CJ Weekly Alert

February 26 – March 3, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Thursday, February 28, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.   1-2:30 at United Way.  Everyone is welcomed.  Contact Rhonda Miska to confirm or for questions:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

**********************

B – UVA STUDENT LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Third-year UVA Spanish and Anthropology double-major seeks volunteer opportunities working with Latinos.  She prefers social work related experience in which she can use her Spanish.  For more information, contact Reisha R. Carter at rrc6d@virginia.edu or (804)450-0325

**********************

C - CHARLOTTESVILLE SCHOOLS: SPANISH PHONE LINE

Charlottesville City Schools has a Spanish Phone Line available to its families:  245-2548. This resource allows Latino families to contact their children’s schools with their comments, questions, or concerns. Tina Vasquez, a high school teacher, responds to inquiries. 

For a Spanish language flyer that can be given to Latino parents and children, visit:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjresourcessp/Flyer_in_Spanish.pdf 

The English language version is available at:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjresourcessp/Flyer_in_English.pdf 

For other area initiatives directed to the Spanish speaking population, visit: 

http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html 
**********************
D –  CULTURAL SENSITIVITY TRAININGS:  WORKING WITH LATINOS
The Creciendo Juntos Human Services working group is preparing agency staff training workshops in order to prepare agency staff to better understand and meet the needs of our local Latino population.  Many organizations and agency have expressed interest in training for their staff to equip them to work with Latinos.  If you have specific requests or concerns you'd like to see addressed in a training (eg understanding of family relationships in Latino cultures, general cultural sensitivity, etc) please contact the coordinators of the Human Services working group, Rhonda Miska at rhonda@incarnationparish.org  or Jon Nafziger at jnafziger@unitedwaytja.org   We need your input so we can better tailor the workshops to your needs!

For power point cultural sensitivity trainings presented at CJ plenaries, visit http://www.cj-network.org/lep.html  

**********************

E – CULTURAL SENSTITIVY TRAININGS:  IMMIGRATION AND THE IMMIGRATION DEBATE
The Immigrant Solidarity Network, a group of Latino immigrants and their supporters, are preparing a presentation to give to groups interested in learning more about the immigration debate and putting a human face on immigration.  The length of the presentation is flexible and can be tailored to fit the interests of your particular group. The presentation can include showing of a brief documentary, hearing personal stories from immigrants, addressing myths about immigration, and ample time for discussion, questions and answers.  If your agency, organization, service group, church, etc. would like to learn more about the issue, contact Rhonda Miska at rhonda@incarnationparish.org
**********************

F - MARCH 5, 2008:  ELEVENTH ANNUAL HISPANIC LAW CONFERENCE AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY:  LATINO PERSPECTIVES ON THE 2008 ELECTION

American University Washington College of Law provides through its annual Hispanic Law Conference a forum for the promotion of issues that affect the Latino community, both nationally and internationally. The conference is held annually in the spring as part of WCL's Founders' Celebration, and is the most important event for the WCL Latino community, bringing together a unique mix of personalities devoted to the progress of Latinos/as in the U.S. and in the region. SOCIAL MENTORING (10 am – 12:15 pm):  The focus of these sessions is to expose high school and junior college Latino/a students to a wide range of higher education alternatives and opportunities. It is conducted by members of the American University community and the Hispanic College Fund. CAREER FORUM (3:30 – 5 pm):  This will offer JD and LL.M. students from the Washington College of Law and other law schools an opportunity to interact and exchange information with representatives of organizations in the private, public, and non-profit sectors during the table-talk career forum.  LATINO PERSPECTIVES ON THE 2008 ELECTION (5 – 6:30 pm): The debate will be among representatives of the major political parties interactively addressing the questions raised by law students from the U.S. and Latin America.  For more information, visit http://www.wcl.american.edu/hispanic  
**********************

G – VIRGINIA FESTIVAL OF THE BOOK:  ACTIVITIES RELATED TO LATINOS OR LATIN AMERICA
March 26, 2008:  The Art Of Political Murder:  Who Killed The Bishop.  Featuring

will feature novelist Francisco Goldman, who will discuss his non-fiction book on the political murder of Guatemalan Bishop Msgr. Juan Gerardi.  Hosted by UVa Spanish Department, UVa History Department.  Location:  UVA Bookstore, 400 Emmet Street S (924-3721).  At 6:00 pm. Event details at:  http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=179 

March 28, 2008:  Immigration And Emigration:  Stories.   William Poy Lee (The Eighth Promise), H.G. Carrillo (Loosing My Espanish), Marsha Mehran (Pomegranate Soup), and Nahid Rachlin (Persian Girls: A Memoir) share their stories.  Location:  UVA Bookstore, 400 Emmet Street S (924-3721).  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=124
March 29, 2008:  How I Learned English.   Salvadoran performance poet and artist Quique Aviles, Cuban-born novelist H.G. Carrillo, and Tom Miller discuss the anthology How I Learned English -- and Latino experiences in the United States.  Location:  Carver Recreation Center, 223 4th Street NW (293-2259).  At 12:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=122
March 29, 2008:  Rosa Montero: An Afternoon With The Spanish Journalist And Novelist.

This reading in Spanish and English is with Rose Montero, one of Spain's best-known contemporary writers.  Sponsored by UVa Spanish Department. Location:  UVA Culbreth Theatre, 109 Culbreth Rd (924-3376).  At 4:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=33 

**********************
H – TECHNICAL PROBLEMS INTERFERING WITH UPDATES OF THE CJ WEBSITE

Since going on line in March 2006, the CJ website has been updated at least weekly by its webmaster Rolando Méndez.  

Rolando has been unable to update the website since February 7 because his computer died and along with it, the software used to both update the site and store a copy of it.   The website is functioning and available for consultations.  

Please continue to send website updates to lhemby@albemarle.org Rolando hopes to resolve the problem and catch up with all updates before March 7.  

**********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

March 5, 2008:  Eleventh Annual Hispanic Law Conference At American University:  Latino Perspectives On The 2008 Election.  Visit: http://www.wcl.american.edu/hispanic/
Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Through March 15, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for its 3 and 4 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact Lindsey Holcolmb:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, March 18, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

March 26, 2008:  The Art Of Political Murder:  Who Killed The Bishop.  Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=179 

March 28, 2008:  Immigration and Emigration:  Stories. Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=124
March 29, 2008:  How I Learned English.  Virginia Festival of the Book At 12:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=122
March 29, 2008:  Rosa Montero: An Afternoon With The Spanish Journalist And Novelist

Virginia Festival of the Book At 4:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=33 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Tuesday, April 1, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond. Contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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