CJ Weekly Alert

January 22 - 28, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

JANUARY 24 – 27:  ANNA IN THE TROPICS (ANA EN EL TRÓPICO)
The Nilo Cruz play that won the Pulitzer Prize last year will be performed at UVA this week.  Set in 1929, Anna in the Tropics tells the story of a family of cigar workers whose lives are irrevocably changed by the arrival of a new Cuban lector. As he reads Anna Karenina to the workers, the spirit of Tolstoy’s novel affects them. With each chapter, new desires and jealousies erupt in the factory. Even the novel’s deadly love triangle starts to play itself out as Conchita considers whether to take a lover. The play raises the dichotomy of a time when the sound of a human voice reading poetry is about to be replaced by the percussive sound of a factory full of machines.  Performances are:  Jan 24-26 at 8:00 pm and Jan 26-27 at 2:00 pm in Helms Theater.  Tickets are available in advance in Wilson 112, 924-7155.
**********************

B - MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2008:  SPECIAL CJ HEALTH PROMOTER WORKING GROUP MEETING

In May 2007, several health professionals, all members of CJ, decided to come together to explore developing a health promoter project in the Southwood trailer park. Group membership was closed to founding members to facilitate decision-making about an initial action plan amongst a small group of professionals with experience in the health promoter model.  In September, the group organized a large help fair in Southwood, a panel on the health promoter model, and among other initiatives, launched a health survey of Latino households in Southwood.

Beginning in January 2008, this working group’s meetings will include other health providers interested in partnering to provide bilingual services in targeted health areas.

The special January meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 28, 2008, at 10 am at United Way (806 East High Street, Charlottesville, VA 22902). If you are a health provider and feel you should be invited to this meeting, please contact Lindsey Holcomb at lindseyh@ntelos.net
Subsequent meetings will return to every 3rd Monday of the month at SARA. 

For more information on the CJ Health Promoter Group, including meeting notes, summaries of the group’s initiatives, links to online references, and other resources, visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
**********************

C - TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2008:  PLANNING MEETING FOR THE FEBRUARY PLENARY ON IMPROVING OUTREACH TO LATINO CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS
Many local service providers have a real desire to improve their outreach to Latino children and families.  How to best go about this is a question since most agencies have little experience to draw on, no needs assessments or evaluation tools, and few or no resources.  

The January CJ plenary highlighted one local best outreach practice:  the Strengthening Families program.  The February plenary will continue to identify best practices and local resources, and to define others ways that ensure greater coordination, communication and collaboration, and increased and more effective outreach to Latino children and their parents.

To maximize its success, a one time planning meeting for the February 14th plenary was scheduled for last Thursday; it was subsequently cancelled due to snow.  The planning meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, January 29, from 2:30-4 pm, at Albemarle Social Services.  Twenty persons from agencies working with children have confirmed their attendance to the planning meeting.  If you were not invited but believe you should be, contact mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
For a summary of the January plenary, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/PlenaryJan10.doc 

For talking points about improving outreach to our Latino children and parents, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts/2008/AlertJan1-7.doc 
**********************

D - RURAL HEALTH OUTREACH PROGRAM’S MOBILE CLINIC:  EXPANDED SERVICE

The RHOP Mobile Clinic has been visiting Southwood Trailer Park for three years. It provided bilingual medical services – check ups, pap smears, blood work, referrals - each month until July 2007, when the visits became every other month so the Mobile Clinic could visit the Church of the Incarnation on alternating months.

In January 2008, the Albemarle-Charlottesville Department of Heath offered the Mobile Clinic space to expand its service hours to also include the last Sunday of the month, from 2 to 6 pm, at the Dept. of Health, 1138 Rose Hill Drive (off Preston, between Bodos and Washington Park). 

To learn about when the RHOP Mobile Clinic will be at Southwood or Incarnation, or to make an appointment for its Dept. of Health visits, contact Ivonne López at 962-1041.  For more information about RHOP, contact Jan Wolfe at 434/263-4858 or 434/409-1636. She can also be reached at jan@rhop-brmc.org  A Spanish language flyer about the expanded mobile clinic services at the Dept. of Health will be uploaded this week at http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html
**********************

E – UPDATE ON STAFF CHANGES AT CHIP

CHIP’s Spanish language workers are well known and respected among CJ participants.  Indeed, CHIP was one of the area’s first service providers to use bilingual workers.  

And, what exactly is CHIP?  It’s a program co-sponsored by MACAA and the Thomas Jefferson Health Department, serving low-income children from birth to age seven and their families.  CHIP’s family support workers promote preventive health care by linking these families to physicians, Social Services (for Medicaid/FAMIS and other benefits), and other community resources.  They also provide awareness and education to enhance parenting skills.  

There has been some turnover in CHIP, and CJ has received several questions about who is still there and who the new folks are.  As we all know, Dilcia Colindres left for SHE almost a year ago.  
Blanca Owens started with CHIP a year and a half ago.  Blanca was born in Puebla, Mexico and has lived in Charlottesville for almost six years.  Previously, Blanca and her family lived in Greenville, North Carolina.  She likes CHIP “because it helps me to get to know people from Mexico and other countries.”  She also likes working there because “I can inform, educate and help Latinos, their children and sometimes even their relatives, learn about their rights, obligations, and opportunities as parents and as residents of Charlottesville and the U.S.”  Blanca is impressed with agencies and their workers who provide services to Latinos and encourages them to “continue the beautiful task of helping, informing, and educating them.” Blanca can be reached at Blanca.Owens@vdh.virginia.gov 

Blanca has recently been joined by two new bilingual and bicultural family support workers, Carolina Ortiz and Erica Mateo.

Carolina is from New York City and more specifically, from Brooklyn.  Her parents are from the Dominican Republic.  Carolina moved to Cville about six months ago and shortly thereafter began working at CHIP. She “love[s] the job that I do and the difference that I help make in my clients life. I love seeing how our clients value us coming into the home to educate them on the health and safety of their children and the family as a whole.”  When asked about what advice she has for service providers working with Spanish language families, Carolina suggested, “Take the time to listen to the needs of the Latino Community. I also think that we can empower our clients to have a voice in the community by giving them the support they need.”  Carolina can be reached at:  Carolina.Ortiz@vdh.virginia.gov  
 
Erica is a Charlottesville native but she can recall some migrating throughout her childhood between Florida and Virginia.  Both of her parents were born and raised in Mexico. As a child she “can remember living in the Covesville apple orchard, then moving around some to finally settle near Scottsville where her family finally found a place to call our home.” Erica left Charlottesville to go to college in Richmond where she currently resides with her husband.  She joined CHIP in October 2007 and says she “really enjoy[s] all the support that the CHIP team has to offer.  … the most gratifying thing is to see that you can make a small difference in the life of a child.  Working with the Latino population has definitely made me more aware and grateful of my own family gifts.  Just being there for these families I can make a difference.” We also asked Erica about her advice to agencies serving Latinos.  She replied, “be patient with us; we are discovering a new way of thinking/life in American society.  Sometimes by the time we have figured out who can help, our problems have worsened and service providers can become overwhelmed.  Also, be prepared and aware with information to help us; as soon as we find a helpful source we want to use that one source for everything but, if you guide us to another source we become more efficient and self-sufficient.  Please guide us to know where else we can go.”   Erica can be reached at Erica.Mateo@vdh.virginia.gov
Congratulations to CHIP and its coordinator, Judy Smith, for continuing to demonstrate its commitment to the Latino community by recruiting bilingual and bicultural workers.  

For more information on CHIP, visit http://www.jachip.org or contact Judy at judy.smith@vdh.virginia.gov
**********************

F - WELCOME NEW CJ MEMBERS FROM IRC & CVILLE DSS
Every month new people join CJ.  Among the most recent are Sarah Burke and Karina Rosario.

Sara grew up in Albemarle County and attended UVA, majoring in Latin American Studies.  During college she studied abroad in Valparaiso, Chile, and interned in the Immigration Clinic at Legal Aid Justice Center.  She also did volunteer projects in Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic.  After graduating from UVA in the Spring of 2006, she moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina, where she worked for a year and traveled for a couple of months in Argentina and Bolivia.  Since returning to Charlottesville, she has taken the Interpreter Services Coordinator position at IRC, previously held by Michael Tsai, and has completed interpreter training as a Spanish interpreter. Sara can be reached at:   Sarah.Burke@theirc.org
Karina is from New York but lived in Puerto Rico for four years.  She’s been in Charlottesville for almost the same amount of time.  She is a child social worker with Charlottesville Social Services and occasionally serves Latino clients.  Karina can be reached at rosario@charlotesville.org 
A warm welcome to Sarah, Karina and others who have recently participated in a CJ plenary, working group, or other activity.

**********************

G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Through January 2008:  Abundant Life Ministries Recruiting ESL Volunteer Tutors and Region Ten Recruiting Mental Health Professionals. Visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Tuesday, February 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact: peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, February 8, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, February 14, 2008: CJ Plenary – Roundtable:  Working with Latino Families:

What do families want?  What does your organization need to successfully respond to them?  Contact: lhemby@albemarle.org or mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
Monday, February 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, February 19, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond to it. Contact: lindseyh@ntelos.net
Monday, March  21, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116
Cel. (434) 409-2753
Fax. (434) 817-0664






