CJ Weekly Alert

March 4 - 10, 2008
 

 

This Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
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A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about the following, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

March 5, 2008: Eleventh Annual Hispanic Law Conference At American University: Latino Perspectives On The 2008 Election.  For more information, visit http://www.wcl.american.edu/hispanic/ 
Friday, March 7, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

March 8, 2008:  Honduran Consulate In Richmond. The Honduran Consulado Movil will be held on Saturday, March 8, 2008 from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm at the Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in Richmond.  A Spanish flyer is available on the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
**********************

B – NEXT CJ PLENARY/THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2008: ROUNDTABLE:  ENHANCING OUTREACH
Every month, Creciendo Juntos organizes a plenary (event open to the public). The plenaries are typically 90 minutes long, include a speaker and related question and answer or discussion period, and end with announcements. The plenaries are an important communication and training tool, providing useful information about the Latino community and the issues they confront and about programs, events, policy, and resources related to it. 

Every three or four months, the CJ plenary is a roundtable where service providers and others take turns describing new and ongoing services being provided to area Latinos, share resources, and network. The March plenary will build off of February’s plenary, helping participants to increase their knowledge about and pull resources to enhance their agency’s outreach efforts. 

Plenaries begin at 10 am in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64). Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
**********************

C –  JUST PUBLISHED:  CHARLOTTESVILLE/ALBEMARLE LATINO HEALTH SURVEY

Between October 2007 and February 2008, a qualitative assessment was conducted through both semi-structured door-to-door interviews with eighty Southwood Latino households and four focus groups with twenty-five Latinos recruited at the Bubbles Laundromat on Carlton Road.  Additionally, six service providers, five Latinas and one Spaniard married to a Mexican, were also surveyed.  

The survey aimed to learn what the local Latino community considers as its most important health problems to assist the CJ Health Promoter Working Group design appropriate interventions to respond to them. 

The survey was made possible by the collaborative efforts of CJ members, among them, Jan Wolfe (RN, MS, Family Nurse Practitioner) and Ivonne López (Colombian doctor), both from the Rural Health Outreach Program (RHOP); Dela Alexander, Coordinator, UVA Social Issues in Medicine, and the two UVA medical students she recruited from this course, Anne Bowman and Adriana Goldberg; UVA students Daniel Coates and Rolando Méndez; service providers from Mexico (4), Colombia (1), and Spain (1); and other members of the Latino community who shared their perceptions and suggestions.  Equally important, is the contribution of Linda Hemby (sociologist) from Albemarle County Department of Social Services and CJ’s Executive Committee, who coordinated and participated in all areas of the study, from its conceptualization to the preparation of this report.

According to Peter Loach, CJ Chair, “All expressed readiness and generosity, despite their manifold commitments, to participate in the study without remuneration.  This not only reflects admirable volunteer spirit, but also the enormous possibilities of partnerships that overcome limited resources with a deep interest in a mutual cause.”

To view the report of findings, published on March 1, 2008, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjinitiatives/HealthSurvey.doc 
**********************

D – MARCH 29, 2008:  SMART BEGINNINGS EXPO

The local Smart Beginnings Initiative is sponsoring an Expo with the Virginia Festival of the Book on this Saturday between 10 am and Noon.  The event will be in the Carver Recreation Center, 223 4th Street, downtown (opposite Staples).  There will be entertainment, storytellers, prizes, and other activities.  For more information call 972-1702 or visit the SB website for flyers about the event in EngLish and Spanish:  http://www.unitedwaytja.org/SmartBeginnings.shtml  
**********************

E - MACAA NEEDS REPRESENTATION FROM CLIENTS - REFER YOUR LATINO CLIENTS
MACAA (Monticello Area Community Action Agency) needs low-income residents to join its Board of Directors.  Representatives will attend meetings on the last Tuesday of the month to help set policy and represent the needs of MACAA clients!  

If you have Latino clients who could represent this community or need more information, call Rudy Beverly at 295-3171, ext. 3026.
**********************

F - FREE CARPENTRY CLASSES AT PVCC - REFER YOUR LATINO CLIENTS
Free carpentry classes will start up on March 11 at PVCC.  For more information contact Caitilin Mohr at (434) 961-6523 o cmohr@pvcc.edu  A Spanish flyer is available on the CJ website at http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
**********************
G - LATINO COLLEGE DOLLARS – SPREAD THE WORD
The Tomás Rivera Policy Institute, “a nonprofit organization that advances informed policy on key issues affecting Latino communities through objective and timely research contributing to the betterment of the nation,” operates a website to help educators and parents help Latino children identify funds for college:  www.latinocollegedollars.org 
The website includes a sixty page scholarship directory that can be downloaded at http://www.latinocollegedollars.org/directory.htm
**********************
H - THE IMMIGRATION DEBATE:  NEW RESOURCES

The immigration debate has resulted in fear, rumors and violations of human rights. The Immigration Rights section of the CJ web page provides tools to stay informed of the debate and to help those affected by it.  Among new entries are:
Codewords of Hate.  In this 2008 video produced by the National Council of La Raza, ADL’s Stacy Burdett discusses the how some media commentators, pundits and others have fueled the scapegoating and demonizing of immigrants, and particularly Hispanics, as part of the national debate over immigration reform.  The video can be viewed at http://www.adl.org/Civil_Rights/immigration.asp This webpage belongs to the  Anti-Defamation League (ADL) which has joined the immigration dialogue. They are specifically concerned with the anti-immigrant rhetoric.  Eddy Summer, Charlottesville Immigration Law Center, suggested the video and webpage which also includes reports and other resources on immigration.

Take Action to Support Immigrant Rights.  Tim Freilich, Legal Aid Justice Center, wants people to know that they can take action on behalf of immigrants via Internet.  Go to www.justice4all.org/get_involved  and look for the tab that says "Take Action to Support Immigrants' Rights."  “Click on your favorite issue, and follow the simple instructions to send an e-mail.  A copy of your letter will be sent to the Committee or individual that has been targeted. Usually, you'll never hear back from anyone. Sometimes you'll get an automatic response, or a response from the legislator's aide. You should never be afraid to contact an elected official. Elected officials work for us, and it's our job to tell them what to do.”

Citizenship Toolkit.  Eddy Summer, Charlottesville Immigration Law Center, suggested this resource that contains videos, workbooks, flashcards, etc. for helping people learn the civics and history needed to pass the citizenship exam. It can be purchased from the Government Printing Office. In addition, USCIS is giving away a number of them for free to agencies that work with immigrants. The press release about the toolkit is http://www.uscis.gov/files/pressrelease/toolkit_20fe08.pdf  The page to sign up for a free copy is 

http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/  The page to purchase a copy is 

http://bookstore.gpo.gov/actions/GetPublication.do?stocknumber=027-002-00541

For more resources, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html 
**********************
I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

UVA Student Looking For Volunteer Opportunity.  Third-year UVA Spanish and Anthropology double-major seeks volunteer opportunities working with Latinos.  She prefers social work related experience in which she can use her Spanish.  For more information, contact Reisha R. Carter at rrc6d@virginia.edu or (804)450-0325 
Through April 12, 2008: Spanish Language Tax Preparation Service For Area Latinos.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at 972-1703

Thursday, March 13, 2008, CJ Plenary - Open Roundtable.  Contact:  Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
Through March 15, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for 4 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
Monday, March 17, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group Meeting.  9 - 10:30 am, at SARA.  Contact Lindsey Holcolmb:  lindseyh@ntelos.net
Tuesday, March 18, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

March 26, 2008:  The Art Of Political Murder:  Who Killed The Bishop.  Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=179 


March 28, 2008:  Immigration and Emigration:  Stories. Virginia Festival of the Book.  At 6:00 pm. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=124
Through March 28, 2008:  Applications being accepted for Preschool Program of the Charlottesville City Schools for 3 year-old classes for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. For more information, visit  http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/preschool.html or contact Eursaline Inge at 245-2813 or Eleanor.Barrese@ccs.k12.va.us
March 29, 2008:  How I Learned English.  Virginia Festival of the Book At 12:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=122
March 29, 2008:  Rosa Montero: An Afternoon With The Spanish Journalist And Novelist

Virginia Festival of the Book At 4:00 p.m. Event details at: http://www.vabook.org/site08/program/details.php?eventID=33 
March 29, 2008: Smart Beginnings Expo with the Virginia Festival of the Book; between 10 am and Noon. For more information call 972-1702 or for flyers about the event in English and Spanish, visit http://www.unitedwaytja.org/SmartBeginnings.shtml 
 March 31, 2008: Arlington Diversity Career Fair: "Promoting Diversity & Career Opportunities in the Workforce".  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
April 2008:  Blue Ridge AHEC’s Spring 2008 Bridging the Gap (BTG) and Introduction to Community Interpreting (ICI) Courses will begin.  Contact Svetlana Shulgan at 540-568-3011 or shulgasx@jmu.edu, or visit www.brahec.jmu.edu
Tuesday, April 1, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  4:00 – 5 at PHA.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org
Tuesday, April 1, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, April 4, 2008:  Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008:   Immigrant Solidarity Meeting.  6:30 – 8 p.m. the Parish Hall of the Church of the Incarnation (behind Toys R Us). Contact Rhonda Miska:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008:  CJ Plenary - Sexual Assault in the Latino Community: How to identify, prevent and respond. Contact Lindsey Holcolmb: lindseyh@ntelos.net
April 19, 2008: Home Ownership Class In Spanish.  at the office of the Piedmont Housing Alliance, on this Saturday, from 10 am – 4 p.m. To register, call 817-2436 ext 104. For a Spanish language flyer visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/VHDAApril1908.doc 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Weekly Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

