CJ Weekly Alert
October 14 - 20, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Wednesday, October 15, 2008:  Spain on Main Fall Spanish Classes Begin – Enroll Now! 

Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, October 18, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Monday, October 20, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
                      

**********************

B – MEET INGRID RAMOS
Among CJ’s many tasks is introducing members of the local Latino population, some of whom are services providers and valuable resources to everyone working with Latinos.  One way CJ does this is through the Community Profile of the Month.  
We are presently featuring Ingrid Ramos, from the Dominican Republic, who is available as a family therapist at the Charlottesville League of Therapists where she works with Latino individuals, couples and families.  Enjoy her biographical sketch and photograph at:  http://www.cj-network.org/latinos_area.html#profile 
For previous profiles, visit http://www.cj-network.org/cjlatarea/profile_arc.html 
  
***********************
C - SERVICE PROVIDERS WHO WORK WITH LATINOS:  VOLUNTEER 15 MINUTES TO COMPLETE A SURVEY

Miranda Burnett, a Charlottesville student with FSU's distance learning Library Science Program, needs your help in identifying the needs of the Spanish-speaking community.  

The goal is to find ways to increase the number of Spanish speaking customers that use the information resources in libraries.  Miranda would like to learn more about the needs and problems of the Spanish-speaking community in Charlottesville and how they might be solved.  She is conducting interviews, either in person or by email, with service providers who work with Latinos as a part of a course assignment.  To participate in this worthwhile effort, contact Miranda at 973-6522 or amburnettfamily@yahoo.com
***********************
D – UPDATE:  CJ’S PANEL LAST WEEK ON IMMIGRATION DETENTIONS AND LATINO CHILDREN

Ninety-eight persons attended CJ’s October plenary on October 9, 2008.  They included: 

* ESL, guidance counselors, and other school staff from Charlottesville, Albemarle and Harrisonburg; 

* social services workers (foster care, family support, Bright Stars, and Benefits); 

* CHIP family support workers; 

* the two pastors from Word of Faith Church, a youth ministry representative from the First United Methodist Church, and the Latino pastor from Incarnation and members of its prison and social justice ministries; 
* UVA Hospital and the Cville Free Clinic;
* and numerous service providers from community groups working with the greater Charlottesville Latino population who regularly attend CJ activities.

Also in attendance were reporters from Cville and NBC29.   Indeed, “Group Urges Latino Immigrants to Prepare”, is a NBC29 media report about the CJ October 2008 panel.  Watch the two minute video or read its transcript at http://www.nbc29.com/Global/story.asp?S=9153559&nav=menu496_2_3
Feedback about the presentations was all positive.  Most enthusiastically praised the event for being so informative about immigration detentions and the local reality, their impact on Latino children, and ways undocumented parents need to prepare for their possible deportation.  They used words such as “powerful”, “moving”, and “eye opening” to describe the 14 minute video testimony of two groups of Latino children, one who accompanied their deported parents back to Mexico and the other who stayed in the US after their parents were deported.  The entire 30 minute video, “I’m American, You’re Not”, is now available to borrow through the CJ video library (contact:  peterl@piedmonthousing.org) 

One of the panelists, Michael Garcia, a local bilingual/bicultural therapist who works with Latinos, elaborated on the psychological stress suffered by these children and other Latino children who live in fear that their parents will be deported.  Courtney Stewart from Albemarle Schools spoke of the need for a method to report, compile and share information on deportations affecting area children, so that there is more reliable information and coordination and less rumors.  Linda Hemby and attorney Eddie Summers urged everyone who works with Latinos to stress the importance of preparing for a possible deportation in an effort to help their children avoid traumatic experiences.  Towards this effort, Eddie is working with Legal Aid Justice Center to develop legal documents (power or attorney and guardianship) and a checklist of preparations., and CJ is expanding the resources in the Immigration Rights section of its website – 

http://www.cj-network.org/cjimmrights/know_your_rights.html - to include these and other related tools such as a directory of detention centers, a list of local immigration lawyers, local Spanish speaking mental health resources, and contacts at Albemarle and Cville public schools.
***********************
E - OCTOBER 23, 2008:  IMMIGRATION:  MORE THAN A BORDERLINE ISSUE

This event, sponsored by Legal Aid Justice Center, to celebrate its 10 anniversary, will include a public screening of the film 9500Liberty, about Prince William County, Virginia, and its controversial reaction to immigration.  
Following the screening, there will be a panel discussion on the impact of that county’s actions and immigrant advocacy.  John Grisham will facilitate the event at the Paramount Theatre on Thursday, October 23, 2008, starting at 7:00 pm.  Tickets are on sale at the Paramount:  $25 ($15 for students).

***********************
F - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2008:  CJ ANNUAL HELP FAIR
The Help Fair will be held  from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  

The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, mentoring, and legal and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate, and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

***********************
G - COMING IN NOVEMBER 2008:  PARA TI, MUJER FIRST EVER WOMEN'S CONFERENCE! 

This first of its kind gathering will be bilingual and women with businesses or ministries will be able to operate information and display tables.  This will be a conference like no other ever offered in our area!  All of us will be inspired and encouraged by it and launched into a new level of excellence!   There will be a registration fee and a delicious lunch will be served.  More details to come.  Any questions?  Call Pastora Hazael at 434-989-2508 or write hazaelgaray@gmail.com
***********************
H - CJ-ASG HIV/AIDS TRAINING IN NOVEMBER!
Rates of HIV and sexually transmitted infections especially, have been rising steadily in Charlottesville and the surrounding counties. The AIDS/HIV Services Group in Charlottesville is trying to do its part to help the Latino community be as informed as possible concerning these issues. Towards that end, the ASG will provide this workshop for service providers that work in the Latino community. At the end of the training participants will receive a certificate of completion and will be better able to help their clients understand HIV treatment and prevention.

Workshop facilitator Carlos Velázquez is Co-chair of the DC Metropolitan Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS. Carlos has been in the health communications and policy field for 18 years,  providing technical assistance and capacity building services to a large network of Latino-serving agencies and health departments throughout the US and abroad and has presented at numerous conferences. Among many other accomplishments, he has produced a documentary film chronicling the Latino response to the HIV epidemic in the US and developed, tested, and implemented a social marketing campaign in Australia on primary prevention for HIV. 
Registration, coffee & donuts for the training will begin at the door at 9:45 am.  This CJ-ASG workshop is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A (Interstate 64, Exit 120, or from the downtown COB, take McIntyre for 4 miles - the street changes names several times -, the 5th Street Office is ½ mile from Interstate 64, on the left. From UVA, the 5th Street COB is 5 minutes from the stadium via JPA and Old Lynchburg Road, across the street from College Park apartments). For more information about this plenary write peterl@piedmonthousing.org  
***********************
I - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  CJ Annual Help Fair, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate,  and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Monday, October 27, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group meeting.  9 am at the office of SHE.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net 
Tuesday, October 30 – Thursday, November 2, 2008:  Virginia Film Festival to Focus on “Aliens”.  http://www.vafilm.com 
Saturday, November 1, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, November 8, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations
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