be sponsoring another Posada: A Traditional Mexican Holiday Celebration at  the Ridge Street Fire Station, 203 Ridge Street, Charlottesville.  The entire community is invited to share this special occasion with the Charlottesville Firefighters and their families.  Come and enjoy Caroling: English & Spanish; Traditional hot Cocoa  and Cookies; Piñatas; Visit from Santa Claus; a Fire truck for the little ones.  Everyone Welcome!  For more information contact 970-3554.  For a flyer in English and Spanish visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  

 ***********************

 C - CJ HEALTH PROMOTER WORKING GROUP UPDATE
Lay Health Promoters have a long history of providing public health services in many different cultures and countries, promoting health among groups which have traditionally been denied adequate health care, and working for a more equitable distribution of health services.  The Promoters come from the community in which they work and are well trained and expected to perform health promotion, education and service delivery within a limited scope, networking with neighbors, churches and in other venues. They are not "doctors and nurses without a license" but may deliver primary care and preventive services within a limited scope of practice which they have been specially trained to do.  

In May 2007, the CJ Health Promoter Working Group was formed with the objective of providing a Lay Health Promoter program in the greater Cville area.  Since then the group has organized a Latino Health Survey, a large Help Fair in Southwood, a public panel addressing the Health Promoter model, and extensive training for twelve Latina Health Promoters.

The twelve graduated on November 6. Starting January 8, 2009, there will be monthly Continuing Education sessions for them on the first Thursday of the month.  Colombian doctor Ivonne López (RHOP) will continue to coordinate classes for the Health Promoters. The CJHPWG will be compiling data on the graduates’ activities to help with future grants.   Most recently, it partnered with PVCC to apply for a large grant from the Dept. of Labor as a Work Force/ESL program through PVCC.  

Lindsey Holcomb (SARA) led the group between October 2007 and the present; leaving to have her first child.  Her co-chair Jan Wolfe (RN, MS, FNP, director of the Rural Health Outreach Program, RHOP) is now the group’s contact:  434-263-4858, jan@rhop-brmc.org  

Katie Burke (Planned Parenthood) will be co-leading the group starting in January.  Nila Saliba (UVA Cancer Center) is her tentative co-chair; Jan will continue in that capacity until another co-chair is confirmed.  

The group’s next scheduled meeting is Monday January 12 at SHE at 9:15.  Agencies and individuals interested in participating in the group are most welcomed.  For more information, visit  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html
***********************

D – REGISTER IN DECEMBER FOR ANY SPAIN ON MAIN LANGUAGE CLASS OFFERED IN 2009 AND RECEIVE A DISCOUNT
PASAPORTE: Conversational Spanish for (total) Beginners:  This special, two-week introductory Spanish language course is ideal for anyone wishing to learn the basics of the language for work, travel or - hopefully! - future study. Using the innovative new book/cd program Aula Latina (included in tuition) as well as our own custom conversation activities,  you’ll learn : pronunciation, greetings and basic grammar for conversation (i.e. verbs in present tense) and many social and practical tasks (asking questions, talking about yourself, ordering at cafés and restaurants). Our small class size (7 students max) and engaging, conversational method will have you speaking and laughing in Spanish from the get-go. 

Other classes offered in January include:  Conversational Spanish, Advanced Beginners and Intermediate Levels.  For more information on all of our classes visit http://spainonmain.com 
Contact us for more info or to set up a personalized welcome session with an instructor.  And remember, we offer 2 hour parking validation at the Water Street Garage, just 2 blocks away!  (434) 220-4747
***********************

E - LAST WEEK’S CJ PLENARY:  THE POLICE AND LATINOS
Among the sixty-three who attended CJ’s December plenary were four faith based groups, multiple government agencies, including Sally Thomas (Board of Supervisors), community groups, immigration attorneys (private, UVA, and Legal Aid), and Latino residents from Cville, Albemarle and Orange.  Also present were the Daily Progress, Charlottesville Newsplex, Nuevas Raíces (Spanish newspaper), and Cville.

The encounter provided a venue for Latinos to express concerns about both recent detentions of the undocumented and language and cultural barriers that undermine communication between Latinos and the police.  A Townwood Latino asked for help in organizing a Neighborhood Watch Group.  Anne Ternes, Southwood Resident Manager, and Linda Hemby, Albemarle Social Services and CJ Executive Committee Member, suggested service providers accompany their Southwood clients and parishioners to the recently formed Neighborhood Watch Group in that trailer park, as well as provide the same support to Townwood residents.  One Mexican from Orange County came to the December 11th event to ask for help in locating personal items from a 2005 Albemarle car accident which left him disabled.
Officer Todd Hopwood, the main speaker, complied with a CJ request to “tell his story”, as is the custom in Latin America, to help dispel stereotypes about “the police”.  He also clarified the County’s immigration policy, especially with respect to traffic stops of undocumented Latinos, and invited the community to contact him to further efforts to strengthen ACPD’s relationship with the County’s Latino residents.  Todd’s email is:  hopwoodt@albemarle.org   
Attendees expressed much enthusiasm with Todd’s presentation and comments made by one the department’s three Latino officers, Carlos Valledares, originally from El Salvador. Carlos’ email is valledaresc@albemarle.org 

Local reporters were also impressed with the event.  Broadcast and written reports of the workshop are located at:

Local Police Reach Out to Latino Community 

Source:  WCAV TV, 12/11/08
Location:  View the video (different than the text version) and written report at:
http://www.charlottesvillenewsplex.tv/news/headlines/35967149.html   
Policía compartió percepciones con la comunidad

Nuevas Raíces, 12/11/08
http://www.nuevasraices.com/content/templates/BannerArticle.asp?articleid=5621&zoneid=48 
Building community bridges

Daily Progress, 12/12/08
http://www.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/local/crime/article/building_community_bridges/32699/ 
A veces, la policía y Latinos hablan español

C-ville,  12/16/2008 - 12/22/2008
http://www.c-ville.com/index.php?cat=141404064431134&ShowArticle_ID=11801512083537186
***********************

F - THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2009: CJ ROUNDTABLE
Creciendo Juntos’ (CJ) Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.

This is an excellent opportunity for government, community, academic, faith based and other groups and individuals that offer services to the Latino community or want to know what community resources exist for Latinos. 
Yes, do bring information about your services, ideally a one page Word document that briefly describes them and eligibility requirements and provides contact information. If possible, your fact sheet should offer the same information in Spanish on the reverse side.  Also welcomed are brochures and other resources for Latinos.  Tables will be available to display your agencies materials.

Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am. The Roundtable will begin promptly at 10:00 am and will be adjourned at 11:30 am to allow attendees time to network. As always, this CJ event will be held in Room A of the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd. Free – Public Invited. For more information contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
***********************

G – CJ WEB UPDATE
Rolando Mendez, Salvadoran and CJ’s volunteer webmaster since its inception in 2006, has been busy with exams and has not updated the website for a week.  Rolando is a third year UVA student.

The website will be updated this weekend.  Please send news about your Latino oriented projects, events, staff, and materials to lhemby@albemarle.org 
***********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html  
Thursday, January 8, 2009: CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed!  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Monday, January 12, 2009: CJ Health Promoter Working Group.  at SHE at 9:15.  New members welcomed!  Contact Jan Wolfe:  434/263-4858, jan@rhop-brmc.org  
 Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  New members welcomed! Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009:  Cultural Diversity Training for Albemarle County Employees:  Albemarle’s Latino Residents with Linda Hemby, sociologist and member of CJ’s Executive Committee who has dual citizenship (US/Salvadoran). The training, is from 10:00 – 11:00 am in Room 235.  For more information, County employees can contact Louise Wyatt at (434) 296-5827 Ext. 3894 or lwyatt@albemarle.org 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2008 & 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

