CJ Weekly Alert
Nov 11 - 17, 2008

 
 
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 
 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 

***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

 

Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  9 am at SHE.  Contact:  lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org 

Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008:  CJ-ASG HIV/AIDS Training.  See below for details. 

 

**********************

 
B – THIS WEEK / THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13:  CJ-ASG HIV/AIDS TRAINING
 
Rates of HIV and sexually transmitted infections especially, have been rising steadily in Charlottesville and the surrounding counties. The problem affects men, women and children.

 

The AIDS/HIV Services Group in Charlottesville is trying to do its part to help the Latino community be as informed as possible concerning these issues. Towards that end, the ASG will provide this workshop for service providers that work in the Latino community. At the end of the training participants will receive a certificate of completion and will be better able to help their clients understand HIV treatment and prevention.

 

Workshop facilitator Carlos Velázquez, Co-chair of the DC Metropolitan Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS, has extensive experience in the U.S. and internationally in HIV/AIDS related technical assistance, advocacy, policy, and trainer. Among many other accomplishments, he has produced a documentary film chronicling the Latino response to the HIV epidemic in the US and developed, tested, and implemented a social marketing campaign in Australia on primary prevention for HIV. 

 

Registration, coffee & donuts for the training will begin at the door at 9:30 am.  
This CJ-ASG workshop is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A  
For more information visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html or contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org 
 ***********************

 
C – RECRUITING BILINGUAL CUSTOMER SERVICE AGENTS
 I am working on a requisition for a couple of top notch, bilingual (Spanish speaking) customer service agents. The position is part time, from 4pm-8pm Monday through Friday. It has the potential to last 6 months or longer, depending on performance. The position does not require any previous customer service experience, just a proven record of great attendance and punctuality from a candidate's job history. It also requires a clean background.
 If you are interested or know someone who is, please contact Jeri Maynard, Recruiter Charlottesville Market, Venturi Staffing Partners, Office:  434.975.5700 ext 12 or jmaynard@venturipartners.com 
***********************

 
D - CHANGES AT IRC
The International Rescue Committee is an important local resource for interpreters of many diverse languages.

For the past year, Sarah Burke has been coordinating requests for IRC interpreters, via AmeriCorps VISTA, and her assignment will end on November 25.   

 

The new AmeriCorps VISTA person, Neil Rodrigo-Kelley, will begin her position on Monday, November 10.

All requests for interpreter services should be directed to:  434-979-7772 (T) or 434-979-8161 (F)
Creciendo Juntos congratulates Sarah for a job well done and wishes her the best in the future, with the hope that Cville will not lose her since she is such a valuable asset. 
 
***********************

 
E - NEW POLICE LIAISON WITH SOUTHWOOD
Lt. James Bond of the ACPD has been designated as the liaison with the Southwood community.  He has been active in promoting the Neighborhood Watch there and has made conscientious efforts to explain policing in Albemarle County to residents. 

Creciendo Juntos strongly recommends that service providers encourage their Southwood Clients, both Latinos and non-Latinos, to participate in the Neighborhood Watch meetings and to contact Lt. Bond with their ideas and concerns:  BondJ@albemarle.org
For more information on Southwood, visit http://www.cj-network.org/southwood.html 

Save the date:  CJ’s December plenary, Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am.  For details visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html
***********************

F - LATINO VOTES SIGNIFICANT IN OBAMA VICTORY

Record turnout among Hispanic voters helped push Barack Obama over the
top in an election that signals the emerging political clout of the
nation's fastest-growing demographic group.

About 10 million Hispanics cast a ballot, up from 7.8 million in the
2004 presidential contest, accounting for 8% of the national voting
public, exit polls show. Latinos voted for Sen. Obama over Sen. John
McCain nationally by 66% to 32%, marking a dramatic shift toward
Democrats from 2004, when more than 50% supported Sen. John Kerry and
40% voted for President Bush.

More important, this election shattered the perception that Latino
voters only have a powerful impact in their traditional stronghold of
the Southwest. While Latinos were key to Sen. Obama's victories in both
Nevada and New Mexico, where he lost the non-Hispanic white vote, their
support also was crucial in hotly contested states such as Virginia and
Pennsylvania, where Latinos now represent about 5% of the voting
population. In Florida, this election marked the first time that a
Democratic presidential candidate won a majority of the Latino vote.
For more information visit:

http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=98
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/07/us/politics/07latino.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/mcclatchy/20081108/pl_mcclatchy/3095281_1 
***********************

G -  NOVEMBER 20 - 22, 2008:  NATIONAL FARMWORKER LAW CONFERENCE IN D.C.

The National Farmworker Law Conference will afford farmworker advocates the opportunity to obtain solid and intensive training on issues that are of critical importance to the representation of migrant and seasonal farmworkers. 
Participants in the training will:  Attend a wide variety of well-planned sessions led or facilitated by some of the most experienced farmworker advocates in the United States; Share ideas with other migrant advocates from around the country, both in the workshop sessions and in informal settings; Hear and learn from national experts from outside the farmworker advocacy community on topics of importance to farmworker representation; Enjoy rewarding and productive networking opportunities, including a Friday night reception for all conference participants; New Advocate Training - Tuesday, November 18th - Wednesday, November  19th * Marriott Wardman Park Hotel * Washington, DC.  The New Advocate Training will cover the APWA, the FLSA, joint employment, safety and healthy issues, H-2A workers, LSC regulations, outreach, retaliation, and sexual harassment--all in two days. 
For more information,  contact Virginia Ruiz at Farmworker Justice, (202) 293-5420; vruiz@farmworkerjustice.org   or Hillary Evans, (202) 452-0620, ext 219; h.evans@nlada.org or visit http://www.nladaregistration.org/content/2008-farmworker-law-conference
***********************

 
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
November 20 - 22, 2008:  National Farmworker Law Conference in Washington, D.C. http://www.nladaregistration.org/content/2008-farmworker-law-conference
Friday, December 5, 2008:  Latinos in Virginia – Understanding and Working Together with Our New Neighbors.  All day event in Richmond to include presentations and work group sessions.  Armed with recent academic studies of Virginia’s surging Latino population, along with information from focus group discussions with local immigrant families and an historic door-to-door survey of Latino homes conducted by student Red Cross volunteers, all conference participants will be invited to contribute their ideas in the crafting of blueprints for a variety of projects across the state that will help unify existing resources in different localities and better coordinate local education efforts and outreach programs in the months and years ahead.  For more information http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html To register:  http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?key=p_-mMRRuncSnPUC0Ln5qqeA
Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

 

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

 

 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2008 & 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

 

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

 

