CJ Weekly Alert
Nov 18 - 24, 2008

 
 
The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 
 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
 

***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
 
For more information about these and other announcements, visit 

http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008:  Governor´s Commission on Immigration Meets in Richmond See below for details.  

Friday, November 21, 2008:  Monticello District’s Cub Scout Holiday Open House. See below for details.  
Thursday thru Saturday, November 20 - 22, 2008:  National Farmworker Law Conference in Washington, D.C. See below for details.
 

**********************

 
B – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2008:  Governor’s Commission on Immigration meets in richmond 

 

The Governor’s Commission on Immigration will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 1:00 p.m. in House Room 3 of the Virginia State Capitol.  During this meeting, the Commission will review its findings over the past year to develop final recommendations.  The meeting is open to the public; however, there will be no public comment session.   

  

The Commission, chaired by Senator John Watkins (R-Powhatan), is charged with studying, reporting, and making recommendations to address the costs and benefits of immigration on Virginia, including the impact on education, health care, law enforcement, local demands for services and the economy, and the effect on the Commonwealth of federal immigration and funding policies.  
For more information, contact Matt Gross at (804) 726-7087, or matt.gross@dss.virginia.gov or visit http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives/ImmigrationCommission/
 ***********************

 
C – Friday, November 21, 2008:  Monticello District’s Cub Scout Holiday Open House

The Monticello District of the Boy Scouts is holding an open house to introduce parents and youth to the Cub Scout program.  This event is for any new scouts recruited this year, or any boy aged 6-10 interested in Scouting activities.

Space is limited, so please pre-register by contacting Jackie Newton (434) 996-7614 or Jackie@ShortInsuranceLtd.com. Cost is $3.00* and covers the youth and his parent, a special patch, hot dogs, Cub crafts, games and more! Bring a non-scout friend/parent with you and both of you participate for only $2!!!  Register with BSA and pay $10 annual membership fee and the event fee is waived! Time:  4:00 – 8:00pm  Location:  Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1500 Rio Rd. East -Near the Fashion Square Mall  Flyers in English and Spanish are located at: http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

***********************

 
D – THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 - 22, 2008:  NATIONAL FARMWORKER LAW CONFERENCE IN D.C.

The National Farmworker Law Conference will afford farmworker advocates the opportunity to obtain solid and intensive training on issues that are of critical importance to the representation of migrant and seasonal farmworkers. 
Participants in the training will:  Attend a wide variety of well-planned sessions led or facilitated by some of the most experienced farmworker advocates in the United States; Share ideas with other migrant advocates from around the country, both in the workshop sessions and in informal settings; Hear and learn from national experts from outside the farmworker advocacy community on topics of importance to farmworker representation; Enjoy rewarding and productive networking opportunities, including a Friday night reception for all conference participants; New Advocate Training - Tuesday, November 18th - Wednesday, November  19th * Marriott Wardman Park Hotel * Washington, DC.  The New Advocate Training will cover the APWA, the FLSA, joint employment, safety and healthy issues, H-2A workers, LSC regulations, outreach, retaliation, and sexual harassment--all in two days. 
For more information,  contact Virginia Ruiz at Farmworker Justice, (202) 293-5420; vruiz@farmworkerjustice.org   or Hillary Evans, (202) 452-0620, ext 219; h.evans@nlada.org or visit http://www.nladaregistration.org/content/2008-farmworker-law-conference
 
***********************

E -  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008: PRESENTATION - POLICE EXPERIENCES & PERCEPTIONS OF THE LATINO COMMUNITY IN ALBEMARLE COUNTY 

Most Latinos are fearful of the police because of negative experiences with corrupt and violent police forces in their home countries and because of the growing anti-immigrant sentiment in the U.S. For similar reasons, many service providers and other citizens hesitate to contact the police or provide important information relating to undocumented Latinos. This mindset makes it difficult for law enforcement agencies to curb and solve crimes against Latinos, especially if they are undocumented.

Albemarle County Police Department understands and is concerned about this problem, and like police departments in other areas of the country, is exploring ways to improve its relationship with the Latino community and gain its trust. Towards this end, ACPD Sergeant Todd Hopwood, who has worked with the department since 1991 and whose grandfather was from Puerto Rico, will share his experiences and perceptions of the local Latino population and welcome feedback for ideas on how to bring the ACPD and Latinos together.

Registration will begin at the door at 9:45 am. This presentation is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A (Interstate 64, Exit 120, or from the downtown COB, take McIntyre for 4 miles - the street changes names several times -, the 5th Street Office is ½ mile from Interstate 64, on the left. From UVA, the 5 th Street COB is 5 minutes from the stadium via JPA and Old Lynchburg Road (across the street from College Park Apartments). For more information about this plenary, contact Linda Hemby at lhemby@albemarle.org For a flyer, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjcomm_ann/docs_2008/FlyerDecemberPlenary.doc 
***********************

F - USALearns.org - Free Web Site Launched to Help Immigrants Learn English


The U.S. Department of Education today launched U.S.A. Learns, a free Web site to help immigrants learn English. The Web site, which is located at www.USALearns.org, provides approximately 11 million adults who have low levels of English proficiency with easily accessible and free English language training.  
A flyer in English is located at: 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/AdultEd/factsh/usa-learns-fs_0811.pdf
A Spanish language article that can be used as a Spanish flyer is at:  http://www.elpasotimes.com/spanish/ci_10928752 
Many thanks to immigration lawyer Eddie Summers for this resource.
***********************

G – FUNDING TO PROMOTE IMMIGRATION INTEGRATION

The E Pluribus Unum Prizes are a national awards program that will provide
four $50,000 prizes annually to exceptional initiatives that promote
immigrant integration.

The awards recognize outstanding immigrant integration initiatives of all
types, whether led by nonprofit or community organizations, businesses,
public agencies, religious groups, or individuals.

We define immigrant integration as the two-way process by which immigrants
and their children come to feel - and be - Americans and by which American
identity and culture expand to reflect each new generation of immigrants.

Information and application details are available here:
http://www.migrationinformation.org/integrationawards/.
Many thanks to immigration lawyer Eddie Summers for this resource.
***********************

 
H - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
 
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
Friday, December 5, 2008:  Latinos in Virginia – Understanding and Working Together with Our New Neighbors.  All day event in Richmond to include presentations and work group sessions.  Armed with recent academic studies of Virginia’s surging Latino population, along with information from focus group discussions with local immigrant families and an historic door-to-door survey of Latino homes conducted by student Red Cross volunteers, all conference participants will be invited to contribute their ideas in the crafting of blueprints for a variety of projects across the state that will help unify existing resources in different localities and better coordinate local education efforts and outreach programs in the months and years ahead.  For more information http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html To register:  http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?key=p_-mMRRuncSnPUC0Ln5qqeA
Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 
Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

 

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

 

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

 

 
NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2008 & 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************

This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

 

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

 

 

 

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
111 Monticello Avenue, Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

Tel. (434) 817-2436 x116

Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

 
