CJ Weekly Alert
Nov 4 - 10, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Saturday:  November 8, 2008:  Para Ti, Mujer - For You, Woman.  Casa del Padre is hosting its first ever bilingual women's conference to provide practical and spiritual teachings that will challenge women to a new successful level in their lives and a venue for women that own or represent a business, ministry or organization where they can exhibit it.  Contact:  Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com 
Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Work Group.  9 am at SHE.  Contact:  lholcomb@sexualassaultresources.org 
**********************

B - UPDATE:  THIS YEAR’S CJ HELP FAIR - ANOTHER SUCCESS
Martha Trujillo coordinated this year’s CJ Latino Help Fair which was planned to be held in the parking lot of the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School.  The unexpected pouring rain was not an impediment.  Rich Hubbard, the Spanish ministry’s pastor, along with members of his church, pitched in to set up the fair inside the church.  
Eloisa, from Fluvanna County, was the first to arrive, a few minutes before 2 pm, and almost 200 other Latinos, mostly from the greater Charlottesville area, visited the fair before it ended at 5 pm. 
Eighteen agencies and organizations operated information tables with bilingual materials and staff.  Those who didn’t have a bilingual worker were assigned a volunteer interpreter.  
The atmosphere was relaxed and fun; lively music played in the background as Latinos enjoyed  food, engaged service providers, completed applications, and collected helpful flyers and brochures.
The fair was sponsored by State Farm, VHDA, and UVA Cancer Center.  With their support, the Help Fair was able to provide beans, rice, tortillas, fruit, drinks and cookies, as well as 13 car seats, 19 boosters, 30 fire extinguishers, and 42 smoke detectors.  Additionally, the church donated 10 grocery bags, full of goodies.  
Martha enthusiastically remarked after the Help Fair, “I want to express my appreciation to all the agencies and businesses who participated; without them, this kind of event would not be possible.”  
Yes, everyone who participated or supported the event should feel proud.  
And once again, CJ is proud to have Martha as a member of our Executive Committee.  Martha is a busy woman.  Not only does she provide information and referral services (972-1703) to Latinos for United Way, Martha is also an active member of CJ’s Executive Committee and has served on many CJ working groups in addition to other activities.  Up until recently, she helped lead a Latino Strengthening Families group at the Region Ten Community Services Board, and before joining United Way, Martha  was a long-time volunteer at Greer Elementary School.  Among other commitments, Martha is a mother and wife and is also taking classes in psychology.  
- Linda Hemby, Member, CJ Executive Committee
***********************
C – WHERE’S RHONDA?

Almost three weeks ago, Rhonda Miska left her job at Incarnation Church to work with the Perriello campaign.  After working so intensely in diverse initiatives on behalf of Latinos in her role  as Social Justice Minister and community activist , Rhonda felt the best thing she could do for the Latino community at this time would be working for Tom Perriello who has “practical and humane approaches” to dealing with immigration problems.  Perriello is running for a 5th District seat against Virgil Goode.

Rhonda has also accepted a position as community organizer for Innisfree, beginning in December.  She will be moving to its community in Crozet but will continue her many activities here in Charlottesville, including with IMPACT and People United (against the Farmville Detention Center for immigrants).

Rhonda can be reached at rhondacville@gmail.com 
***********************
D - AN EXAMPLE TO EMULATE:  KUDOS FOR ALBEMARLE SOCIAL SERVICES
Since its first meeting in May 2005, CJ has encouraged service providers who attend or coordinate its activities to share what they learn – knowledge, resources, contacts, strategies – with others at their agencies and also, to promote awareness about our local Latino population.

Relating to this, one of the many resources on the CJ online clearinghouse – www.cj-network.org – is an announcement in the Community Resources section about Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15) and an invitation to contact CJ for ideas and resources.  

This year Albemarle Social Services decided to organize activities to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month and did so through a working group.  CJ Executive Committee member and ACDSS representative Linda Hemby attended the group’s first meeting and made many suggestions, referring the group to the CJ website and Executive Committee.
Among its activities, the group provided two brown bag presentations led by two other CJ Executive Committee members:  Cultural Sensitivity with Dilcia Colindres, and Latinos and Government with Peter Loach. 
Its last event, a “Hispanic Heritage Celebration,” held on 10/29/08, featured food from Latino restaurants and a presentation from ACDSS Bright Stars Family Coordinators about the work they have done with the Latino Mom's Club in coordination with CJ members, Word of Faith Church, Arc of the Piedmont Infant Development Program, and Albemarle Schools.  There was a raffle during the event that collected $50; this money has been donated to CJ.  
Congratulations to ACDSS for its interest in the Latino community and support of CJ’s work!
***********************
E - SPANISH LANGUAGE SERVICES

Antonio Diaz provides translations and proofreading, from letters to policy handbooks, tutoring in Spanish and interpreter services.  He has been teaching all levels of Spanish for more than 20 years and has taught in Venezuela as well as in the United States and locally.  He has worked both for public and private institutions and has led numerous foreign language immersion trips to Mexico, Costa Rica, Peru, Chile and Spain.  He also volunteers in the community.
If you’d like to explore getting help from Antonio, write him at  adiaz@tandemfs.org  Also, visit his website at  www.spanishinvirginia.com
***********************
F - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2008:  CJ-ASG HIV/AIDS TRAINING
Rates of HIV and sexually transmitted infections especially, have been rising steadily in Charlottesville and the surrounding counties. The problem affects men, women and children.

The AIDS/HIV Services Group in Charlottesville is trying to do its part to help the Latino community be as informed as possible concerning these issues. Towards that end, the ASG will provide this workshop for service providers that work in the Latino community. At the end of the training participants will receive a certificate of completion and will be better able to help their clients understand HIV treatment and prevention.

Workshop facilitator Carlos Velázquez, Co-chair of the DC Metropolitan Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS, has extensive experience in the U.S. and internationally in HIV/AIDS related technical assistance, advocacy, policy, and trainer. Among many other accomplishments, he has produced a documentary film chronicling the Latino response to the HIV epidemic in the US and developed, tested, and implemented a social marketing campaign in Australia on primary prevention for HIV. 
Registration, coffee & donuts for the training will begin at the door at 9:30 am.  This CJ-ASG workshop is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A  For more information visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
***********************
G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2008 & 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations

Piedmont Housing Alliance
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Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
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Cel. (434) 409-2753

Fax. (434) 817-0664

