CJ Weekly Alert
June 24 – June 30, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
June 27 – 29, 2008:  People United Annual Meeting at Shannon Farm in Nelson County.  This year's gathering will include a focus on immigrants' rights and immigration reform.  The weekend will include workshops on various issues as well as a chance to network.  To register, contact Jeff Winder at (434) 906-0421 or info@thepeopleunited.org 

Sign Up Your Latina Girls for the Girl Scouts!  The Girl Scouts would like to expand its membership to include Latina girls.  While all Latina girls are invited, Girl Scouts is especially interested in Latina girls in grades 2nd – 4th and is planning meetings for them from July 14 – 17, at the Church of the Incarnation, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  For more information, please contact Leontyne Peck at lpeck@gsvsc.org or 296-5156 ext 6

Employment & Volunteer Opportunities:  Bilingual Americorps Vista Position (Coordinator of Hispanic Outreach at Abundant Life); English Tutor Volunteers for Thursday Evenings (for Abundant Life); Bilingual Housing Counselor (Piedmont Housing Alliance); Bilingual Volunteer for Girl Scouts.
**********************

B - CJ LATINO PROFILE OF THE MONTH:  MARIA WILLIAMS
Every other month the CJ Community Profile features a Latino/a - from Charlottesville, Albemarle County or a nearby locality - who is engaged in initiatives that benefit the Latino community and/or enhance awareness about it. Since its beginning in April 2006, the section has recognized personalities from the media, non-profits, small businesses, and a UVA administrator and student.  Currently, we are celebrating Maria Williams. 
Maria was born in Colombia, and at the age of 10, she came to the United States where her family settled in the Washington metropolitan area. Maria graduated from the University of Maryland with a liberal arts degree focusing on dance and special education. Prior to attending college and throughout her career, Maria has worked extensively with people who have special needs. In August of 2007, Maria began her work at the Arc of the Piedmont with the Infant Development Project, a program targeting at-risk children from ages 0-3, which is funded by a Smart Beginnings grant. Maria works specifically with the Latino community in Albemarle County, where she focuses on infant development and the transition process prior to attending school, and  has been instrumental in the founding of a local playgroup for Latino children and their families. To read more about Maria, visit http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html

To read about previous Latinos/as featured in the CJ Monthly Profile, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/profile_arc.html
To suggest a Latino/a for a future profile, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
**********************

C – KUDOS FOR THE LATINAS GROUP AT BURLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL!
In February of 2008, Latina students of Burley Middle School took part in a Latina Group, a weekly discussion group geared toward Latina girls.  Laura Brown, with the Virginia Migrant Education Program and the Albemarle County ESOL program, started the group in response to feedback from parents concerned about the difficult and sometimes culture-specific issues facing Latina teens. These concerned Latino parents sought academic and emotional support for their daughters, who were exposed to many adult issues at young ages. 
In conjunction with the ESOL program at Burley Middle School, Ms. Brown started a Latina Group, which met every Thursday this past spring during study hall with extended sessions after school.   Ms. Brown hoped to achieve many objectives through this program, including the exploration of identity and self image, recognition of stressors specific to cultural identity, and the development of positive attitudes, behaviors, and self-esteem, in addition to stress management and problem-solving skills. 
To read more about this wonderful initiative, read the whole article written by CJ 2008 Summer Intern Megan Durkee at http://www.cj-network.org/cjloclatfocusedin/LatinaGroup.doc 

To learn about other Latino oriented projects in our area visit http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html To add information about your agency’s work in the Latino community, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 
**********************

D – KUDOS FOR THE SOUTHWOOD PLAYGROUP
Hilary Nagel, the manager of the Parent Education and Support program for Children Youth and Family Services (CYFS), has been involved in the establishment of playgroups in low income neighborhoods around Charlottesville, in addition to her work with the Mobile Parenting Center, a fully-equipped mobile classroom that visits neighborhoods on a regular basis with advice for parents and information about upcoming parenting classes.  With a masters in social work and over 15 years of experience working with low income families, Mrs. Nagel has developed a strong interest in the importance of early intervention in high-risk communities and the well-being of children and families as a whole.  
In January of 2008, Mrs. Nagel started a playgroup in the Southwood community, targeting Latino children from ages 0-6.  With the help of Gloria Rockhold, the Latino Outreach Coordinator for Albemarle County Schools, Mrs. Nagel has been able to design a program that prepares Latino children for school in a bilingual atmosphere that is both educational and fun.  The playgroup meets bi-weekly on Mondays and Thursdays in the Boys and Girls Club of Southwood.  On Mondays, the playgroup functions as a bilingual preschool, in which activities, such as crafts, music, and games, are centered around the theme of a book.  On Thursdays, the playgroup is open to children and their parents, who are encouraged to participate in various enrichment activities, in addition to simply playing with their children.  “The playgroup is unique because it really increases interaction between children and their parents, which is very important,” said Mrs. Nagel.  
To read more about this wonderful initiative, read the whole article written by CJ 2008 Summer Intern Megan Durkee at http://www.cj-network.org/cjsouthwood/docs_2008/SouthwoodPlayGroup-1.doc 
To learn about other Latino oriented projects in our area visit http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html To add information about your agency’s work in the Latino community, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 

To learn more about Southwood, visit http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html 
**********************

E - CJ WEBSITE – WHAT’S NEW?
The CJ online clearinghouse, updated weekly since it began operation in April 2006, exists because of the many hours of volunteer labor invested in developing, organizing, uploading, and updating its content. Since its inception, the clearinghouse has had only one webmaster, UVA student Rolando Mendez, who will be in Spain from June 24 through July 29. There will be no website updates during this period. Upon his return, Rolando will process updates accumulated during his absence and will resume weekly updates the first week of August. 
The CJ weekly bulletin, the Alert, will continue to be circulated weekly via email. All additions and changes to the clearinghouse and Alert should continue to be sent to lhemby@albemarle.org
Check out the CJ website – at www.cj-network.org -  for information about the Latino community in our area, for contacts and networking opportunities with service providers working with them, for resources to enhance your Latino referral services, for tools to raise cultural awareness about Latinos and the issues they confront, and among other things, to learn about the Creciendo Juntos network and how you can benefit from its diverse initiatives.

To add or update information on the website, contact lhemby@albemarle.org 

***********************

F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Monday, July 7, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, July 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Saturday, July 12, 2008:  Job Fair for Latinos (Richmond).  10:00am - 3:00pm at the Arthur Ashe Center, 3001 North Blvd Richmond, VA 23220.  http://feriajobfair.com  or http://www.vahcc.com 

July 16 - 19, 2008:  Volunteer At The Hispanic Youth Symposium (Richmond).  Contact: 1--800-644-4223 (toll-free) or hcf-info@hispanicfund.org   Information about the HYS is located at  http://www.hispanicyouth.org    
Sunday, July 20, 2008:  Low Cost ($10) Sports Physicals for Latinos living in Charlottesville & Albemarle County.  For more information (in Spanish), contact Ivonne López at: 434/962-1041.
Monday, July 21, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, August 5, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, August 11, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday, August 25, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Monday September 8, 2008:  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 am at SHE’s Administrative Office, 1410 Sachem Place (by Albemarle High). For more info visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html or contact lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org
Tuesday, September 9, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Wednesday, September 10, 2008: Learning from, Contributing to, and Networking with the Boys & Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Girls Scouts. 10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Tuesday, October 7, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, October 9, 2008: Immigration Raids & Latino Children.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 
Tuesday, November 11, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4 – 5 pm at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Contact:  at peterl@piedmonthousing.org or Tamika.Allen@aidsservices.org
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

