CJ Weekly Alert
October 28 – Nov 3, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit 
http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Monday, October 27, 2008:  CJ Health Promoter Working Group meeting.  9 am at the office of SHE.  Contact:  lindseyh@ntelos.net 

Tuesday, October 30 – Thursday, November 2, 2008:  Virginia Film Festival to Focus on “Aliens”, including Latinos.  http://www.vafilm.com 
Saturday, November 1, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
**********************

B - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2008:  CJ-ASG HIV/AIDS TRAINING
Rates of HIV and sexually transmitted infections especially, have been rising steadily in Charlottesville and the surrounding counties. The problem affects men, women and children.

The AIDS/HIV Services Group in Charlottesville is trying to do its part to help the Latino community be as informed as possible concerning these issues. Towards that end, the ASG will provide this workshop for service providers that work in the Latino community. At the end of the training participants will receive a certificate of completion and will be better able to help their clients understand HIV treatment and prevention.

Workshop facilitator Carlos Velázquez, Co-chair of the DC Metropolitan Latino Commission on HIV/AIDS, has extensive experience in the U.S. and internationally in HIV/AIDS related technical assistance, advocacy, policy, and trainer. Among many other accomplishments, he has produced a documentary film chronicling the Latino response to the HIV epidemic in the US and developed, tested, and implemented a social marketing campaign in Australia on primary prevention for HIV. 
Registration, coffee & donuts for the training will begin at the door at 9:30 am.  This CJ-ASG workshop is free, open to the public, and in English (interpreters are available to translate into Spanish or English). Time: 10 am – 11:30 am, Place: Albemarle County Office Building (COB), 1600 5th Street Extended, Meeting Room A  For more information visit  http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 
***********************
C – NEW STUDIES:  SUGGEST MORE ALZHEIMER'S RISK FOR HISPANICS
Studies suggest that many Hispanics may have more risk factors for developing dementia than other groups, and a significant number appear to be getting Alzheimer's earlier. And surveys indicate that Latinos, less likely to see doctors because of financial and language barriers, more often mistake dementia symptoms for normal aging, delaying diagnosis.

It is not that Hispanics are more genetically predisposed to Alzheimer's, say experts, who say the diversity of ethnicities that make up Hispanics or Latinos make a genetic explanation unlikely.

Rather, experts say several factors, many linked to low income or cultural dislocation, may put Hispanics at greater risk for dementia, including higher rates of diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular disease, stroke and possibly hypertension.

Less education may make Hispanic immigrants more vulnerable to those medical conditions and to dementia because scientists say education may increase the brain's plasticity or ability to compensate for symptoms. And some researchers cite as risk factors stress from financial hardship or cultural adjustment.

The Alzheimer's Association says that about 200,000 Latinos in the United States have Alzheimer's, but that, by 2050, based on Census Bureau figures and a study of Alzheimer's prevalence, the number could reach 1.3 million. (It predicts that the general population of Alzheimer's patients will grow to 16 million by 2050, from 5 million now.)  Read this entire  October 22, 2008 report at http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/10/22/america/21alzheimers.php

***********************
D – NEW STUDIES:  NATIONAL LATINO DEMOGRAPHICS

Hispanics account for more than half of US population growth (October 2008). Even though Hispanics are listed as only 15.1 percent of the population in the United States, a Pew Hispanic Center study released on October 24, 2008 shows that between 2000 and 2007, Hispanics accounted for just over 50 percent of the total growth in U.S. population. Statistics in the analysis, "Latino Settlement in the New Century," are presented both as total numbers and as percentages. It contains a series of Web-based interactive maps that illustrate the size and spread of Hispanic population growth since 1980, including easy access to detailed state and county-level data. It also displays a list of the counties with the largest Hispanic populations, as well as a directory of those counties with the fastest-growing Hispanic populations.  Since 2000, Virginia and Georgia also contain eight of the 10 counties with the highest percentage growth in the Hispanic population.  To read the entire report, visit http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=96
Trends in Unauthorized Immigration: Undocumented Inflow Now Trails Legal Inflow  (October 2008).  There were 11.9 million unauthorized immigrants living in the United States in March 2008, according to new Pew Hispanic Center estimates. The size of the unauthorized population appears to have declined since 2007, but this finding is inconclusive because of the margin of error in these estimates. However, it is clear from the estimates that the unauthorized immigrant population grew more slowly in the period from 2005 to 2008 than it did earlier in the decade.It also is clear that from 2005 to 2008, the inflow of immigrants who are undocumented fell below that of immigrants who are legal permanent residents. That reverses a trend that began a decade ago. The turnaround appears to have occurred in 2007. Read the Pew Hispanic Center report at http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=94
***********************
E - TOP FIVE IMMIGRATION MYTHS OF THE CAMPAIGN SEASON:  ENDING THE IMMIGRATION SPIN - JUST THE FACTS
The Top Five Immigration Myths of the Campaign Season:  Ending the Immigration Spin - Just the Facts by the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) rebuts the most common immigration myths by drawing from a range of sources including work from the University of California; the Pew Hispanic Center; the White House Council of Economic Advisors; the Congressional Research Service; the Russell Sage Foundation; and the Federal Reserve Bank.  Myths include:  #1: Enforcement-only policies are a practical solution to the problem of undocumented immigration. #2: Immigrant workers suppress the wages of American workers. #3: The nation spends billions of dollars on welfare for undocumented immigrants. #4: Undocumented immigrants are more likely to commit crimes than are native-born citizens. #5: Immigrants don't "assimilate" into U.S. society.

http://www.aila.net/content/default.aspx?doc 

U.S. Latinos Slammed by Immigration Debate Gone Ugly.  A new National Survey of Latinos by the Pew Hispanic Center reveals disturbing new evidence that Latinos--U.S. citizens as well as legal immigrants and undocumented immigrants--are feeling the effects of the immigration debate gone ugly. Read this fact sheet to find out why, regardless of immigration status, Latinos are feeling anxious and discriminated against amid sanctioned public immigrant-bashing and stepped-up immigration enforcement measures.  

http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/images/File/factcheck/PewReportonLatinoSituation10-9-08.pdf 
***********************
F - TPS EXTENDED FOR SALVADORANS, HONDURANS AND NICARAGUANS

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced that it will extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for nationals of El Salvador through Sept. 9, 2010, (Registration 10/01/08 – 12/30/08). Please note that there is no automatic extension of EADs – this means that TPS beneficiaries reregistering for this extension will need to get their applications in at the beginning of the re-registration period to avoid a lapse in employment authorization.   

TPS extension for nationals of Honduras is through July 5, 2010 (Registration 10/1/08 – 12/1/08) and for Nicaragua through July 5, 2010 (Registration 10/1/08 – 12/1/08).   

Those eligible are encouraged to apply early as soon as possible. 

More information for Salvadorans at: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=1842e5878591e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=609d3591ec04d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD  

More information for Hondurans at:

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b99c759a5891e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD  

More information for Nicaraguans at:

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=e94a27e531f1e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD
***********************
G - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Saturday, November 8, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday:  November 8, 2008:  Para Ti, Mujer - For You, Woman.  Casa del Padre is hosting its first ever bilingual women's conference to provide practical and spiritual teachings that will challenge women to a new successful level in their lives and a venue for women that own or represent a business, ministry or organization where they can exhibit it.  Contact:  Hazael Garay at 434-989-2508 or hazaelgaray@gmail.com 
Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Years 2008 & 2009:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.

Peter W. Loach

Deputy Director of Operations
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