CJ Weekly Alert

February 5 - 11, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Thursday, February 14, 2008: CJ Plenary – Roundtable:  Working with Latino Families:
What does your organization need to successfully respond to them?  Contact: Miriam Rushfinn (Partnership for Children Parent Education Group) mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org or Maryfrances Porter (Commission on Children and Families) mporter@albemarle.org 
**********************

B - BILINGUAL VOLUNTEER PLAY COORDINATORS NEEDED  

A Latina mom’s support group has been formed as a collaborative effort between the Bright Stars Program, Albemarle Adult Ed & ESL, Arc of the Piedmont, and the Word of Faith Church.  The group meets on Tuesdays at the Word of Faith Church, close to Albemarle High School.

Bilingual volunteer play coordinators are needed to work 2 ½ - 3 hours on Tuesday mornings to develop activities and help care for children 0 – 4 years of age while their mothers are in learning sessions.  Contact Jan Pandy at jpandy@k12albemarle.org 

**********************

C - SEEKING BILUNGUAL VOLUNTEERS FOR THE GIRL SCOUTS

UVA students assisted the Girl Scouts in recruiting new girls from the local Spanish speaking community during a J-Term class. The results were tremendous and the Girl Scouts needs to enlist new volunteers to accommodate the girls in new troops. 
This is an excellent opportunity to make a difference in the life of a young girls, both Spanish-speaking and from other diverse groups. Contact Trish Reagan per5h@virginia.edu for more information.

**********************

D - BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUTREACH IN SOUTHWOOD TRAILER COURT FOR WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

Word of Faith Church is seeking bilingual volunteers to assist with an inner-city outreach to local children. The outreach is focused on giving the youth something to do on Wednesday afternoons: a place to go, a safe environment to hang out at and to sow some good seed into their lives. 
Bilingual volunteers are needed to help with picking-up Latino children from Southwood Trailer park (a van service has already been established but the driver needs a Spanish speaker), playground monitoring, and helping in the classrooms with the older children. Currently 100 children are attending the program. Interested?  Please contact Rich Hubbard at richhubbard@aol.com
**********************

E - FREE ENGLISH AND COMPUTER CLASSES AT THE ALC
The Adult Learning Center, located in the Ix Building near the downtown mall, is offering FREE English classes to restaurant and hotel workers.  The class meets with the teacher once a week on Mondays (either 8:30-10:30am, or 2:30-4:30pm, depending on student preference). FREE videos and workbooks are given to students to work on independently during the week.  Call the Adult Learning Center at 434-245-2817 and ask about the "Downtown English" class. 
Free computer classes are also offered once a week on Thursdays.

**********************

F - WHAT’S NEW IN OUTREACH?  TUESDAY PLAY GROUP
A new collaborative effort led to the organization of a Latina mom’s support group that began on January 29, 2008.  Some fourteen mothers with children from 0-4 years of age either showed up or were given a ride to Word of Faith Church where the play group will meet each Tuesday for two hours during the remainder of the school year. While the curriculum is still being worked out, it will include English lessons, a snack, a play group, and speakers focusing on issues from child development to local resources.  

 

Among recent comments elicited from Latino area residents and Latina service providers, during the ongoing CJ health survey, is the resounding suggestion that a way to enhance outreach to the Latino community is by coordinating initiatives with churches offering Spanish language services.  Everyone involved in starting this play group are to be saluted for trying out this methodology. 

Service provider participation in this initiative includes Maria Williams, Arc of the Piedmont’s Infant Development Program; Elaine Celski and Sharon Root, Albemarle County Adult Education and ESL Program, and several UVA interns associated with this office; and Jan Pandy, Ilene Railton, and Sue Tansy, all Bright Star workers from Greer and Agnor Hurt.  Rich Hubbard, pastor of the Latino congregation at Word of Faith Church, which is close to Greer and Agnor Hurt, has offered the group a place to meet and helped recruit Latina participants.

Please note that the group will not be admitting new moms until further notice. For more information contact:  Jan Pandy at jpandy@k12albemarle.org or Maria Williams at mwilliams@thearcofthepiedmont.org 

For a list of area churches with Spanish language services, visit http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html 

**********************

G - PILOT LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR LATINAS AT BURLEY

Albemarle County ESOL office is piloting a six week Latina girls' focus group at Burley Middle School this semester to develop the leadership skills of 7th and 8th grade young Latina women and help them make better choices about the future. 
There is an opportunity for some UVA Latina students to participate with the hope of eventually expanding the involvement of the UVA students into a one on one mentoring program. Some community guests are involved, including an advocate from SARA and a 4-H Youth Development Coordinator.  For more information, contact Laura Brown: lbrown2@k12albemarle.org or 989-3987

**********************

H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Saturday, February 16, 2008:  Forum:  Civil and Human Rights Under Seige in Virginia:  Who Will Defend Immigrants?  9 – 11:30 am.  674 Hillsdale Drive.   http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/CommunityImmigrationDiscussionFeb16.pdf  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonhousing.org 
Tuesday, February 19, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska at:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, February 22, 2008: The Art Of Surviving Compassion Fatigue. http://www.mettaknowledge.com/training/the-art-of-surviving-compassion-fatigue 

Monday, February 25, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am.  For location contact Lindsey Holcolmb at :  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Thursday, February 28, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.   1-2:30 at United Way.  Everyone is welcomed.  Contact Rhonda Miska to confirm or for questions:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact Lindsey Holcolmb:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, March 18, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond. Contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations
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Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
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Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

