CJ Weekly Alert

January 15 – 21, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Thursday, January 17, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.  1 – 2:30 at United Way.  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org
Thursday, January 17, 2008:  Planning Meeting for February 14, 2007 plenary.  2:00 – 3:30 pm at Albemarle Social Services (Room 231) in the 5th Street County Office Building. BY INVITATION ONLY: If you feel you can contribute to this one time planning meeting and would like to be invited, please contact Miriam Rushfinn at mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
Saturday, January 19, 2008: Regional Immigrant Solidarity Gathering in Richmond.  To register or for more information:  (434) 906-0421 or info@thepeopleunited.org
**********************

B – THROUGH JANUARY 2008:  SEEKING VOLUNTEER ESL TUTORS

Charlottesville Abundant Life Ministries seeks volunteer ESL tutors as part of a new Hispanic Outreach initiative. Spanish skills/prior teaching experience are not necessary. 

Starting on January 15th, group ESL classes will be held every Tuesday from 7-8 in the Blue Ridge Commons Network Center on Prospect Avenue. Volunteers can come to share a snack and work with adults who want to improve their English. 


If you would like to form a personal tutoring relationship, we also have many adults who would like to find a one-on-one English tutor. Student and tutor will meet for an hour each week, at a time that is convenient for both. Meetings will take place in the Blue Ridge Commons apartments. Spanish is helpful for personal tutoring but not necessary in all cases. For more information, please contact Samantha Ley, Hispanic Outreach Coordinator at Abundant Life Ministries. samjley@gmail.com or 970-2016.

Directions to Blue Ride Commons:  From West Main Street, take 9th/10th St. Ext. Cross Cherry Ave, where 9th/10th becomes Roosevelt Brown, and pass by Buford Middle School on the right. Continue straight through the stop sign and Blue Ridge Commons apartments (768 Prospect) will be on your left. Take the driveway straight down to the bottom of the hill and turn right. The Family Network Center will be the apartment with an awning on your right.

**********************

C – SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2008:  FREE SPANISH HOMEOWNERSHIP EDUCATION CLASS

The Virginia Housing Development Authority will be having a Free Spanish Homeownership Education class on Saturday, January 19, 2008.  The class will cover personal finances, credit report & credit issues, relationship with the real estate agent, role of the lender, home inspection, and loan closing.  The time is from 8:30 am – 2:30 pm at 601 South Belvidere Street in Richmond.  To register contact 877-843-2123.  For a bilingual announcement, visit:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/HousingclassJan19.doc 

**********************

D - TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2008:  RAIDS RESPONSE TRAINING – REGISTER NOW!!

FOR WHO: Community organizers, staff of civil and immigrant rights organizations, clergy, advocates and anyone who works with the immigrant community. 

WHAT: The Raids Response Training will cover the rights of the immigrant community during questioning by the police or Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) as well as the steps to take once under arrest
by ICE. Training materials also include a family emergency plan to be implemented in the event of a raid. 

There will also be a brief legislative update on what to expect this year from Richmond.

WHEN: January 22, 2007, 12.45-5PM

WHERE: Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center, 3159 Row St, Falls Church, VA. 22044

WHY: The goal of this training is to educate those who work with the immigrant community so they are able to provide the best advice possible to victims of raids. Better educating the immigrant community
on the role of ICE and the rights of all persons regardless of immigration status, will benefit those we are tasked to assist and will subdue some of the fear that comes from a raid.  Having raids response trained organizations and advocates dispersed in the area provide the immigrant community with various points of contact for information on their rights and avenues for help. 

REGISTER:  Please RSVP with Edgar Aranda at edgar@justice4all.org or 703-778-3450 by January 18th so that we may plan accordingly.


Sponsoring the event is the National Capital Immigrant Coalition in partnership with Legal Aid Justice Center - Immigrant Advocacy Project, Hogar Hispano, Carecen, Tenants and Workers United, Immigration and Human Rights Law Group PLLC, League of United Latin American Citizens - VA,Just Neighbors, Virginia Organizing Project, and El Pueblo Unido.


Please note this event is closed to the media.
**********************

E – ESOL SPRING COURSE OFFERINGS:  ENGLISH LANGUAGE, GED CLASSES & MORE

Albemarle County Adult Education has announced its Spring 2008 Offerings that include General ESOL Classes with Basic Technology Training; Communication Skills class; Spanish GED preparation; Inter-Cultural Transitions class; TOEFL Test Preparation; and Family Literacy Classes.  For a description of these classes, visit

http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=18602&sc_id=1184894192 or for more information contact 296-3872 ext. 2 or rsnider@k12albemarle.org 

There is also a limited enrollment General ESOL class at Southwood on Mondays & Wednesday evenings.  For more information contact Paula Mehring at 295-7936.

**********************

F - FABULOUS FOOD NEWS:  SALVADORAN PUPUSAS & MEXICAN PAN DULCE
Food review by Linda Hemby

Since the Salvadoran owned Pupusa Crazy closed almost two years ago there hasn’t been a decent pupusa in the area.  Yes, Aquí es México offers pupusas, but they’re typically made by Mexicans, so they don’t really taste like real Salvadoran pupusas and even worse, they’re served with a watery salsa and strange cortido (viniagrette cabbage/onion/pepper slaw).  I know, because I’ve been eating pupusas in El Salvador since 1983.
Silva Palma, a Salvadoran married to a Honduran, who has a sister-in-law from the Dominican Republic, opened up Restaurante & Pupuseria Cason Tropical on Monday, January 7, 2008.  The menu is small, focusing on a few popular items that are positively delicious, and includes tamarindo and horchata (freshly made fruit and rice beverages). While bean only pupusas, my favorite, are not on the menu, they are available.  My son Rolando and I were so thrilled with the first mouthful of a pupusa piled high with salsa and cortido that we both shed a tear; for a brief moment, we were in El Salvador.  Cason Tropical is open from 11 am - 9 pm daily and is located in the shopping center behind Kohr’s Ice Cream on 29, across from Lowe’s.  Silvia is bilingual, so call her at 293-1119 to make your reservations or order pupusas for your office parties.

So it’s clear I’m not disparaging Mexican cooking, if you’re in the market for good coffee and Mexican pan dulce (pastry), check out the Donut Connection.  The owner George Nader, yes, is from Lebanon, but his wife is Mexican and their pastry chef, also Mexican, prepares an array of wonderful pan dulce that is sold wholesale to most local Mexican stores and restaurants.  If you’re having an office meeting and don’t want to deal with getting in and out of the crowded Guadalupana parking lot, or to pay retail prices there for Donut Connection products, call George at 293-3393 or stop by the Donut Connection, from 6 am to noon daily, on 250/Long Street, by Merchant Tire and Papa John’s.  You do have to call or stop by at least a day in advance since the pan dulce is prepared to order and not sold retail at the Donut Connection.  George will sell you the pan dulce at wholesale price (50 cents, unfilled/ 75 cents, filled) if you purchase at least a dozen.  He will also lend you a large 8 – 10 cup thermos if you want to buy coffee for $12.  The fee includes coffee cups, sugar, and cream.  (You’ll need to return the thermos the same day.  And yes, he has multiple thermos containers if you need more coffee.)  

**********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Monday, January 28, 2008:  SPECIAL CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting at 10 am at United Way.  This will be the first meeting of the group open to the public.  Subsequent meetings will return to every 3rd Monday of the month at SARA.  For more information: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or lindseyh@ntelos.net 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, February 8, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, February 14, 2008: CJ Plenary – Roundtable:  Working with Latino Families:

What do families want?  What does your organization need to successfully respond to them?  Contact: lhemby@albemarle.org or mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
Tuesday, February 19, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor Esl Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond to it. Contact: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
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