CJ Weekly Alert
May 6 - 12, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 
***********************

THIS THURSDAY:  CJ Plenary:  Working With Latino Families: Concrete Solutions, Best Practices And Tackling Gaps In Your Organization’s Efforts To Successfully Respond To Them.  This plenary on Thursday, May 8, from 10 – 11:30 am, at the County Office Building on 5th Street Extd, will look at solutions to improve outreach.  Participants will join one of five small groups to present and discuss best practices, concrete solutions, and remaining gaps and how to fill them.  Each group will focus on one of the top five outreach challenges identified by participants in the February Plenary:  difficulty establishing trust with Latino community; lack of adequate and affordable translation/interpretation services; difficulty in educating Latino community on service availability; lack of basic Spanish-speaking services; and lack of training for service providers including language, culture, etc. The results will be reported back to the plenary for comment.  As always, there is no charge and the public is welcomed.    Contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
***********************
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**********************

A – THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about this and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or write/call the contact.
Thursday, May 8, 2008:  Encuentro Latino II.  From 10:30 to 4:00 at the VCU Student Commons, with a reception following at the Scott House from 4:00-6:00 pm. Details at: http://www.has.vcu.edu/wld/encuentrolatino/index.html.  Contact:  Virginia Casanova, 804/827-3429.  

Saturday, May 10, 2008:  Cville Festival of Cultures.  10am to 4pm in Lee Park, (on Market Street, next to the public library, downtown Charlottesville). http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures/
**********************

B - LOW COST SPORTS PHYSICALS FOR LATINOS

The Blue Ridge Medicaid Center, through its Latino Outreach Program, will be using its mobile clinic to provide low cost sports physicals to Latinos living in Charlottesville and Albemarle.  The physicals, costing $10, will be offered on Sunday, June 22 and Sunday, July 20.  

For more information (in Spanish), contact Ivonne López at:  434/962-1041.

*********************
C - PART-TIME POSITION SOUGHT:  TRANSLATOR/INTERPRETER (ENGLISH-SPANISH)

Elizabeth Norfrey is seeking part-time employment as a translator/interpreter.  She also has many years of experience working in churches and would like to assist with Christian ministries. 

Elizabeth has a Bachelor's degree in Spanish and spent a year in Spain. She worked in international business in New York City prior to becoming a church musician and has worked as a freelance interpreter, Spanish teacher and tutor in the Providence, RI area prior to moving to Charlottesville in 2006. 

If you would like more information on Elizabeth, contact her at 806-1129 or davidneliz@juno.com.

*********************
D - NEW CENSUS FIGURES:  LATINO POPULATION CONTINUES TO GROW

Newly released figures from the U.S. Census Bureau show that the nation's Latino population grew by 1.4 million in 2007 to reach 45.5 million people, or 15.1% of the total U.S. population of 301.6 million. Blacks ranked as the second-largest minority group, at 40.7 million.  For more information about the latest Census statistics:

Census Press Release (English):

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/011910.html
Census Press Release (Spanish):

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/011917.html
“Hispanics, the nation's largest and fastest-growing minority group, now account for about one in four children younger than 5 in the United States.  … In Virginia … Hispanics account for 11 percent of children younger than 5.”  For more information, visit a Washington Post article:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/30/AR2008043003397.html?hpid=moreheadlines 
For local and state demographic data, visit http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html 

Sixty percent of Hispanics living in Virginia are U.S. citizens, with the majority being U.S.-born, and 13 percent naturalized. Adult Hispanic citizens surpass Virginians overall in both educational attainment and household income.

The remaining 40 percent of Virginia's Hispanics are non-citizen immigrants. They are, in general, less educated, poorer and more likely to lack health insurance than the population overall.

- Weldon Cooper Study (February 2008)

*********************
E – UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Thursday, May 15, 2008:  Latino Perspectives on Health.  A CJ/United Way cultural sensitivity workshop with Colombian doctor Ivonne López, Rural Health Outreach Program, and Jerry Brooks, UVA International Clinic, at United Way, 3 – 5:30 pm.  Contact Martha Trujillo at  972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org  
Thursday, June 5, 2008:  CJ Community Services Working Group.  1 – 2:30 at United Way (downtown). Everyone is welcomed!  Contact:  rmm@incarnationparish.org 

Friday, June 6, 2008:   Lunch in Spanish at United Way with native speakers, folks learning Spanish and others who just want to practice it.  Noon, every 1st Friday.  Contact:  Martha Trujillo at mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org 

Thursday, June 12, 2008:  Latino Perspectives on Government.  A CJ/United Way cultural sensitivity workshop with Tim Freilich and Christianne Queiroz, both from Legal Aid Justice Center, at United Way, 3 – 5:30 pm.  Contact Martha Trujillo at  972-1701 or mtrujillo@UnitedWayTJA.org  
July 16-19, 2008:  Volunteer At The Hispanic Youth Symposium (Richmond).  Contact: 1--800-644-4223 (toll-free) or hcf-info@hispanicfund.org   Information about the HYS is located at  http://www.hispanicyouth.org    

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).
***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

