Through April 18th, 2008:  Applications are being accepted for the Albemarle County Bright Stars Preschool Program for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year.  Children must be 4 years old by September 30th 2004.  For more information, contact Charity Haines at 972-4010.  
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
TONIGHT, Tuesday, March 25, 2008:  Hispanic Culture Night at Blue Ridge Commons.  6:30 – 8 pm. Contact:   Samantha Ley at samjley@gmail.com or 970-2016. 

Wednesday, March 26, 2008:  The Art Of Political Murder:  Who Killed The Bishop.  Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=179 

Friday, March 28, 2008:  Immigration and Emigration:  Stories. Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=124
Through March 28, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for 3 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
Saturday, March 29, 2008:  How I Learned English.  Virginia Festival of the Book At 12:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=122
Saturday:  March 29, 2008:  Rosa Montero: An Afternoon With The Spanish Journalist And Novelist  Virginia Festival of the Book At 4:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=33 

Saturday, March 29, 2008: Smart Beginnings Expo with the Virginia Festival of the Book; between 10 am and Noon. For more information call 972-1702 or for flyers about the event in English and Spanish, visit http://www.unitedwaytja.org/SmartBeginnings.shtml 
Monday, March 31, 2008: Arlington Diversity Career Fair: "Promoting Diversity & Career Opportunities in the Workforce".  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
April 2008:  Blue Ridge AHEC’s Spring 2008 Bridging the Gap (BTG) and Introduction to Community Interpreting (ICI) Courses begin.  Contact Svetlana Shulgan at 540-568-3011 or shulgasx@jmu.edu, or visit www.brahec.jmu.edu
Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Tuesday, April 1, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

**********************

B – SPANISH LANGUAGE I & R SERVICES DISCONTINUED AT FOCUS

The FOCUS Women's Resource Center is no longer offering its bilingual information and referral service. If you have any questions, please contact Robin Eliason at FOCUS, reliason@focuscville.org or 293-2222, ext. 27.

Spanish language I & R services are still being provided by Martha Trujillo at United Way,  Monday thru Friday, 9 am – 4 pm, 434/972-1703.

**********************

C –  MARCH 28, 2008: BENEFIT DINNER FOR THE PEOPLE UNITED'S BORDER CROSSING ACTION
On Friday, March 28, 2008, at 7:00 pm, at the Sojourners United Church of Christ, 1017 Elliott Avenue, Charlottesville, VA (Corner of Elliott and Monticello), the Virginia pro-immigrant group People United will sponsor a benefit dinner for their Boarder Crossing Action. There will be traditional Latin American food, songs of struggle by Grupo sin Fronteras, and original art work for sale. Admission by Donation. For more information: (434) 906-0421, info@thepeopleunited.org or www.thepeopleunited.org
**********************

D – CJ’s MAY 2008 PLENARY:  ENHANCING OUTREACH TO OUR LATINO COMMUNITY

As more and more school educators, social workers and community service providers have begun working directly with Spanish-speaking families, the need for additional culturally appropriate resources, idea-sharing, networking, and collaborative initiatives has arisen. 

CJ’s February 2008 plenary was oriented to organizations working with Spanish-speaking children and parents, and focused on identifying service gaps.  During break out sessions, over 60 participants identified numerous needs that were compiled by the plenary’s facilitator, Maryfrances Porter, Commission on Children and Families.

To facilitate the follow up plenary in May that will highlight solutions, Maryfrances passed out a list of needs– gleaned from the February plenary - and asked everyone who attended the March 13th plenary to rank them according to their importance.  The results will help us focus on where we go from here.

The May plenary is scheduled on Thursday, May 8, from 10 to 11:30 am.  As always, everyone working with or interested in the area’s Latino population are welcomed.  For more information contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

For a summary of the February plenary, visit:

http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/PlenaryFeb1408.doc

For an overview of the March plenary, along with the survey and results compiled by Maryfrances, visit: http://www.cj-network.org/cjplmin/2008/PlenaryMarch1308.doc
Note:  The April plenary, “Isn’t She a Little Young”, a workshop on sexual violence and its prevention with Robert Franklin - who has worked on issues of sexual and intimate partner violence since the early 1990's when he was an advocate for a rape crisis center and coordinated a batter's intervention program at a domestic violence agency - is scheduled for Wednesday, April 16.  As always, this plenary is scheduled from 10 – 11:30 am in Room A of Albemarle County’s 5th Street office. For more information, visit:  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

**********************

E - FREE REPRODUCIBLE LANGUAGE AND EARLY LITERACY ACTIVITIES IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

Melinda Whitehurst, Parent-Infant Educator for the Infant Development Project at the Arc of the Piedmont recommends these bilingual materials developed in 2006 by Angela Notari-Syverson, Ph.D, with Judy Challoner, Kristin Rytter, Ph.D, and Rodd Hedlund, and illustrations by Don Syverson.

The development of these materials was supported by Grant H324M020084 from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs.  They include twenty home and community activities for adults and children birth to three that encourage early language and literacy development. They are appropriate for children with disabilities as well as children who are developing typically. Each of the twenty activities includes an activity description, and hints for making the activity fun and developmentally appropriate. In addition to the activities, you can download an activity checklist that helps parents and caregivers notice their children's skills, and also cue adults to examine and grow their own interactions with children. The materials are specifically designed to address the three key skills of 1) language development, 2) sounds and rhythms, and 3) general book and print awareness. 

To access these resources, visit http://www.walearning.com/Parent-Infant.html 

*********************
F - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Through April 12, 2008: Spanish Language Tax Preparation Service For Area Latinos.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1703

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Free Immigration Law Conference on the Adverse Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions.  All day, in Fairfax.  For more information and registration visit: http://www.vsb.org/docs/YLC_Immigration_2008.doc
Tuesday, April 15, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008:  Annual Richmond Hispanic Gala - A Wonderful Networking & Cultural Event!  Sponsored by the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Contact: 804 378 4099 or visit   www.thehispanicgala.com
Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary – Workshop: Isn't She A Little Young - Understanding Statutory Rape And Sexual Coercion Of Minor Teens Within The Latino Community.   Visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
Thursday, April 17, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group.  1 - 2:30 p.m. 

Location: United Way (downtown).  Contact:  rhonda@incarnationparish.org
Saturday, April 19, 2008: Home Ownership Class In Spanish.  at the office of the Piedmont Housing Alliance, on this Saturday, from 10 am – 4 p.m. To register, call 817-2436 ext 104. For a Spanish language flyer visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/VHDAApril1908.doc 
Thursday, May 8, 2008: CJ Plenary -  Increasing Our Knowledge About And Pulling Resources To Enhance Our Agency’s Outreach Efforts.  This plenary will build off of the February plenary.  All invited.  Bring your enthusiasm.  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about servic

Peter W. Loach
Deputy Director of Operations
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Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116
Cel. (434) 409-2753
Fax. (434) 817-0664
