CJ Weekly Alert
July 29 – August 4, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
Tuesday, August 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Bilingual Employment Sought In Charlottesville:  Recent college graduate who resides in Cville, majored in Latin American Studies, and is  fluent in Spanish (and English), is seeking a position working with children, families, and immigrants.  She is “reliable, organized, a people-person and has lots of experience working with young children.”  Contact Toby Lyons at   toblerkl@yahoo.com or  434-760-0604. Another recent college grad, with a major in Spanish and concentrations in both Latin American Studies and Poverty Studies, and experience working with immigrant and Latino populations, is seeking employment.  Contact Jamie Morgan Ferrell at:  540-460-0444 or j.morganferrell@gmail.com   Also, an experienced interpreter, translator and language instructor is exploring part-time employment opportunities in these fields as well as in counseling and other social services related areas.  Contact Elizabeth Norfrey at  davidneliz@juno.com or 434-806-1129 (cell).
**********************

B – BEFORE AUGUST 15, 2008:  ENTER YOUR LATINO ORIENTED INITIATIVE IN CHARLOTTESVILLE'S FIRST ANNUAL DESIGN MARATHON! 

What is the Design Marathon?  On Friday October 10th, from 10am-10pm, teams of local professional designers will provide PRO-BONO DESIGN SERVICES to TEN deserving Charlottesville area nonprofit organizations. Potential projects include branding, brochures, advertisements, schematic building or space renovation drawings, drawings for ADA compliance or broader site planning. The Design Marathon will take place at the Charlottesville Community Design Center (CCDC).

Who can apply? Applications will be considered from any Charlottesville area non-profits. For-profit, political or religious organizations will not be considered. Ten organizations will be chosen for the Design Marathon based upon their needs, type of project, ability to follow through on the project, and positive impact the project will make in the community.

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED for non-profit participants for the First Annual Design Marathon. Applications may be picked up at CCDC or City Hall or can be downloaded from the Design Marathon website. APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AUGUST 15, 2008.  Organizations chosen to participate in the Design Marathon will be announced on September 1st. Please help us spread the word to organizations that you think might be interested! For more information, or to become a sponsor, please contact Serena Gruia: 977-8733 -or- serena@alloyworkshop.com 
**********************

C - LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY?  BECOME A BILINGUAL ADVOCATE WITH SARA!

WHAT:  The Sexual Assault Resource Agency will provide a 40-hour training this fall for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline. 
WHEN:  September 30th through November 13th 
CONTACT:  Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
HOTLINE:  The SARA Hotline offers free, confidential, 24-hour support to sexual assault survivors, their friends and families, professionals, and the general public. As a trained Advocate, you will go on to serve callers of all backgrounds, some who are in crisis, and some who simply need more information.

**********************

D - MYTHBUSTING:  UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS OVERBURDEN HOSPITALS AND DRIVE UP THE COST OF HEALTH CARE FOR EVERYBODY ELSE
Undocumented immigrants overburden hospitals and drive up the cost of health care for everybody else.  This common myth is constantly being sputtered on talk radio and the blogosphere. But, before throwing your hands up in defeat, consider responding with these quick mythbusting facts!

Fact: Non-citizens receive significantly less health care than citizens. Largely due to their higher uninsured rate, non-citizens are much less likely than citizens to have a usual source of care, to have had any recent contact with a health professional, or to receive preventive or primary care. As a result of their lower use of care, non-citizens have significantly lower per capita health care expenditures than citizens. In 2005, average annual per capita health care expenditures for non-citizens were $1,797 versus $3,702 for citizens.

Fact: Non-citizens are significantly less likely to use the emergency room than citizens. Even though non-citizens have poorer access to care and receive less primary care than citizens, they are significantly less likely than citizens to use the emergency room. Some 13% of adult non-citizens report an emergency room visit in the past year compared to 20% of citizens.  Further, communities with low rates of emergency department use tend to have much higher concentrations of non-citizens than areas with high rates of emergency room use.

These and other immigrant health facts are included in Five Basic Facts on Immigrants and their Health Care (March 2008), a summary and report commissioned by the Kaiser Family Foundation:  http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/7761.pdf
Thanks to immigration attorney Eddie Summers for providing this resource.
Other mythbusting facts are located at:  http://www.cj-network.org/myths_facts.html 
***********************

E – NEW RESOURCE:  AIDS AMONG LATINOS ON RISE.  HISPANICS IN U.S. FACE UNIQUE OBSTACLES TO DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT
Though Hispanics make up about 14 percent of the U.S. population, they represented 22 percent of new HIV and AIDS diagnoses tallied by federal officials in 2006.  The 22 percent, a figure that has not been previously released, includes 33 states and Puerto Rico, but not California, where more than 37 percent of the population is Hispanic.  

On July 23, 2008, The Washington Post  published an entire resource about AIDs in the Latino community, located  at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/noborder/index.html?sid=ST2008072202897&pos=list 

Creciendo Juntos is offering a training session on this issue on Thursday, November 13, 2008, facilitated by the AIDS/HIV Services Group in Charlottesville.  For more information visit:

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Monday, August 11, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Friday, August 15, 2008:  Next Virginia Immigration Commission Meeting to be Held in  Harrisonburg, from 5 – 8 pm the Festival  Conference and Student Center of James Madison University.  Contact:  Carla Harris (804) 726-7107 or Matt Gross (804) 726-7087

Saturday, August 16, 2008:  Honduran Consulate Returns To Cville from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm, at the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us).  Appointments to obtain passports and consular identifications are mandatory and can be made in Spanish by calling Fanny Medley at 591-0950 or 531-0104. 
Monday, August 25, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday September 8, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Wednesday, September 10, 2008: Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts. 10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Friday, September 19, 2008:  Governor’s Latino Summit 2008, highlighting the Governor’s major initiatives in the Latino Community in the areas of education, health, economic development and public safety.  9 am – 4:00 pm, at John Tyler Community College in Chester.  $10 fee (lunch and networking session following the summit). More information, including registration requirements, will be forthcoming in August.  Contact:  Virginia Latino Advisory Board at  VLAB@governor.virginia.gov
September 30 - November 13, 2008:  Volunteer Training for the Sexual Assault Resource Agency; a 40-hour training for community volunteers who want to serve on our 24-hour hotline.  Contact Laurie Jean at LaurieJean@Ntelos.net or 434.295.7273
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  at peterl@piedmonthousing.org or Tamika.Allen@aidsservices.org
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation – Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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