CJ Weekly Alert
October 7 - 13, 2008
 

 

The weekly bulletin Alert is issued by Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together.  Its purpose is to help people use and participate in the CJ website, network and related activities in support of outreach to and integration of the Latino community in Charlottesville, Albemarle, and surrounding areas. 

Previous Alerts are located at http://www.cj-network.org/cjintro/alerts.html
***********************

NOTE:  This issue of the Alert is limited basically the CJ Panel:  Immigration Detentions and Latino Children, due to its timeliness and importance.
***********************
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A - THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about these and other announcements, visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

October 2008:  Diverse classes offered in Spanish by Albemarle County.  Contact Gloria Rockhold at 295-5803 or grockhold@k12albemarle.org or visit the section La Comunidad Latina on http://www.opendoors1.org/albemarle/ClassCatalog.aspx 
Saturday, October 11, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
                            

**********************

B – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2008, CJ PANEL:  IMMIGRATION DETENTIONS AND LATINO CHILDREN

Recent studies document the negative impact of immigration raids and detentions and the fear of them on increased absenteeism, lower grades, and on children's psychological, educational, and social well-being.  
Locally, there has been an alarming number of detentions of Latinos in the past few months and reports of immigration agents knocking on doors of homes where Latinos reside.

Too, increased immigration raids, typically in other parts of the country, are occurring at places of work, study, play and at private homes.  Recent surveillance tactics include watching children and their parents outside of Head Start centers and schools during pick up and drop off times and following school buses. 
Many children have witnessed immigration agents forcefully entering their homes, handcuffing their parents and taking them away. Detentions don’t only affect the undocumented. In New Jersey, after agents forced into the home of two lawful Latino permanent residents and their U.S.-citizen son, age 9, the agents terrified the son by pointing a gun at him and threatening to take him from his family. 

When undocumented adults are detained, their children are stranded at day-care centers and schools, taken in custody by social services agencies lacking cultural sensitivity, and handed over to ill-equipped relatives or worse, non-Latino foster care parents. Siblings are suddenly separated or the older ones take charge of younger brothers and sisters.  Other U.S. born Latino children, many who speak little Spanish, accompany their deported parents to Mexico or elsewhere.

This Creciendo Juntos panel will address these issues in an effort to encourage schools, social services, and others working with children to prepare for raids and better understand children's fears about them.  
Sociologist Linda Hemby will moderate, providing an overview of the problem and showing 15 minutes of a March 2008 documentary by journalist Linda Ellerbee, featuring Latino children who describe their lives after immigration raids deported their parents. Courtney Stewart, Albemarle County Schools, will share local experiences.  Michael Garcia, a bilingual/bicultural Charlottesville mental health provider, will expand on children’s behavioral and emotional responses to separation from their caregiver. And Immigration attorney Eddie Summers will answer related legal questions and encourage schools, social services, and other agencies to prepare for raids.  
Time:  10:00-11:30 a.m. **  Registration & Coffee and Donuts begin at: 9:45 a.m. **  Free & Open to the Public  ** Location:  Room A at the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extended, Charlottesville (off Interstate 64, Exit 120, or from downtown, take McIntyre for 4 miles. From UVA, the building is 5 minutes from the stadium via JPA and Old Lynchburg Road, across the street from College Park apartments).  For more information visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

  
***********************

C - UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Unless indicated, the following are free and open to the public.  For more information on these and other meetings, events, and opportunities (bilingual professionals looking for work or job openings), visit http://www.cj-network.org/comm_ann.html 

Saturday, October 18, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Monday, October 20, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  CJ Annual Help Fair, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm at the Word of Faith Church, next to Albemarle High School, on the corner of Lambs & Hydraulic Roads.  The annual CJ Help Fair offers outreach and networking opportunities to service providers working in the areas of health, housing, education, employment, and social services.  If you are a service provider and would like to participate,  and/or are interested in donating funds, food or door prizes, or being an interpreter, please contact Martha Trujillo at (434) 972-1703 or mtrujillo@unitedwaytja.org  

Saturday, October 25, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Tuesday, October 30 – Thursday, November 2, 2008:  Virginia Film Festival to Focus on “Aliens”.  http://www.vafilm.com 
Saturday, November 1, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Saturday, November 8, 2008:  Free Spanish Conversation Class. Spain on Main is offering free Sat chat classes in Spanish, every Saturday morning at 9am-10am in its classroom at the Pink Building.  Contact:  Christina Ball at 825-4390 or visit http://www.spainonmain.com
Monday, November 10, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, November 13, 2008: CJ-ASG Workshop: AIDS/HIV in The Latino Community.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Monday, December 8, 2008:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, December 11, 2008: CJ Presentation - Police Experiences & Perceptions of the Latino Community in Albemarle County.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  lhemby@albemarle.org 

Thursday, January 8, 2009:  CJ Presentation - Portrayal of Latinos in the Media.  10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact:  Amy Frazier Yoder at frazieryoder@virginia.edu  

Monday, January 12, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Monday, February 9, 2009:  CJ Executive Committee Meeting.  Noon at PHA.  Contact peterl@piedmonthousing.org  

Thursday, February 12, 2009:  CJ Roundtable.  CJ Roundtables are offered three times a year to allow all attendees an opportunity to identify Latino oriented initiatives they are involved or interested in in an effort to encourage networking, partnering and other support of these projects and interests.   10-11:30 am, Albemarle County Building on 5th Street Extd.  Free – Public Invited.  Registration, Coffee & Donuts begin at 9:45 am.  Contact Peter Loach at peterl@piedmonthousing.org 

NOTE: CJ Plenaries - Calendar Year 2008:  Plenaries are scheduled for the second Thursday of every month, from 10 – 11:30 am, in Room A of the Albemarle County Office Building on 5th Street Extended (exit 120 off of 64 or 5 minutes from UVA Stadium via JPA/Old Lynchburg).

***********************
This Alert was prepared by Linda Hemby of the CJ Executive Committee.  Individuals and organizations wishing to maximize their use of the CJ network should submit their information/announcement/request/etc. on the Friday before the Alert is circulated to:  lhemby@albemarle.org   

The Creciendo Juntos – Growing Together online clearinghouse, located at www.cj-network.org , is constantly being updated with new information and resources.  If you work for or know about services available to our Latino community that are not on the site, please contact lhemby@albemarle.org   Also welcomed are articles, studies, and other resources about and for our local Latino population.
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