CJ Weekly Alert

January 29 – February 4, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Monday, January 28, 2008:  Special CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting. 10 am at United Way.  By invitation only. Contact: lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, January 29, 2008:  Planning Meeting For The February Plenary “ Improving Outreach To Latino Children And Their Parents.”  2:30 – 4 at Albemarle Social Services. By invitation only.  Contact:  mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
Through January 2008:  Abundant Life Ministries Recruiting ESL Volunteer Tutors and Region Ten Recruiting Mental Health Professionals. Visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Friday, February 1, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
**********************

B - SEEKING BILINGUAL EMPLOYEE TO WORK DURING TAX SEASON

Dell TAX & Mortagage is seeking a full time bilingual employee who can work during the tax season and who is comfortable with a computer.  Depending upon his/her capabilities, the employment could be year 

round. Training will be provided. 

Contact Fraidoon Hovaizi at  DellTAX & Mortgage at : 434-244-3355 or 801 W Main St., Suite 207, Cville 22903
**********************

C - SEEKING BILINGUAL VOLUNTEERS TO HELP OUT DURING TAX SEASON

Martha Trujillo, United Way, is helping AARP provide free Spanish language income tax preparation to low income Latinos.  She is looking for bilingual volunteers who can donate about four hours a week to assisting with this very important and much needed effort.  

Please contact Martha at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org
**********************

D - SPANISH LANGUGE TAX PREPARATION SERVICE FOR AREA LATINOS

Martha Trujillo, United Way, will be providing free tax preparation services to Spanish language area residents starting February 7, 2008, from 9 am – 1 pm, at the Albemarle County building on 5th Street Extended.

Assistance is by appointment.  Refer your Clients to Martha at 972-1703.

[This service can be expanded to more days/hours once Martha receives volunteers (see entry, above).]
Thanks so much, Martha, for this great service!
**********************

E – FOCUS WOMEN’S CENTER NOW OFFERS I & R TO SPANISH SPEAKERS

The FOCUS Women’s Center is now providing information and referral services for Spanish-speaking members of the community.  

Callers will be able to speak to our referral desk staff in Spanish to obtain information about health and medical services, as well as about housing, legal, child care, family, educational, and employment assistance available in the FOCUS service area.  We have a database that includes the names of providers with Spanish language capabilities; we are also able to provide referrals for mental health services available in Spanish.  

The desk will be staffed on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 to 5:00pm at 434-293-2222, extension 32 by Laurie Miller.  Her e-mail address is bilingualinfo@focuscville.org .  Ms. Miller has a Master’s degree in Spanish from the University of Virginia, has traveled extensively in Spain, and is fluent in Spanish.  She has translated for Habitat for Humanity, the Albemarle County Homebuyer’s Club, and the University of Virginia Medical Center. 

**********************

F - FEBRUARY 16, 2008:  BREAKFAST FORUM - CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER SEIGE IN VIRGINIA:  WHO WILL DEFEND IMMIGRANTS?
 

This forum, sponsored by the Cville/Albemarle Democratic Party, aims to raise awareness among area Democrats of the moral principals, hard-fought civil rights, and Democratic values that are under attack in the current battle being waged against immigrants in the State.  Speakers include Peter Loach, Piedmont Housing Alliance; Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center; Sindy Benavides, Latino Liasion for Governor Kaine; and Walter Tejada, Chairman, Arlington County Board.
 

The Saturday morning breakfast forum is scheduled from 9:30 - 11:30 at 674 Hillsdale Drive.  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/CommunityImmigrationDiscussionFeb16.pdf  or Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
**********************

G - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2008: The Art of Surviving Compassion Fatigue

Drained from all the good work you’re doing to help Latinos or from the struggle of getting your agency to do more for this community?  If so, this workshop is for you!

“In this workshop from 9:30 am to 6 pm., we will explore the meaning of compassion and its manifestations in our own lives and work. We will explore why we have compassion fatigue and how to address it constructively so we can continue our work with a sense of energy, hope, and optimism.  Those of us who work in fields where we deal with the causes and effects of violence on a daily basis often do so because we care deeply about others’ well being. We wish to act with compassion and kindness and to have a positive impact. However, the realities of facing the effects of war, sexual and domestic violence, genocide, racism, and myriad personal and collective traumas can wear away our reserves and our faith in humanity and the world. We may find ourselves frustrated, numbed out, burned out, angry, grief-stricken, or worn down. The insistent question of “Why?” in the face of so much suffering seems to remain unanswered.  We will use methods from psychology and various experiential, action-oriented tools drawn from healing traditions worldwide. The goal will be for participants to emerge with the following:  • Personal renewal and a greater sense of hope about the future of the world. • A deeper understanding of compassion and its action in the world.  • A personal action plan for how to maintain compassion towards self and others.  • Tools that can be used in your work settings with employees, colleagues and clients.”  To download a flyer or to register, visit:  http://www.mettaknowledge.com/training/the-art-of-surviving-compassion-fatigue 
**********************

H - NEW STATISTICS ON VIRGINIA’S LATINO POPULATION

Need some new statistics on Latinos for your funding proposal or to convince your agency to develop more outreach activities?

This month the UVA Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service made a presentation before the Virginia Commission on Immigration.  It noted that Virginia’s largest Latino populations are Mexicans, Salvadorans, Guatemalans and Hondurans.  It also reported that more than half of Virginia’s 481,500 Latinos are U.S. born citizens, 13% are naturalized citizens, and the rest are living in the State with or without legal authorization.  Around 85% of Latino children (less than 18) residing in Virginia are U.S. born.  

The presentation, and even more so, a related power point, is full of national data about years of residence in the U.S., family incomes, English proficiency, educational attainment, labor force participation, participation in Social Services programs, the uninsured, living arrangements, and transportation.  There is also a map indicating where Latino populations are most concentrated in Virginia.

For the presentation, visit:

http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives/ImmigrationCommission/01-04-08/VCIremarks.pdf
For the accompanying power point reference:

http://www.coopercenter.org/sitefiles/documents/immigration.pdf 

**********************

I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact: peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 
Thursday, February 14, 2008: CJ Plenary – Roundtable:  Working with Latino Families:
What do families want?  What does your organization need to successfully respond to them?  Contact: lhemby@albemarle.org or mrushfinn@unitedwaytja.org
Saturday, February 16, 2008:  Forum:  Civil and Human Rights Under Seige in Virginia:  Who Will Defend Immigrants?  9 – 11:30 am.  674 Hillsdale Drive.  Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Monday, February 18, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, February 19, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, February 22, 2008: The Art Of Surviving Compassion Fatigue. http://www.mettaknowledge.com/training/the-art-of-surviving-compassion-fatigue 
Thursday, February 28, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group Meeting.   1-2:30 at United Way.  Everyone is welcomed.  Contact Rhonda to confirm or for questions:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Before Saturday, March 1, 2008:  Contribute To Summer Camp For Poor ESL Students. Donations are sought to fund a successful Summer Camp for poor ESL students, ages 5-10, left at home in Albemarle County.  For more information and/or to contribute, please contact Frances Lee-Vandell (434) 293-9893 or f.lee-vandell@juno.com   
Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Monday, March  21, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 -10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond to it. Contact: lindseyh@ntelos.net
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach
Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116
Cel. (434) 409-2753
Fax. (434) 817-0664
