CJ Weekly Alert

February 19 - 25, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************

SPECIAL EDITION: Immigration.  Creciendo Juntos has maintained a neutral position with respect to the immigration debate to avoid distractions from our primary focus of assisting service providers improve services to the local Latino population.  In this issue of the weekly Alert bulletin, we share news and contacts to help members weigh the pros and the cons of the issues and tools for those who are interested in becoming more involved.
***********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Friday, February 22, 2008: The Art Of Surviving Compassion Fatigue. http://www.mettaknowledge.com/training/the-art-of-surviving-compassion-fatigue 

Monday, February 25, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am.  For location contact Lindsey Holcolmb at:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
**********************

B – UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS IN VIRGINIA PAY $300+ MILLION IN TAXES

A new study by the Commonwealth Institute debunks one major myth of the anti-illegal-immigrant movement, that undocumented workers supposedly don't pay taxes.  To the contrary the undocumented population – numbering between 250,000 and 300,000 - contributes to the Virginia economy in substantial ways. They provide critical labor to certain industries, including construction, manufacturing, and leisure and hospitality, and the $2.6 billion to $3.1 billion in income earned by this group is used to purchase goods and services in the Commonwealth.  Furthermore, the taxes paid by the undocumented population total between $260 million and $311 million. When the payroll taxes of employers of undocumented immigrants working on the books are considered, these numbers increase to between $379 million and $453 million.
To read the full report, visit “Fiscal Facts: Tax Contributions of Virginia's Undocumented Immigrants" at  http://www.thecommonwealthinstitute.org/immtaxcontribution.pdf 
For more news on the Latino immigrant population in Virginia, sign up for the no-cost VACOLA Clipping Service at:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VACOLAO

**********************

C –  FIVE FACTS ABOUT UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES

This National Council of La Raza fact sheet released on February 15, 2008, challenges some common myths about undocumented workers.  
Access the document at:  http://www.nclr.org/content/publications/download/50720 
Also, visit the CJ Immigration Myths and Facts page - http://www.cj-network.org/myths_facts.html - that compiles references – studies, statistics, films and other resources – to dispel common myths and stereotypes about the U.S. Latino population.
**********************

D – MORE THAN 100 IMMIGRATION RELATED PROPOSALS – MANY AFFECTING UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS - BEING CONSIDERED IN VIRGINIA

The Virginia General Assembly is considering more than 100 immigration related bills. They include measures that would prohibit the undocumented from attending public colleges and universities, deny bail for and report to federal authorities the undocumented who commit crimes, require businesses to lose their licenses if the owners are convicted of hiring the undocumented, and require the governor to enter into an agreement with federal immigration officials to enforce illegal-alien laws.

An online database of proposed Virginia immigration legislation can be found at:  http://www.richmondsunlight.com/photosynthesis/7mlxg 

Churches and other groups interested in an overview about Virginia immigration proposals might consider inviting Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center, to give a presentation.  He can be reached at tim@justice4all.org 
**********************

E - NAVIGATING THE IMMIGRATION DEBATE:  A GUIDE FOR STATE & LOCAL POLICYMAKERS AND ADVOCATES
Fed by a daily drumbeat of inflammatory rhetoric on cable television and talk radio, public frustration with our broken immigration system and federal inaction is now hyper-charged. It has transformed immigration policy from an inside-the-beltway debate into a political flashpoint jolting state houses and town halls across the country. State and local legislators feeling heat from angry constituents have introduced a dizzying array of bills and ordinances. At their best, these measures are a legitimate expression of local frustration targeting specific policy concerns resulting from an influx of migrants; at worst, they are cheap political haymakers that divide communities and wreak havoc on local economies. In response, the American Immigration Lawyer’s Association (AILA) has developed a state and local resource guide to provide policymakers and advocates a roadmap to use as they steer through the policy minefields created by this trend. Organized around seven hot-button issues, the guide is designed to provide a basic orientation to the issues and an introduction to critical resources.  Download the guide, released this week, at:  http://aila.org/content/default.aspx?docid=24681
**********************

F - EVERY 1ST AND 3RD TUESDAY EVENING:  CHARLOTTESVILLE IMMIGRANT SOLIDARITY MEETING
Since August 2007, persons interested in the immigration debate have been meeting at the Church of the Incarnation to discuss updates on what is happening locally/in other localities/statewide and nationally, civic education, and local and state organizing in favor of immigrants.  Join the meetings every 1st and 3rd Tuesday from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). For more information contact Rhonda Miska, Social Justice Minister, at rmm@incarnationparish.org 
To stay informed of the immigration debate and to help those affected by it, visit:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html
Legal assistance references for Latinos living in the greater Charlottesville area can be found at:

http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html#legal
**********************
G – TAKE ACTION TO SUPPORT IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center, wants people to know that they can take action on behalf of immigrants via Internet.  Go to www.justice4all.org/get_involved  and look for the tab that says "Take Action to Support Immigrants' Rights."  Click on your favorite issue, and follow the simple instructions to send an e-mail.  A copy of your letter will be sent to the Committee or individual that has been targeted. Usually, you'll never hear back from anyone. Sometimes you'll get an automatic response, or a response from the legislator's aide. You should never be afraid to contact an elected official. Elected officials work for us, and it's our job to tell them what to do.

**********************
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Thursday, February 28, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.   1-2:30 at United Way.  Everyone is welcomed.  Contact Rhonda Miska to confirm or for questions:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Through March 15, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for its 3 and 4 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact Lindsey Holcolmb:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, March 18, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond. Contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
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