CJ Weekly Alert

February 12 - 18, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************

SPECIAL:  Thursday, February 14, 2008: Roundtable:  Working with Latino Families: What does your organization need to successfully respond to them?  

This month’s plenary will be a roundtable facilitated by Maryfrances Porter, Commission on Children and Families, and will include break out groups to maximize the participation of all attendees.  The goal of this plenary is to identify existing and potential resources, networks, and partnerships to help educators, service providers and others to develop meaningful and effective outreach to Latino children and their parents. Bring your enthusiasm, your ideas and any materials your agency has regarding outreach (materials or initiatives) to Latino families.  

For talking points and online references, see the CJ Special Edition Alert at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts/2008/AlertJan1-7.doc 

For more information on Thursday’s activity, contact: Miriam Rushfinn (Partnership for Children Parent Education Group) at mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org 

The Creciendo Juntos plenary (monthly activity) is free and open to the public. Except on special occasion, the pleanaries are held on the second Thursday of each month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64), or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg.
**********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Tonight:  The State Symphony Orchestra of Mexico.  Now entering its fourth decade, this ensemble, founded to create union and identity among Mexican citizens through music, has become one of the premier orchestras in its native land. It will appear tonight, February 11, at The Paramount Theater, at 8 pm. Seats are still available. Tickets are $54.50, $57.50, $60.50, and $65.50. Half-price student rush tickets and group discounts are offered.  Tickets are available online or through The Paramount’s Box Office at 434/979-1333. For more information about the orchestra visit: http://www.theparamount.net/theaternews_releases_20080130.aspx
Last Call:  Multicultural Education – ESL Focus (PSED 605D).  This 3 credit graduate course, scheduled for four Saturday’s, beginning February 16, is offered by UVA to K-12 teachers interested in ESL endorsement.  Contact: 434/982-5319 or edcourses@virginia.edu
February 14, 2008: Working With Latino Families - What Does Your Organization Need To Successfully Respond To Them? See special note (above Contents).
Saturday, February 16, 2008:  Forum:  Civil and Human Rights Under Siege in Virginia:  Who Will Defend Immigrants?  9:15 – 11:30 am.  674 Hillsdale Drive. For more information:  http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/CommunityImmigrationDiscussionFeb16.pdf  or contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonhousing.org 

**********************

B - APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR PRESCHOOL PROGRAM FOR FOUR-YEAR OLD CHILDREN IN THE CITY

The Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools is now accepting applications for their 3 and 4 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. The Preschool Program is open to City residents – including Latinos -  who may qualify based on financial or educational need. Applications will be accepted through March 15, 2008. 

For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
 

**********************

C – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16:  STATE PROVIDING GUIDANCE FOR PAYING COLLEGE COSTS

Individuals interested in pursuing a college education can get one-on-one advice from a financial aid counselor at Super Saturday, an event sponsored by the Virginia Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators on February 16 at Charlottesville High School from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 

High school students are encouraged to bring their parents and a variety of documents if they wish to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

There will be at least one (English/Spanish) interpreter available.  Bilingual persons who can volunteer to help on Saturday should contact Julie Roa at 982-6705 or jvr5d@virginia.edu 

 

For more information about the event, contact Don Landis at 245-2637 or call 1-866/391-0063

**********************
D - OPPORTUNITY TO PRACTICE ENGLISH:  THE DIALOGUE CAFÉ
The Dialogue Café is designed for Limited English Proficiency adults who can practice their English with native speakers, meet new friends, and find out about new cultures, on Wednesdays (6-8 pm) and Fridays (1:30 – 3:30 pm), at the Adult Learning Center, 935 A Second Street, SE, in the Ix Building (off Elliott Ave).  To make a referral, to participate yourself, or for more information, contact:  245-2817

Other area ESL opportunities are listed at:  http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html 
**********************

E - VIRGINIA HISPANICS IN THE 2008 ELECTION
The Virginia Hispanics in the 2008 Election fact sheet, prepared by the Pew Hispanic Center, contains data on the size and social and economic characteristics of the Hispanic and non-Hispanic eligible voter populations. The fact sheet is based on the Center's tabulations of the Census Bureau's 2006 American Community Survey. 

Among data for Virginia, its Hispanic population is the 16th largest in the nation. More than 466,000 Hispanics reside in Virginia, 1% of all Hispanics in the United States. There are 149,000 eligible Hispanic voters in Virginia, less than 1% of all U.S. Hispanic eligible voters.

To view or print out the fact sheet, visit: http://pewhispanic.org/files/factsheets/vote2008/Virginia.pdf
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE IN TUESDAY’S VIRGINIA PRIMARY!

**********************

F - APRIL 16, 2008: CJ PLENARY - SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY

Designated as Sexual Assault Awareness Month, April brings an annual opportunity to focus awareness on sexual violence and its prevention. This plenary, “Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond”, will include speakers from SARA and a state  expert on rape and Latinos.  For more information, contact Lindsey Holcolmb at lindseyh@ntelos.net 

The Sexual Violence Awareness Fact Sheet on Hispanics/Latinas, published by the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance, is available for printing at: http://www.vadv.org/secPublications/svfshl.pdf 

Cassandra Juarez, a sexual-assault survivor and professional counselor, is the author of A Journey Through the Penumbra: Out of Rape’s Shadow. A review of her book and an overview of some of the way Latino culture presents barriers to reporting and preventing sexual assault is located at: http://www.latinastyle.com/currentissue/v11-2/f-breaking.html 
**********************

G - WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?:  BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER/SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

During the month of February, the CJ weekly bulletin has announced numerous opportunities for bilingual volunteering in the Latino community.  Many involve a commitment of 3-4 hours a week; some are short term, through mid-April or May.  

To check out the announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
Don’t forget CJ’s most recent announcement, posted above (C), to help out this Saturday at Charlottesville High School from 9 am to 2 pm.  Bilingual persons who can volunteer to help should contact Julie Roa at 982-6705 or jvr5d@virginia.edu
**********************
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Tuesday, February 19, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 
Friday, February 22, 2008: The Art Of Surviving Compassion Fatigue. http://www.mettaknowledge.com/training/the-art-of-surviving-compassion-fatigue 

Monday, February 25, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am.  For location contact Lindsey Holcolmb at :  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Thursday, February 28, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.   1-2:30 at United Way.  Everyone is welcomed.  Contact Rhonda Miska to confirm or for questions:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   
Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 
Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Through March 15, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for its 3 and 4 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact Lindsey Holcolmb:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, March 18, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond. Contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116
Cel. (434) 409-2753
Fax. (434) 817-0664
